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5.0 ADMINISTRATOR'S MINUTES 
 

ITEM 5.1 ADMINISTRATOR MINUTE NO 2/2017 - COASTAL EROSION  

TRIM FILE REF 2017/079499 

ATTACHMENTS 1 ⇩Letter to Prime Minister 
2 ⇩Letter to NSW Premier 
3 ⇩Response Letter from Prime Minister 
4 ⇩Response Letter from Acting Director, Sustainable 

Development and Coastal Policy  
 

 

BACKGROUND 

In June 2016 Sydney experienced a massive storm referred to as an East Coast Low, which 
caused major flooding and coastal erosion. This storm was of such ferocity that it caused the 
evacuation of dozens of residents from their homes in the middle of the night as the waves washed 
away the sand dunes underpinning the 10 houses and 14 units over a distance of 160 meters 
between 1150 and 1126 Pittwater Road, Collaroy. 

Fortunately the former Warringah Council had developed a Coastal Zone Management Plan 
[CZMP] which had been approved by the NSW Government.  This Plan provided a policy and 
regulatory framework for both Council and a number of State Government agencies to deal with 
the full range of complex issues involved in moving to protect the properties from future major 
storm events. 

The storm, and the plight of the endangered houses, drew a great deal of media attention which 
led to considerable community debate about the most appropriate response. There was a clear 
support of measures to increase beach nourishment by bringing additional sand to the beach from 
off-shore sand deposits.  The likelihood of sea-level rise in the future will only exacerbate the 
current problems. 

Given the high cost of sourcing off-shore sand deposits, Council resolved to write to the Prime 
Minister and the former NSW Premier to seek their support for a national and state sand 
nourishment program to address the long term impacts of climate change on our shared coastline.  
Letters were sent on 15 December 2016.  Refer to attachment 1 and 2. 

Responses from the Prime Minister (attachment 3) and the Acting Director, Sustainable 
Development and Coastal Policy in the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (attachment 4) 
were very disappointing. 

The NSW Government has claimed that, under the Local Government reforms, the larger merged 
councils will be better able to negotiate with governments and their departments.  It would appear 
that this claim is not reflected in the responses of the NSW Premier’s Department or the Office of 
Environment and Heritage.  

Not only did Council not receive a response from the Premier, Council did not even receive one 
from the Minister for the Environment. Rather, correspondence was received from the Office of 
Environment and Heritage which failed to provide a satisfactory response to Council’s call for a 
national and state sand nourishment program. 

With regard to the response from the Federal Government, the Prime Minister did take the time to 
congratulate Council for its efforts in handling the storm event but basically indicated it was a 
matter for the State Government. 

It appears that Council’s ‘call to leadership’ may have fallen on deaf ears and been sent to the ‘too 
hard basket’ by both the Federal and NSW Governments. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

A. Release the responses to its letter of 15 December 2016 from both State and Federal 
Governments. 

B. Write again to the Prime Minister and NSW Premier seeking their intervention in what is 
clearly a matter of State and National importance. 

C. Seek the support of the local Federal and State Members of Parliament to advocate on 
behalf of the Council and the community on this important issue. 

 

 
 
Dick Persson, AM 
ADMINISTRATOR 
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