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Minutes of the Community & Belonging 

Strategic Reference Group Meeting 

held on Wednesday 4 April 2018 

in the Council Chambers, Manly 

Commencing at 6:09pm 

 
ATTENDANCE: 

Committee Members 

Cr Candy Bingham (Chair)  
Cr Penny Philpott  
Cr Kylie Ferguson  
Cr Sarah Grattan  
Tamzin Lee  
Roslyn Marsh Avalon Preservation Association 
Simon Moriarty  
Michelle Povah Northern Beaches Child & Family Interagency 
Dee Robbins Lifeline 
Samuel Wilkins  
Maria-Elena Chidzey Community Northern Beaches Inc. (CNB) 
Lorrie Morgan  
Susan Watson Easylink Community Transport 

Council Officer Contacts 

Kylie Walshe Executive Manager Community, Arts & Culture 
Sherryn McPherson Coordinator Governance 
Robert van den Blink Manager Social Planning, Community & Development 
Mette Kirk Social Planning Officer 
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1.0 APOLOGIES  

The apologies from Cathy Hockey, Margaret Shonk and Jennifer Wharton were noted. 

2.0 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST  

There were no declarations of pecuniary interests or conflicts of interest. 

3.0 CONFIRMATION OF MEETING NOTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS    

The Notes of the Community & Belonging Reference Group Induction Meeting held on  
1 March 2018 were confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

(Kylie Ferguson / Lorrie Morgan) 
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4.0 AGENDA ITEMS 

4.1 COMMUNITY & BELONGING STRATEGIC REFERENCE GROUP - AGENDA ITEMS 
FOR 2018 

Kylie Walshe advised that Council is seeking feedback from the community to assist Council to 
perform an audit and create a list of the outdoor art and sculptures located in the new Northern 
Beaches Council Local Government Area which can be incorporated in the new walkway.  

ACTION:  

This item will be included in the June Agenda. 

 

4.2 ARTS AND CREATIVITY STRATEGY 

Note:  Tamzin Lee joined the meeting at 8.44pm. 

Robert van den Blink and Mette Kirk presented the Arts and Creativity Strategy to the group 
(Attachment 1). 

The Group discussed the importance of the Arts and Creativity Strategy to be created by Council in 
a way that is interactive and communicated well to ensure that it will inspire the community and not 
get lost in the bureaucracy. A detailed engagement plan will be developed to facilitate this. The first 
engagement event will be an Arts and Culture Information and Networking evening on 16 May at 
Glen Street Theatre (6pm to 8pm). This event will be an interactive event to inform the community 
on key arts and culture projects and will be advertised accordingly to generate interest.  

The group broke up into three working groups in World Café style to discuss and provide feedback 
on the following questions: 

• Where are the gaps in arts and cultural programs and spaces on the Northern Beaches? 

• What suggestions do you have to improve visibility of the arts and encourage opportunities 
for more creativity on the Northern Beaches? 

• What are some examples of art and creativity programs that improve social cohesion? 

A copy of the meeting notes recorded from the Workshop is attached to the minutes (Attachment 
2). 

ACTION 

That the Wednesday 16 May 2018 event at Frenchs Forest be included in the “Dates for your 
Diary” slide (Attachment 1) and the title be amended to Arts and Culture Projects – Information and 
Networking event. 
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4.3 COMMUNITY AND CULTURAL GRANTS PROGRAM 

Robert van den Blink presented the Community and Cultural Grants Program to the group 
(Attachment 3). 

Question from Council to SRG: What level of funding should be designated for the Program? e.g 
what is the min/max level of funding.  

Answer: The group agreed on funding between $2,000 - $10,000 for an individual (depending on 
ABN and Insurance) or groups/association. 

Question from Council to SRG: Should recurrent grants be considered? If so, for what amount / 
time? 

Answer: A multi-year grant would be beneficial and assist with projects that will build and provide 
opportunity for further funding and become less reliant on Council however should be limited. 

In regard to eligibility, the group suggested  that Council work with schools in regards to 
partnerships and programming rather than offering grants. The group also suggested that Council 
allow multiple applications from groups/associations for a range of different projects and not limit to 
one application per organisation. 

 

4.4 DISABILITY INCLUSION ACTION PLAN BRIEFING 

Robert van den Blink presented the Disability Inclusion Action Plan to the group (Attachment 4). 

The group agreed that this is an important topic and requires further discussions and requested 
that this be an item on the June Agenda.  

ACTION  

The group provide feedback to Council in regards to the Action plan and that this be an item on the 
June 2018 Agenda. 

5.0 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM LAST MEETING 
Nil.    
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6.0 GENERAL BUSINESS 

6.1 Kylie Walshe provided an overview and a copy of “A Performance Arts Space in Mona Vale” 
brochure (Attachment 5).  

6.2 Public Art –  A consultant will be preparing a strategy for Council on the Coastal Art Walkway 
prior to it going on public exhibition. A link to the strategy will be distributed to members so 
they can share with the community. 

6.3 The group were informed of and encouraged to attend the following events: 

a) Lifeline Classic - a charity fundraising surfing event supporting Lifeline Northern 
Beaches on Sunday 22 April 2018 at Dee Why Beach.  

b) The inaugural Islamic Expo in the community centre on top of the Library at Warringah 
Mall on 7 / 8 April 2018 from 10.00am – 4.00pm. 

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS 

ITEM 
NO. 

ACTION RESPONSIBLE 
OFFICER 

DUE DATE 

4.2 

That the Wednesday 16 May 2018 event at Frenchs 
Forest be included in the “Dates for your Diary” slide 
(Attachment 1) and the title be amended to Arts and 
Culture Projects – Information and Networking event. 

Mette Kirk 7 April 2018 

4.4 
The group provide feedback to Council in regards to 
the Action Plan and that this be an item on the June 
2018 Agenda. 

Kylie Walshe / 
Sherryn 
McPherson 

6 June 2018 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 8:05pm 

This is the final page of the Minutes comprising 6 pages  
numbered 1 to 6 of the Community & Belonging Strategic Reference Group meeting  

held on Wednesday 4 April 2018 and confirmed on Wednesday 13 June 2018 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
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 ATTACHMENT 5 
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