
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
AGENDA  
 
 
 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC REFERENCE 
GROUP MEETING 
 
 
 

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Natural Environment 
Strategic Reference Group will be held in the Flannel Flower Room, 
Civic Centre, Dee Why on 

 

THURSDAY 15 JUNE 2017 

 

Beginning at 5.00pm for the purpose of considering and determining 
matters included in this agenda. 
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To Committee Members 

Alex McTaggart (Chair) Implementation Advisory Group  

Wayne Gobert Local Representative Committee - Social 

Narelle Berry Resident – Manly Ward 

Phillip Colman Resident – Narrabeen Ward 

Roberta Conroy Bayview Church Point Residents Association 

Jo Cooper North Steyne Surf Lifesaving Club 

Jacqueline French Manly Community Forum 

Paul Hackney Resident – Frenchs Forest Ward  

Tom Hazell Resident – Curl Curl Ward 

Edwina Laginestra WIRES Northern Beaches 

Whitney-May Lever Resident – Frenchs Forest Ward  

Marita Macrae Pittwater Natural Heritage Association 

Jacqueline Marlow Friends of Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment 

Yvonne Pflieger Resident – Curl Curl Ward 

Kathryn Ridge Resident – Manly Ward 

Merinda Rose Palm Beach & Whale Beach Association 

David Thomas ECO Divers 

 

Council Officer Contacts 

Todd Dickinson Executive Manager Natural Environment & Climate Change 

Ximena Von Oven Administration Officer Governance 

 

Quorum 

Majority of members (excluding vacant positions) 
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Agenda for a meeting of the Natural Environment Strategic Reference 
Group  

to be held on Thursday 15 June 2017 

in the Flannel Flower Room, Civic Centre, Dee Why 

Commencing at 5.00pm 

 

  

1.0 APOLOGIES 

2.0 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

3.0 REVIEW OF MEETING NOTES   

3.1 Notes of Natural Environment Strategic Reference Group held 6 April 2017 ............. 1   

4.0 AGENDA ITEMS ...................................................................................................... 5 

4.1 SRG Directions Paper on the Natural Environment - Workshop ................................ 5 

4.2 Community Strategic Plan - Update on Stage Two ................................................. 36 

4.3 Achievements of the Strategic Reference Groups ................................................... 38 

5.0 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM LAST MEETING 

Nil 

6.0 GENERAL BUSINESS 

 NEXT MEETING   



 

REPORT TO NATURAL ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC REFERENCE GROUP 
MEETING 

ITEM NO. 2.0.0 - 15 JUNE 2017 
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2.0 CONFIRMATION OF NOTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS  

2.1 NOTES OF NATURAL ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC REFERENCE GROUP HELD    6 
APRIL 2017 .............................................................................................................. 1 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Notes of the Natural Environment Strategic Reference Group held 6 April 2017, copies of 
which were previously circulated to all Members, be confirmed as a true and correct record of the 
proceedings of that meeting. 
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Notes of the Natural Environment Strategic Reference Group Meeting 

held on Thursday 6 April 2017 

in the Flannel Flower Room, Civic Centre, Dee Why 

Commencing at 5.00pm 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

To Committee Members 

Alex McTaggart (Chair) Social Local Representative Committee 
Jacqueline French Manly Community Forum 
Tom Hazell Resident – Curl Curl Ward 
Marita Macrae Pittwater Natural Heritage Association 
Jacqueline Marlow Friends of Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment 
Yvonne Pflieger Resident – Curl Curl Ward 
Kathryn Ridge Resident – Manly Ward 
Merinda Rose Palm Beach & Whale Beach Association 
David Thomas ECO Divers 

Council Officer Contacts 

Todd Dickinson Executive Manager Natural Environment & Climate Change 
Jackie Grove Systems and Sustainability Manager 
Louise Hardy  Community Engagement Officer 
Ximena Von Oven Administration Officer Governance 

Quorum 

Majority of members (excluding vacant positions) 

NOTE:  Alex McTaggart Chairperson of the Natural Environment Strategic Reference Group 
(SRG) welcomed the members to the meeting and gave an Acknowledgement of Country 

1.0 APOLOGIES 

That apologies from Jo Cooper, Narelle Berry,Paul Hackney, Roberta Conroy, Wayne Gobert and 
Whitney –May Lever be noted. 

2.0 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

Nil 
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3.0 CONFIRMATION OF NOTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS  

3.1 NOTES OF NATURAL ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC REFERENCE GROUP HELD 9 
FEBRUARY 2017 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Notes of the Natural Environment Strategic Reference Group held 9 February 2017, 
copies of which were previously circulated to all Members, are hereby confirmed as a true and 
correct record of the proceedings of that meeting. 

Members discussed the updates to the Action Log from the 9 February 2017 meeting. 

 A McTaggart requested that a copy of the Greater Sydney Commission draft District Plan be 
placed in all council libraries 
Allocated to Principal Officer Strategic Planning (completed) 

 AM Newbury advised she would source information around who is on the –North District 
Planning Panel and circulate it to the group 
Allocated to Principal Officer Strategic Planning (completed) 

 For those that handwrote separate notes at Item 4.1, M Lee to receive hard copy notes, scan 
and return to members if required. 
Allocated to Governance Manager (completed) 

 J Marlow to email the group about some of the points of concern that she raised within the 
discussion so they can include this information in their submissions? 
J Marlow to email M Lee with the details who will forward this information on to group 
members. 
Allocated to Governance Manager (completed) 

NOTE: Jackie French arrived to the meeting 5:15 pm 

T Dickinson, Executive Manager Natural Environment & Climate Change(Operations) introduced 
Jackie Grove, Systems and Sustainability Manager to the group. 

NOTE: David Thomas arrived to the meeting 5:19 pm 
 

4.0 COUNCIL UPDATES 

4.1 NATURAL ENVIRONMENT SRG DIRECTIONS PAPER - WORKSHOP 

DISCUSSION 

Nil 

5.0 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM LAST MEETING 

DISCUSSION 

This matter was previously covered on discussion of Item 2.1 
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6.0 STRATEGIC DISCUSSION TOPICS 

Nil 

7.0 STRATEGIC WORKSHOPS 

7.1 NATURAL ENVIRONMENT SRG DIRECTIONS PAPER - 40 MINS 

DISCUSSION 

SRG members were requested to re-visit their aspirations and use them to develop the goals that 
will form the basis of the Directions Paper. Members were asked to refine their goals and add more 
commentary on what Council is doing well and what we are not and provide some actions for the 
new Council. 

Louise Hardy, Research Officer, conducted a workshop and the outcomes are provided as 
Attachment A. 

NOTE: The meeting was extended for 15 minutes. 

8.0 GENERAL BUSINESS 

Nil 

The meeting concluded at 7.15pm 

 

This is the final page of the Notes comprising 4 pages  
numbered 1 to 4 of the Natural Environment Strategic Reference Group  

meeting held on Thursday 9 February 2017 and confirmed on Thursday 13 April 2017 

  

   

  



Catchment, Coast & Waterways 

What is the Goal What are we doing well/not well Action Notes 

Maintain and improve recreational 
water quality to A grade standard 

Maintain and improve water-
based ecology across whole of 
catchment with no loss of 
northern beaches habitat 
(seagrass, mangroves, instream 
habitat, riparian areas, vegetation 
types, threatened and 
endangered species) 

Regular gathering of comparable 
information, sharing and making 
information available to the 
community 

Lobby and advocate for improved 
treatment of Sydney’s sewage – 
North Head Outfall 

Remove significant diffuse 
sources of water pollution, 
examples Scotland Island  

Well  

Cleaning the ocean pools really 
well 

Support for “Friends of” Groups. 
Providing better support for those 
groups would be good to build off 

Waterways are really good for 
people’s mental health – the 
tracks near the lagoons and 
waterways are great 

Not well 

Monitoring the natural 
environment 

We don’t strategically plan to 
protect the environment 

We are not educating the 
community enough about how 
vulnerable this area is 

Strategic and clear plans to 
educate ie “these species only 
live here, nowhere else” 

Point source pollution 
management – pipe ends, 
stormwater pollution – no facilities 
to catch things – they end up at 

School programs 

Measure and monitor (including 
macroinvertebrates) 

Increase no take zones and 
marine protected areas  to 
improve ecological habitat and 
diversity 

Standard signage across the LGA 
by look – but specific to position 
and what is to be achieved in 
specific areas eg ‘hey this area is 
used by migrating birds’ 

Water quality on the whole 
northern beaches (lakes, ocean, 
esturaries, creek – whole of 
catchment – different measures 
for the different water bodies) 

A Grade – EPA recreational water 
quality standard  

Ecological water quality 

Nothing to get worse – rather like 
them to improve 

Activities to continue but not to 
the detriment of the water 
quality/ecology 

Catchment based targets – we 
need information and indicators 
for each of our catchments, 
waterways and systems. 
Acknowledge our pristine 
environments and ensure 
protection is the focus.  

Need to look at whole-of-
catchment cumulative impacts  

We need a set of ‘like’ indicators 
and set criteria that can be used – 
but the different places would 
have different targets 

Attachment A



the end of the catchment. 
Acknowledge that this is costly. 

Get teachers involved 

Get people interested 

Find out who is monitoring and 
where 

Seagrasses – animals 

Baseline figures exist for a lot of 
these areas – we should capture 
a baseline for Northern Beaches 
Council – how it is tested on from 
that is something that needs to be 
considered 

There are many agencies testing 
our waterways, Streamwatch, 
EPA, Council, hydraulics lab – a 
benchmark should be set on the 
basis of this information for our 
future decision-making – Starting 
point 

If someone comes and works in 
our area – they should share their 
data with council and the 
community 

Need to link with the waterway 
review 

Habitat really important – 
seagrass, mangroves, instream 
vegetation, threatened species,  

Look to infill development, rather 

Attachment A



than ‘green field’ development – 
important to preserve what’s left.  

Sydney’s STP is the worst in the 
world – largest one with the least 
treatment – would be illegal in the 
US 

It’s been 20 years since last 
major upgrade of this facility – 
secondary treatment has never 
been achieved.  Council needs to 
lobby hard on behalf of the 
environment. 

Identify point sources of pollution, 
monitor them and shut them 
down 

Fishing lines, hooks and other 
fishing refuse is a real problem. 
We are not getting the message 
across to the right people – the 
ones who pollute. Fishing line 
(tangle bins) are a good facility to 
help people dispose of their junk.  

Suggest that we close rock 
platforms to fishing – share them 
50% - suggestion. Also restrict 
fishing in Narrabeen lagoon, 
Cabbage Tree Bay as a start.  
Especially critical habitat areas – 
with explanation “ciritical habitat 
for birds”.  

Attachment A



Have life rings and bins next to 
each other in certain popular 
spots 

Enforcement is also a problem 

Protect fish nurseries by shutting 
down some areas to maintain 
really important habitats – meets 
goal of no loss and improvement 

The Council on behalf of 
community and environment has 
to negotiate with other agencies – 
ie fishing licences need to be 
better managed. Reject 
movement of fishing licences 
from Sydney Harbour into 
Pittwater 

Maintaining views of water is very 
good for mental health. 

Rehabilitation of creek lines 

 

   

Best management and consistent 
management of water across the 
region 

 

   

  Regular maintenance of drains 
and pollution traps 
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  Record existing water edge 
condition 

 

 

 Erosion of Careel Bay Marina 

 

  

 Concerns about the marine world 
(biodiversity at Long Reef) 

  

  More marine no take zones 

 

 

  Sharks are vital to ocean health. 
Ban shark nets. 

 

 

Bushland, Threatened Species and Pests (Formerly Bushland and Biodiversity) 

Goal What are we doing well/not well Action Notes of conversation 

Parked for next meeting NOT 

Rangers should be rangers, 
parking officers should be parking 
officers 

WELL 

Coastal Environment Centre – so 
much potential 

Weed control strategy  

Connectivity of bushland areas    

 Bushland areas should be 
managed by staff with bush 

  

Attachment A



regeneration skills 

Conservation of bushland    

Wildlife corridors    

  Animal crossings  

 Preservation is better than 
restoration 

  

  Maintenance of bushland areas  

  Encourage community members 
to preserve the corridors but also 
to maintain and preserve the 
canopy 

 

  Measure the canopy  

  Map the green space and canopy 
that exists 

 

Bush regeneration (Manly) to 
keep the bushland healthy 

   

 

Climate Change 

Goal What are we doing well/not well Action Notes 

By 2027 Council will reduce its 
emissions by matching State 
Government targets for climate 
change and resource use towards 
meeting a zero emissions target 
by 2050 

Well 

Solar panels on community 
owned buildings, like surf clubs 

Work with other organisations 

Live up to our respective 
sustainability pledges 

Work with community groups and 
ask them to come along with the 
targets. Demonstrate savings. Eg 

Climate change mitigation 

Council facilities with hot boil 
water systems that are on 24/7 
(council energy audit) 

Attachment A



 

Something needed for adaptation 
to climate change here – to 
minimise impacts of climate 
change we can’t mitigate ie heat, 
rain – incorporate into review of 
development control plans – eg 
below 

We take a critical infrastructure 
approach to prioritising adaptation 
to climate change 

Need a goal to assist the 
community to adapt eg below 

To support the community to use 
more renewable energy sources 

 

energy efficiency 

Council to lobby for better BASIX 
controls 

Council energy audit 

Promote sustainable design 
through its amalgamated DCP 

Review low lying infrastructure 
and whether it can cope with 
climate change scenarios 

Incorporate climate change into 
the infrastructure renewing 
framework into the future 

Partnerships with residents and 
universities and other groups for 
sustainable power  (– look at City 
of Sydney work with Michael 
Mobbs) 

Interim targets are required 

People are switching off the grid – 
solar panels 

Example Re-Power Shoalhaven 
Council  

Big development should have to 
incorporate large efficiency 
projects, ie Ingleside apartment 
blocks and shopping precinct 

Streets to be orientated for better 
solar access 

Requirements for all 
developments to have BASIX  

Wakehurst parkway solution – 
more likely to be widening and 
raising as a solution to flooding 

Longer, tougher droughts, leading 
to bushfires – limiting the areas 
were animals can flee is 
inconsistent with our goal for no 
loss of species and diversity  

Look at Michael Mobb’s solar 
energy solution and links to 
mobile technology 

In time, battery solutions will 
become cheaper 
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Floods, Bushfire and Coastal Erosion (Natural Hazard Management) 

Goal What are we doing well/not well Action 

Flood mitigation   

 

  

Attachment A



Sustainable communities (Built Environment and Environmental Education) 

Goal What are we doing well/not well Action notes 

Connectivity across the area Well 

Our environmental centres are 
fantastic but under resourced 

 Start the kids young 

Primary and high school children 
‘get it’ 

Adults are the problem 

 

  Water sensitive urban design  

Development should be built in a 
more sustainable, 
environmentally responsible way 

   

  Planting of street trees  

Inappropriate development 
should be banned 

   

Green areas should dominate    

  Vegetation offsets for 
development 

 

  Educate the community about 
marine environment and 
biodiversity 

 

  Education on value of bushland  

  More interpretive signs  

Education for the community with 
regards to biodiversity, protecting 

   

Attachment A



the environment 

Education for everyone in the 
community (from kids to parents 

   

Sustainable living    

Plastic free society    

No littering    

  Ban plastic bags  

  Enforce regulations on protection 
of marine and bush environment 

 

Good public relations on 
environmental issues 
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Ungrouped 

Goal What are we doing well/not well Action 

  Innovation 

  Ensure appropriate management of North 
Head Sewage Treatment Plant 

  Application of technology 

  Ensuring environmental management 
considered in leases 

  Compliance with laws and individual 
responsibility for this 

Measure air quality and provide good air 
quality 

  

  Measuring outcomes 

 

Parking Lot 

 Sydney Coastal Councils Group – get them located on the northern beaches and put them to work for us.  Take advantage of this 
agency as they have done a lot of work and they have good access to other agencies.  Help with coastal work and sea level rise. 

 We could also attract a whole lot of other environmental groups to be hosted in our facilities 

 Aboriginal heritage – where is it being addressed? 

 Dependence on cars needs to be addressed 

Attachment A
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4.0 AGENDA ITEMS 
 

ITEM 4.1 SRG DIRECTIONS PAPER ON THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT - 
WORKSHOP  

REPORTING OFFICER  EXECUTIVE MANAGER NATURAL ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE 
CHANGE  

TRIM FILE REF 2017/180258  

ATTACHMENTS 1 ⇩Natural Environment SRG - Directions Paper 2017 - DRAFT  

 

PURPOSE 

To finalise preparation of the Directions Paper that summarises the Strategic Reference Group’s 
environmental management priorities for the incoming Northern Beaches Council. 

Please note – this activity has been carried over from the previous SRG meeting. 

BACKGROUND 

At the Natural Environment SRG meeting of 6 April 2017, members continued to work on content 
for the Directions Paper that will summarise the group’s environmental management priorities for 
the incoming Northern Beaches Council. At this meeting two sections were considered in further 
detail – Catchment, Coasts and Waterways and Climate Change and include goals, what we are 
doing well or not doing well and suggested actions to achieve the goal.  

The draft Directions Paper has now been prepared, and these two sections folded into the 
document. Council staff have also added additional detail around the Floods, Bushfire and Coastal 
Erosion section for the group’s review.  

DISCUSSION 

At this meeting, SRG members will re-visit their aspirations for Bushland, Threatened Species and 
Pests and Sustainable Communities developed in previous meetings and use them to finalise the 
goals and actions in the Directions Paper.   

Prior to the meeting the SRG members are requested to review the working draft of the Directions 
Paper to see whether the Catchment, Coast and Waterways, Climate Change, and Floods, 
Bushfire and Coastal Erosion sections capture their views.  

 

RECOMMENDATION OF EXECUTIVE MANAGER NATURAL ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE 
CHANGE  

That Natural Environment Strategic Reference Group provide feedback and input towards the 
completion of the Directions Paper. 
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ITEM 4.2 COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN - UPDATE ON STAGE TWO  

REPORTING OFFICER  EXECUTIVE MANAGER CORPORATE STRATEGY & PLANNING  

TRIM FILE REF 2017/182829  

ATTACHMENTS NIL  

 

ISSUE 

To provide an update on the development of the Community Strategic Plan (CSP) following 
engagement with some 2,400 community members in Stage One and Stage Two. 

BACKGROUND 

Stage One of community engagement for the CSP was conducted in September-November 2016, 
drawing feedback from nearly 1,400 people. Stage Two took place over March and April 2017, with 
over 1,000 people providing feedback in four community workshops, a youth workshop, focus 
groups, an online survey and through formal submissions. 

Stage Two focused on validating the draft Vision, and validating the CSP Framework (Aspirations, 
Outcome Areas, Goals and Strategies) as presented in a Discussion Paper. 

COMUNITY FEEDBACK SUMMARY 

Community feedback from Stage Two engagement demonstrates: 

 Confidence in the Process to develop the CSP to date. The Discussion Paper was factual 
and guided an informed conversation with the community. 

 CSP Framework - general support and satisfaction with the overall framework. 

 Aspirations – limited comments on aspirations raised in submissions where prompted, i.e. 
the online survey. 

 Draft Vision – broad satisfaction, but opportunities to make it more specific to the Northern 
Beaches, and to elevate the value placed on natural environment. 

 Outcomes – Generally satisfied, though commentary highlighted the need to strengthen 
goals and strategies so they are more aspirational and future-focused. This particularly 
related to the goals and strategies for: 

 Protection of the Environment  

 Environmental Sustainability  

 Places for People  

 Priority Issues – The key issues that participants were most engaged with included: 

 Transport and congestion 

 Population growth and development  

 Protecting the natural environment 

 Environmental sustainability 

 Housing affordability 
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There was recognition of the interrelated nature of these issues across outcome areas. 

Next Steps 

Council acknowledges the valuable input of all the SRGs and the wider community in developing 
the draft CSP framework. This feedback is being incorporated into the Draft CSP, which will be 
presented to Council on 27 June for public exhibition.   

The Draft Community Strategic Plan and Community Engagement Report will be available at 
http://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au following the meeting on 27 June. 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF EXECUTIVE MANAGER CORPORATE STRATEGY & PLANNING  

That the Natural Environment Strategic Reference Group note the update on the development of 
the Community Strategic Plan. 

 

http://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/
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ITEM 4.3 ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC REFERENCE GROUPS  

REPORTING OFFICER  EXECUTIVE MANAGER COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  

TRIM FILE REF 2017/183005  

ATTACHMENTS NIL  

 

ISSUE 

Outcomes of the 11 Strategic Reference Groups (SRG), and inviting feedback from members. 

BACKGROUND 

The new Northern Beaches Council established 11 SRGs in September 2016, to assist the Council 
to develop its first Community Strategic Plan (CSP) and address priority strategic issues: 

Environment (3) Social (5) Economy(3) 

Natural Environment 

Waste & Recovery 
Management 

Sustainable Transport 

Inclusive Communities 

Youth 

Community Safety 

Art, Culture & 
Heritage 

Open Space & 
Recreation 

Affordable Housing 

Economic Development 

Place Making 

 

Meeting generally every 2 months, their early focus was on the CSP.  The more recent focus has 
been on their priority areas, to develop SRG papers and contribute to Council strategies and plans. 

DISCUSSION 

These SRGs have represented a unique opportunity to help shape the early directions of the new 
organisation, expanding its scope to the wider LGA and recognising the community’s diverse 
needs, views and issues.  Figure 1 outlines their valuable strategic outcomes: 

 Key role over 6 months to help develop the CSP vision, issues, priorities, goals and 
strategies. 

 Feedback on their nominated issues across many environmental, social and economic 
matters.  

 A variety of strategic discussion papers developed, to be drawn on by the related Business 
Units as they prepare new strategies, plans and policies. 

It is intended that the SRG papers will be finalised in July, then presented to the Administrator for 
noting. These will be available to the newly elected Council. It is anticipated that new reference 
groups will be established in line with the new CSP outcome areas, once the elected Council has 
approved the 10-year plan later in 2017. 

Council thanks all SRG members for their substantial commitment and valuable contributions. 

SRG members are invited to provide feedback on their experience over the last 9 months and any 
suggestions for improvement. A survey link will be emailed to members shortly. 
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RECOMMENDATION OF EXECUTIVE MANAGER COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  

That the Natural Environment Strategic Reference Group members:  

A. Note the acknowledgment of their valuable contribution and commitment. 

B. Provide survey feedback to Council on their experience as an Strategic Reference Group 
member. 
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