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Minutes of the Environment Strategic Reference Group 

held on Thursday 12 April 2018 

in the Coastal Environment Centre, Narrabeen 

Commencing at 6:15pm 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

Committee Members 

Cr Alex McTaggart (Chair)  
Cr Pat Daley  
Sophie Scott  
Alan Jones  
Tom Hazell  
David Tribe  
Anthony Petrolo  
Viktorija McDonell Curl Curl Lagoon Committee 
Marita Macrae Pittwater Natural Heritage Association 
Jacqueline Marlow Friends of Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment 
Billy Bragg  
Scott Markich  
Nigel Howard  

Council Officer Contacts 

Ben Taylor General Manager Environment & Infrastructure 
Todd Dickinson Executive Manager Natural Environment & Climate Change 
Jacqueline Grove Manager, Environment Resilience & Climate Change 
Kara Taylor Senior Sustainability Officer 
Emma Marshall Governance Officer 
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Note:  Cr Alex McTaggart opened the meeting and gave Acknowledgement of Country.  

1.0 APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Cr Natalie Warren, Cr Stuart Sprott and Roberta Conroy. 

2.0 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of pecuniary interests or conflicts of interest. 

3.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

The notes of the Environment Strategic Reference Group Induction Meeting held on 1 March 2018 
were confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

4.0 AGENDA ITEMS 

Note:  The order of business was changed so Item 4.3 was addressed first then Item 4.2 and 
Item 4.1. 

4.3 CITIES POWER PARTNERSHIP PLEDGE SELECTION 

Todd Dickinson addressed the group on this item. 

Members provided the following feedback about Council’s Climate Change Resilience framework: 

 Wording change from “Leading” to “Leading and Learning”. 

 Wording change to include “Adaptation” and “Mitigation”. 

 Inclusion of tangible goals and requirement to measure outcomes. 

 Suggestion that renewable initiatives should be added to goals/objectives/targets 

Jacqueline Grove and Kara Taylor presented Council’s proposed pledges for the Cities Power 
Partnership (attachment 1). 

It was noted that bi-annual reporting will occur for the Cities Power Partnership and more pledges 
can be added if desired. 

Members discussed Council’s Transport discussion paper, lack of choice in public transport, 
connections to public transport such as the Hop Skip Jump service, opportunities for sensors on 
streetlights, incorporating lifecycle costs/emissions in energy schemes (e.g. charging stations 
should be off the grid), and the importance of managing growth in order to achieve sustainability 
targets. 

Members requested that Todd Dickinson investigate possible options on how to better educate 
school teachers and students on environmental issues, including helping them reduce their 
emissions at school and at home.  
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The Environment Strategic Reference Group endorsed the following five Cities Power Partnership 
pledges presented to the members: 

 Renewable Energy 

 Energy Efficiency 

 Transport 

 Work Together  

 Influence. 

 

4.2 DEVELOPMENT OF THE NORTHERN BEACHES ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY 

Todd Dickinson, Jacqueline Grove and Kara Taylor facilitated a group workshop about the 
Environment Strategy’s identity (attachment 2). 

 

4.1 REVIEW OF FORMER NATURAL ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC REFERENCE GROUP 
- DIRECTIONS PAPER 

Members participated in a group workshop to assess if the goals and actions created by the former 
Environment Strategic Reference Group are still accurate, or require further review and 
amendment (attachment 2). 

Action:  The framework for the Environment Strategy will be consolidated and brought back to the 
June meeting. 

5.0 GENERAL BUSINESS 

The group discussed the following items: 

 National Tree Day 

 Council’s Tree Policy 

 Weed removal days in the local area 

 Household chemical collection days 

 How to attract and retain volunteers on the Northern Beaches, and  

 Urban Forest Strategy. 

 Engagement of SRG for major policy reviews 

 Regional scale plans and strategies for parks rather than park by park (e.g. Lagoon Park) 

Action: Natasha Schultz, Executive Manager Waste Management & Cleansing, be invited to 
the June meeting to discuss recycling. 

Action: Todd Dickinson invite a guest speaker from University of NSW to a future meeting of 
the Environment Strategic Reference Group to present on E-Waste. 

Action: That the Strategic Management Plans for Parks and Reserves be an item on the June 
meeting agenda. 
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SUMMARY OF ACTIONS 

ITEM 
NO. 

ACTION RESPONSIBLE 
OFFICER 

DUE 
DATE 

4.1
  

The framework for the Environment Strategy be reported 
to the June meeting. 

Todd Dickinson / 
Governance 
  

21/06/2018 

5.0 Natasha Schultz, Executive Manager Waste 
Management & Cleansing be invited to address 
recycling at the June meeting. 

Todd Dickinson / 
Governance  

21/06/2018 

5.0 Guest speaker from University of NSW be invited to 
discuss E-Waste at a future meeting. 

Todd Dickinson / 
Governance  

21/06/2018 

5.0 Strategic Management Plans for Parks and Reserves be 
an item on the Agenda for the June meeting. 

Todd Dickinson / 
Governance  

21/06/2018 

5.0 Distribute a copy of all tree policies to the SRG for their 
information. 

Todd Dickinson / 
Governance  

21/06/2018 

 

The meeting concluded at 8:22pm 

 

This is the final page of the Minutes comprising 5 pages  
numbered 1 to 5 of the Environment Strategic Reference Group meeting  

held on Thursday 12 April 2018 and confirmed on Thursday 21 June 2018 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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