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Council

Media Release

6 July, 2011

Securing Brookvale's Future - Work Begins on the Master Plan

Warringah Ceuncil has engaged award-winning design team, McGregor Coxall, to develop a
master plan and concept design for Brookvale Oval and Park.

In 2010, Warringah Council undertook extensive community and stakeholder consullation on the
future of Brookvale, with events such as ‘Brekkie at Brookie'.

“It's incredibly exciting to think of how Brookie could become a warld-class facility for the whole
community to enjoy”, said Warringah Mayor, Michael Regan.

“The community wants to secure the fulure of Brookvale Park but without footing the multi-

million dallar cost of upgrading the facilities.

“There’s a strong desire for Brookvale to remain the home of the Sea Eagles and also for its
green spaces and family character to be retained. The design plans must balance these needs

with the financial reality.”

McGregor Coxall has won numerous international awards for its environmentally sustainable
designs across Australia as well as US, Denmark, Greece and South Karea.

Its designers are examining the results of months of community consultation and working with
key stakeholders tc identify master plan and concept design options. Once a preferred master
plan and concept design are created, they will be placed on formal exhibition for puklic

comment.

“We're not just designing a building for Brookvale - we're designing a park that includes spaces
to wark and play”, says Adrian McGregor, project director and principal of McGreger Coxall.

For more information please call the Communications Team
on 9942 2221 or email media@warringah.nsw.gov.au
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Media Release

"Our design firm is based in Manly and we understand how impartant Brockie is. We want
Braokvale Park to reflect the local spirit of the northern beaches. ”

Mayor Regan said; "Brookvale Park turns 100 this year. Lets make 2011 a turning point and
make aur beloved Brookie an asset we can all be proud of.”

To ensure transparency in the process, design options will be placed on ‘your say warringah’ at
yoursaywarringah.com.au/brookvalepark. Formal public submissions about the preferred master
plan options can be made during public exhibition In September.

To find out more about McGregor Coxall and it's award-winning designs go to

http://www.mcgregorcoxall.com

For more information please call the Communications Team
on 9942 2221 or email media@warringah.nsw.gov.au
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S Coundil Media Release

10 August, 2011
Brookvale Oval & Park — Design Phase Update

Internationally-renowned design team, McGregor Coxall, is refining its designs for
Brookvale Oval and Park and is discussing them with community and stakeholder groups

this week.

“This is the next step in creating a warld-class sporting facility and urban centre at
Brookvale”, said Warringah Mayor, Michael Regan.

The refined designs are the result of last years’ extensive community consultation, as well
as feedback on last month’s master plan options.

The consultation this week will result in the drawing up of a preferred master plan that will

be put on exhibition in September for public comment.

“Over the past month, the community told us they want to keep as much open space for
the public as possible. These designs seek to retain and upgrade the parkland while also
providing the facilities of a professional sporting venue”, the Mayor continued.

“We're still looking at options for the height of the proposed development as well as
examining putting in extra seating capacity for match days. We are working to achieve a
design that balances the needs of everyone involved — from local residents and
businesses to the broader Warringah community and the Sea Eagles”, said Adrian
McGregor, project director and principal of McGregor Coxall.

People involved in this phase of consultation are: key members of the local community,
including representatives of the Brookvale Valley Resident's Group, Brookvale Park
Community Committee, local schools, Manly Warringah CGhamber of Commerce and
Industry, Manly Warringah Rugby League Club, Manly Sea Eagles and representatives of

Council's consultative committees.

For more information please contact the Communications Team
on 9942 2221 or media@warringah.nsw.gov.au
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Media Release

“The community told us last year that they wanted Brookie to stay the home of the Sea
Eagles and that they didn't want ratepayers to fund the upgrade the Oval will need in order
to remain a national rugby league facility”, said the Mayor.

The designs propose extending the existing grass 'Hill', move the cval slightly to the north,
improve its surface and build a new stand with undercover seating and modern amenities
on eastern side of oval. A mixed use residential development will help fund the upgrades
of the Oval and Park.

Three new public plazas and a sunny, north-facing village courtyard will be open to all.

The designs will see most trees retained and extensive improvements to the parkland and
play ground including a bicycle loop.

Spaces are being considered for a range of community uses including new community and
child care facilities, new muiti-sport facilities including cricket nets and netball/basketball

courts, retail and commercial use, residential units and underground car parking.

Information about the project is available on the Your Say Warringah website

yoursaywarringah.com.au

Residents are asked to walch for details of how they can comment on the designs when
public exhibition begins in September. The information will be warringah.nsw.gov.au, the
Manly Daily and at key Council facilities such as libraries and Council's offices.

For more information please contact the Communications Team
on 9942 2221 or media@warringah.nsw.gov.au
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Media Release

1 November 2011

Brookvale Oval Options on Exhibition
Months of intensive research by Warringah Council and internationally-renowned design team
McGregor Coxall, has found that development, alone, will not generate enough funds to upgrade

and renew Brookvale Oval.

The project team found that, even with a 12 storey development, Council would still not raise

enough funds to secure Brockvale's fulure.

While a large mixed commercial development could fund an upgrade of the Oval facilities, it would
not leave enough money to pay for renewal and maintenance into the future.

It costs approximately $1 million per year just to maintain Brockvale Oval at the current standard.

Community consultation found that people want Brookvale Park to stay the home of the Sea
Eagles and te be retained as a community park but they don't want rate payers to foot the bill.

Financial medelling found that the 8,000-10,000 undercover seats that the Sea Eagles require
would cost up to $70 million. If a stadium of that size was built, maintenance and renewal costs

would increase dramatically.

The people of Warringah are being asked to decide what trade offs they may be willing to make so
Brookvale can stay a regional sporting facility.

If Council does nothing, Brookvale Oval facilities will gradually fall Into disrepair and the Sea
Eagles will have to move 1o another venue.

Public exhibition closes on 10 December.

Page 1 of 2...

For more information please contact the Communications Team
on 9942 2221 or media@warringah.nsw.gov.au
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Funding options include;:

State and/or Federal Grant

Putting Brookvale Oval in a State Trust

A rate rise

Diverting funds from other Council services
Developing a section of the site

(Or a mix of the above)

Stadium drawings included in exhibition:

7/7 storeys and replacement new stadium

9/7 storeys and replacement new stadium

12/7 storeys and replacement new stadium

12/7 storeys plus larger staged new stadium

15/7 storeys and replacement new stadium

{All include development, upgraded oval, facilities and park}

Larger new stadium only (no development)

For mare informatian, or to have your say, go to yoursaywarringah.com.au

For more information please contact the Communications Team

on 9942 2221 or media@warringah.nsw.gov.au
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4 November, 2011

Have Your Say about the Future of Brookvale Oval & Park

Warringah Coungil ig inviting everyone to have their say about funding options for

Brookvale Park.

The options are on publi¢c exhibition until 10 December,

Three events are being held where anyone from the public can speak to members of the
project team and discuss their thoughts about how to secure Brockvale's Future.

The first is this Saturday at Warringah Mall. A follow up to the successful 2010 Brekkie
at Brookie will be held on Saturday, 19 November on Brookvale Oval.

Warringah Mall
(Dolphin Court)
10am-1pm, Saturday 5 and 26 November

Brekkie at Brookie 2
9am - 12pm on the Oval, Saturday 19 November
Facilitated workshop will begin at 10am.

Those who can’t attend can still put their comments on the online forum and submit a
feedback form on yoursaywarringah.com.au

For more information please contact the Communications Team
on 9942 2221 or media@warringah.nsw.goy.au
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{Warringah :
Counel Media Alert

15 November, 2011

Brekkie at Brookie 2

This Saturday, 19 November, people will have their chance to take part in facilitated
workshops about the future of Brookvale Park at Brekkie at Brookie 2.

Warringah Council has put a range of funding and design options on public exhibition and
is seeking a clear direction from the public.

Council has found that development alone cannot pay for an upgrade to Oval facilities plus
the ongaing renewal of the site.

The first Brekkie at Brookie was held in May, 2010 and was attended by around 150
people.

Those who can't allend are encouraged to put their comments on the online forum and
submit a feedback form on yoursaywarringah.com.au

WHAT: Brekkie at Brookie 2

WHERE: Brookvale Oval

WHEN: 9am-12pm, Saturday 19 November
{facilitated workshop begins at 10am)

For more information please contact the Communications Team
on 9942 2221 or media@warringah.nsw.gov.au
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WARRINGAH COUNCIL

POLICY FOR PAYMENT AND RE-IMEURSEMENT OF EXPENSES INCURRED BY, AND
PROVISION OF FACILITIES TO,
THE MAYOR, DEPUTY MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS

Introduction

This policy is made under the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) including Sections 252 to
254A. The Act requires that the Council must adopt a policy concerning the payment of expenses
incurred by, and the provision of facilities to, the Mayor, the Deputy Mayor and other Councillors. In
the event of Administration, application of this policy is also relevant to Council Administrators.

Section 428 (2) () of the Act requires the Council to include in its Annual report:

. The total amount of money expended during the year on Mayoral fees and Councillor
fees
. The Council's policy on the provision of facilities for use by Councillors and the

payment of Councillor’s expenses
. A statement as to the total amount of money expended during the year on the provision
of such facilities and the payment of such expenses

Section 12 ofthe Act provides that the public is entitled to inspect the Council’s policy concerning
the payment of expenses incurred by, and the provision of facilities to, Councillors free of charge,
and may obtain a copy, either free of charge or on payment of reasonable copying charges.

Part 1 — Preliminary
1.  Citation

This policy is in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act 1993 and may be
cited as the “Policy - Payment and Re-imbursement of Expenses Incurred by, and Provision of
Facilities to, The Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Councillors.”

2. Policy Objectives

. To provide for the fair and equitable payment and re-imbursement of certain expenses
not considered to be included in the annual fees payable under Sections 248 — 254A of
the Local Government Act, where such expenses are incurred by the Mayor, Deputy
Mayor and Councillors in discharging the functions of civic office.

. To provide adequate facilities for use by the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Councillors to
enable them to discharge the functions of civic office.

3. Commencement

This policy was adopted by Council resolution of 21 June 1994 and commenced on 22 June 1994,
(Issue No 1).
It was amended on:
. Issue No 2 - 27 February 1996, 5 & 12 March 1996, with effect as from 13 March 1996
. Issue No 3 - 24 February 1998 with effect as from 26 May 1998 (cl 5.8)
. Issue No 4 - 26 October 1999 with effect as from 1 February 2000 (cl 5.7, 5.8, 6.1)
. Issue No 5 - 26 June 2001 (cl 15)
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Stationery Package, with an annual limit for the Mayor of $1,000 and an annual limit for
Councillors of $500, such package to comprise business cards, letterheads, envelopes, with
compliments slips, Christmas cards {up to 200 for the Mayor and up to 100 for a Councillor),
postage stamps and diary.

Name badge, and Council approved corporate accessories on election to office or when the
design of these items varies, and protective clothing and equipment required for civic
duty on election to office.

Councillor’s vehicle - Access to a suitable vehicle or vehicles (if available) provided by the
Council for use on official duties connected with the office of Councillor. If approved by the
General Manager, the Councillors may be issued with a cab charge card. Cab charge cards
are for use on Council business only, and when a Council vehicle is not reasonably available
to provide such transport, or the provision of a vehicle would not be economical in the
circumstances. Any traffic or parking fine incurred while travefing in private or councif
vehicles on Council business is the responsibility of the Councillor or the driver
incurring the fine.

Fumiture and/or equipment for location or installation at their place of residence, as
follows:

11.6.1 — Bookcase; standard issue four (4) shelf
11.6.2 — Filing cabinet; up to four (4) drawer
11.6.3 — Printer/Facsimile/Capier/ for use on Council business only, subject to the following

11.7.

11.8.

1.9

conditions:
(@) The Council shall:
(i) Meet the capital cost of acquisition of the equipment.

(il Meet the initial cost of installation of the equipment in the residence ofthe
Councillor, including one (1) additional extension point for an existing line or one
(1) separate point for a dedicated line where a Councillor chooses such under
Clause 10.7.

(i) Meet the cost of any maintenance/servicing of the equipment including any
service call charge.

{iv] Be responsible for the cost of all consumables of the equipment including x5
reams of paper per annum and up to x2 black ink cartridges and x1 set of colour
ink cartridges per annum.

(b) The Councillor shall be responsible for the good care and proper use of such
equipment and to promptly report any faults, malfunctions or needs for service/repair to
the Council.

() The Councillors’ telephone and facsimile numbers are to be made available to the
public.

Domestic Telephone Service. YWhere a Councillor elects such the Council will provide for
installation of a telephone service, in the name ofthe Councillor, for use in relation to official
functions and duties of Councillor, Mayor and Deputy Mayor, to allow for the connection of
equipment provided under Clause 10.6.3.

A laptop computer and modem or an iPad or equivalent tablet, to enable Internet access
and emailing and processing of correspondence and access to Council business papers,
minutes, policies and other Council records and an iTunes or Gmail account allowing access
to iTunes or Google Play and credit for applications to the value of $40 in the first year and
$20 each year thereafter.

Internet Services:

Internet access charges relating to the performance of a Councillor's civic duties will be paid
by Council, up to a maximum of $70 per month, per Councillor. Where a Councillor exceeds
this amount, the difference between the maximum amount payable and the charges will need

5
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Part 6 — Conferences Overseas

18.
18.1

182

18.3

184

18.5

Attendance At Overseas Conferences

Attendance by the Mayor or a Councillor at any conference, seminar, congress, forum,
workshop, course, meeting, deputation, information or training sessions, events, etc. related
to the industry oflocal government which are held overseas, must be authorised prior to
departure by specific resolution of the Council and such resolution shall specify and detail the
conditions of attendance.

Attendance will only be approved where direct and tangible benefits can be established for
the Council and the local community.

Requests for attendance for overseas travel must be submitted by a report to Council,
included on the Council agenda (not by mayoral minute ) and shall include the names of
Councillors nominated to attend, purpose, expected benefits, duration, itinerary and
approximate total costs.

After returning from overseas, Councillors attending shall submit to a full meeting of Council
a detailed written report on the aspects of the trip relevant to Council business and/or the
local community.

Details of overseas travel must be included in Council’s annual report, including any details
of trips for sister city relationships.

Part 7 — Legal Assistance for Mayor and Councillors

19. Legal and Representation Costs - Enquiries, Investigations, Hearings, etc.

In the event of:

(1) any enquiry, investigation or hearing by any of:
. the Independent Commission Against Corruption,
. the Office ofthe NSW Ombudsman,
. the Division of Local Government, Department of Premier and Cabinet
. the NSW Police Force,
. the Director of Public Prosecutions,
. the Local Government Pecuniary Interest and Disciplinary Tribunal, or
. Council's Conduct Review Committee/Reviewer

into the conduct of the Mayor or a Councillor in discharging their civic office duties; or

(2) legal proceedings being taken against the Mayor or a Councillor, arising out of or in
connection with the performance of his or her civic duties or exercise of his or her
functions as a Mayor or Councillor

the Council may resolve to reimburse the Mayor or such Councillor for all legal expenses
properly and reasonably incurred, given the nature of the enquiry, investigation, hearing or
proceeding, on a solicitor/client basis,

Provided that:

(@

B

the subject of the inquiry, investigation or hearing arises from the performance in good faith
of a Councillor's functions under the Act, and the matter before the investigative or review
body has proceeded past any investigative phase to a formal investigation or review;

In the case of a conduct complaint made against a councillor, legal costs may only be made
available where the matter has been referred by the General Manager to the Conduct
Review Committee/Conduct Reviewer to make formal inquiries into the matter;

"
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(c) inthe case of pecuniary interest or misbehaviour matters, legal costs may only be made
available where a formal investigation has been commenced by the Division of Local
Government;

(d) the amount of any reimbursement of legal expenses shall be reduced by the amount of any
moneys that may be or are recouped by the Mayor or Councillor on any basis;

(e) that the enquiry investigation, hearing or proceeding results in a finding substantially
favourable to the Mayor or Councillor.

() where an outcome of an action or investigation against the Mayor or Councillor is
substantially unfavourable to that Councillor any legal expenses must be reimbursed by the
Councillor.

This policy specifically excludes the payment of legal expenses for the Mayor or

Councillors where:

(a) the Mayor or Councillor initiates a legal action;

(b) the outcome of an action or investigation against the Mayor or Councillor is substantially
unfavourable to that Councillor;

(¢) the Mayor or Councillor seeks advice in respect of possible defamation, or is seeking non-
litigious remedy for possible defamation.

Part 8 — Insurances and Health Maintenance and Assessment Programs
20. Insurance — Mayor and Councillors
The Council will insure, or will provide for the insurance of the Mayor and Councillors for:

20.1 Personal Accident
Personal injury whilst ever engaged in or on any Council activity, worldwide covering bodily
injury caused by accidental, violent, external and visible means up to a sub-limit for death
determined by the Council and also covering permanent disablement, temporary total
disability and temporary partial disability. The cover does not include medical expenses as
medical expenses cannot be included due to the provisions set down in the Health Act. The
Council shall determine the distribution of any benefits arising from such insurance to the
Mayor or Councillor or histher beneficiaries.

20.2 Professional Indemnity/Public Liability
(a) General Liability
To indemnify the insured for all sums they shall become legally liable to pay arising
out of:

(i)  death, personal injury or illness or disease to persons;
(i) loss or damage to property arising out of the insured’s business as a Council.

(b) Professional Indemnity

To indemnify the insured for all sums they shall be legally liable for arising out of any
negligent act, error or omissions in the conduct of their activities as Mayor or
Councillors and arising out of the insured's business as a Council.

BUT subject to any limitations or conditions set out in the policy of insurance which is,
at the direction of the Council, taken out.

20.3 Toindemnify each insured person(s) (Mayor/Councillors) for all costs, charges, expenses
and defence costs but excluding fines and penalties incurred in relation to any prosecution
(criminal or otherwise) of any insured person(s), attendance by any insured person(s) at any
official investigation, examination, inquiry or other proceedings ordered or commissioned
during the period of insurance by any official body or institution that is empowered to
investigate the affairs of the Council by reason of any wrongful act wherever or whenever
committed or allegedly committed by the insured person(s) in their capacity as insured

12
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A councillor must not seek or accept any payment, gift or benefit intended or likely to influence, or
that could be reasonably perceived by an impartial observer as intended or likely to influence a
Councillor or staff member to:

. act in a particular way (including making a particular decision)
. fail to actin a particular circumstance
. otherwise deviate from the proper exercise of his or her official duties.

A councillor may accept gifts or benefits of a nominal or token value that do not create a sense of
obligation on his or her part or that may not be perceived to be intended or likely to influence him or
her in carrying out their public duty.

A councillor must never accept an offer of money, regardless ofthe amount.

No matter the value, all gifts and benefits must be declared and the appropriate paperwork
associated with this is to be completed.

For further information Councillors should consult the Gifts and Benefits Policy
{STR-PL 005).

26. Public Meetings

Councillors wishing to conduct community engagement activities in their Ward to create public
drop-in sessions are provided advertising support. A budget of up to $500 per annum is available
to each Councillor to cover advertising costs associated with the promotion of these sessions via
Council's Warringah Update. Costs can be split by those Ward Councillor attending the sessions.
Council signage will also be made available to Councillors. This program will be available up until
six months prior to scheduled Local Government Elections.

27. Reporting

Council shall report separately, on an annual basis, on

. The total cost of expenses and the provision of facilities for the mayor and all
councillors, as well as:

. The cost of phone calls including mobiles, home located landlines, facsimile and
internet services

. Spouse/partnerfaccompanying person expenses

. Conference and seminar expenses

. Training and skill development expenses

. Interstate travel expenses

. Overseas travel expenses

. Care and other related expenses

. The cost of the provision, including rental, of dedicated office equipment allocated to

councilors on a personal basis such as ;laptops, mobile phones, telephones and
facsimile machines and internet installed in the councillors homes. This item does not
include the costs of using this equipment, such as calls.

. The provision of facilities and equipment where such provision is above what would
normally be required for the day to day running of the council.

14
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APPENDIX A

Provision & Use of a Mayoral Vehicle
1. Introduction

The Council's adopted Code for the Payment of Expenses & Provision of Facilities for the Mayor
and Councillors stipulates that the Council will provide a suitable and appropriate vehicle for use by
the Mayor for all official, executive and social duties connected with the office of Mayor and for
occasional or full private or personal use.

The Council cannot make a motor vehicle, owned or leased by the Council, available for the
exclusive or primary use or disposition of a particular Councillor other than a Mayor.

2. Policy statement

2.1 The Council will:
. provide servicing, maintenance, registration and insurance of a suitable vehicle,

. provide all fuel, which may be charged against fuel card, whilst the vehicle is used for
Council business

2.2 The vehicle will be registered and comprehensively insured by Warringah Council.

2.3 Acartelephone and special accessories where required, shall be provided, fitted, installed
and removed at Council's cost.

24 The vehicle shall be available for the exclusive use of the Mayor, subject to the conditions of
this Policy.

3. Principles
3.1 Use of Vehicle

A vehicle is made available for use by the Mayor:

. To attend any function, activity or engagement whether associated with local
government or not, both within and outside the Warringah Council area, at any time
and on any day, in the official capacity of Mayor.

. At any time or day to attend any meetings, inspections, sites or appointments within
Warringah as Mayor, with residents, ratepayers or people associated with Council
business.

. For occasional or full personal or private use. Where private or personal use is on an
occasional basis, the Mayoral Allowance will be reduced on a per kilometre basis, by
the rate set by the Local Government (State) Award, and in accordance with a log
submitted by the Mayor on a monthly basis. Where full private or personal use is
chosen, the Mayoral Allowance will be reduced, in accordance with the Light Vehicle
Allocation and Private Use Car Scheme Management Policy, MGT — PL 105 (Clause
2.1 — Contract Staff — TPR Calculation).

. For travel within Warringah for any Council related purpose or function.
3.2 Restrictions on Use of VVehicle
The following restriction shall apply to the use of the Mayoral vehicle:

(@ The vehicle shall only be driven by a propetly licensed person, being:
. The Mayor, or
. Council employee, or
. a Councillor of Warringah, with the Mayor's consent

15
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. a member of the Mayor's immediate family, e.g. mother/father/son/daughter/brother
fsister, partner/spouse, or
. a nominated person, so long as the Mayor is a passenger in the car.

The Mayor shall not use, or allow the vehicle to be used, to compete in any car rally or
competition.

The vehicle is not to be used for any trading undertaking or for any activity where
remuneration is received which is not directly related to Council business or activities of the
office of Mayor.

Conditions of Use of Mayoral Vehicle

The Mayor, if hefshe intends to drive the vehicle, must show evidence ofa current New
South Wales driver's licence of an appropriate class, or equivalent, and be the holder of a
licence for the duration oftheir use ofthe vehicle. If the Mayor loses his/her licence or is
suspended from driving, they must immediately:

. forfeit use of or access to the Mayoral vehicle, or

. provide evidence of a properly licensed person who will be the driver ofthe vehicle
whenever used by the Mayor during such period.

Whenever the Mayor has the control of the vehicle, the Mayor must ensure that it is driven

only by a responsible properly licensed person as above.

If the Mayor drives, or allows another person to drive the vehicle without a current driver's

licence, or whilst disqualified for any reason, the Council may withdraw the vehicle from

access by the Mayor.

All traffic fines and penalties incurred by the Mayoral vehicle will be paid by the driver. The

Mayor must keep a record of any drivers of the vehicle, other than the Mayor, whom the

Mayor permits to drive the vehicle.

If the Mayor or a propetly licensed person, by their action, negates any motor vehicle

insurance, that person will be responsible for the payment of costs as a consequence

thereof.

The Mayor always remains responsible for ensuring proper and adequate care and usage of

the vehicle at all times including:

. day to day routine maintenance e.g. fuel, oil, battery, radiator, tyre pressures etc. is
carried out at regular intervals,

. garaging, i.e. if available off-street and under cover,

. the vehicle is kept in a clean condition, by making it available to Council staff weekly for
this purpose,

. all maintenance/repair issues are reported to Fleet Management without delay,

. that any accident or damage to the vehicle is immediately reported using the
appropriate Accident Report Form

. If the Mayor or a properly licensed person, whilst driving the vehicle, is convicted of
drink-driving or an offence leading to licence suspension or loss in association with an
accident involving the Mayoral vehicle, the Mayor will be required to pay the cost of
associated repairs in the event that Council's insurers disclaim responsibilities on the
grounds of such conviction, suspension or loss.

Definitions

"Nominated person” means the holder of a current NSW driver's licence who is nominated by the
Mayor, in writing to the General Manager, as a person who may regularly drive the Mayoral Vehicle
whilst the Mayor is a passenger in the vehicle.
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APPENDIX B

1.1 Provisions under the Local Government Act 1993
1.1.1 General policy-making requirements

Section 252 of the Local Government Act requires councils to adopt or amend a policy annually for
the payment of expenses and the provision of facilities to mayors, deputy mayors and other
councillors. Mayors and councillors can only be reimbursed for expenses and provided with
facilities in accordance with this policy.

Section 252 also makes provision for a council to reduce the amount payable to mayors and
councillors (under sections 248-251 ofthe Act) by the amount representing any private benefit of a
facility provided by the council to them. It also requires that the policy be made under the
provisions of this Act, the Regulation and any relevant guidelines issued under section 23A of the
Act (these guidelines).

Section 252 (Payment of expenses and provision of facilities) states:

(1) Within 5 months after the end of each year, a council must adopt a policy concerning the
payment of expenses incurred or fo be incurred by, and the provision of facilities to, the
mayor, the depuly mayor (i there is one) and the other councillors in relation to discharging
the functions of civic office.

(2)  The policy may provide for fees payable under this Division fo be reduced by an amount
representing the private benefit fo the mayor or a councilfor of a facility provided by the
council to the mayor or councilffor.

(3) A council must nof pay any expenses incurred or fo be incurred by, or provide any facilities
fo, the mayor, the deputy mayor (if there is one) or a councillor otherwise than in accordance
with a policy under this section.

(4) A council may from time to time amend a policy under this section.

(9) A policy under this section must comply with the provisions of this Act, the regulations and
any relevant guidelines issued under section 23A.

1.1.2 Policy development, review and submission requirements

Section 253 of the Act specifies actions that council must undertake before a policy concerning
expenses and facilities can be adopted or amended. It requires councils to make and submit their
expenses and provision of facilities policies annually to the Division of Local Government.

Section 253 (Public notice of proposed policy or amendments concerning expenses and facilities)
states:

(1) A council must give public nofice of its intention to adopt or amend a policy for the payment
of expenses or provision of facilities allowing at least 28 days for the making of public
submissions.

{2) Before adopting or amending the policy, the council must consider any submissions made
within the time alfowed for submissions and make any appropriate changes to the draft policy
or amendment.

(3) Despite subsections (1) and (2), a councif need not give public notice of a proposed
amendment to its policy for the payment of expenses or provision of facilities if the council is
of the opinion that the proposed amendment is not substantial

(4 Within 28 days after adopting a policy or rmaking an amendment fo a policy for which public
notice is required fo be given under this section, a council is fo forward fo the Director-
General:
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(@) a copy of the policy or amendment together with details of all submissions received in
accordance with subsection (1), and

(b) a statement sefting out, for each submission, the council’s response to the submission
and the reasons for the councif's response, and

(c) a copy of the notice given under subsection (1).

(9) A council must comply with this section when proposing fo adopt a policy each year in
accordance with section 252 (1) even if the council proposes to adopt a policy that is the
same as its existing policy.

Section 254 of the Act requires that a part of a council or committee meeting which considers the
adopting or amending of such a policy must not be closed to the public.

1.1.3 The role of a councillor

Section 232 of the Local Government Act defines the role of a councillor. It provides that
councillors have two distinct roles; as a member of the governing body of the council; and as an
elected person. Councils as members of the governing body should work as part of a team to
make decisions and policies that guide the activities of the council. The role as an elected person
requires councillors to represent the interests of the community and provide leadership. Councillor
expenses and facilities policies should facilitate and assist councillors to carry out their role.

Section 232 (What is the role of a councillor?) states:

(1)  The role of a councilior is, as a member of the governing body of the council:

. to direct and confrof the affairs of the council in accordance with this Act

. to participate in the optimum affocation of the council's resources for the benefit of the
area

. to play a key role in the creation and review of the council’s policies and objectives and

criteria relating to the exercise of the council's regulafory functions

. to review the performance of the councif and its delivery of services, and the
management plans and revenue policies of the counci

(2)  The role of a councilior is, as an elected person:
. to represent the inferests of the residents and ratepayers
. to provide leadership and guidance fo the community

. to facilitate communication between the community and the council.

1.1.4 Other requirements

Section 12 provides that the public is able to inspect during office hours at the council, and at no
charge, the current version and the immediately preceding version ofthe council's expenses and
facilities policy. The public are also entitled to a copy of the policy either free of charge or on
payment of a reasonable copying charge.

Section 23A makes provision for the Director General of the former Department of Local
Government to prepare, adopt or vary guidelines that relate to the exercise by a council of any of
its functions. It also requires that a council must take the relevant guidelines into consideration
before exercising any of its functions.
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1.2 Provisions under the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005

Clause 271 of the Regulation requires councils to include detailed information in their annual
reports about the payment of expenses and facilities to councillors.

Clause 217 (Additional information for inclusion in annual reports) states in part:

(1) Forthe purposes of section 428 (2) (1) of the Act, an annual report of a council is to include
the following information:

details (inciuding the purpose) of overseas visits undertaken during the year by councilfors,
council staff or other persons while representing the council (including visits sponsored by
other organisations),

(a1) details of the total cost during the year of the payment of the expenses of, and the provision
of facilities fo, councillors in relation fo their civic functions (as paid by the counci,
reimbursed fo the counciilor or reconcifed with the councifior), including separate defails on
the tofal cost of each of the foliowing:

() the provision during the year of dedicafed office equipment allocated fo councillors on a
personal basis, such as laptop computers, mobile telephones and landline telephones
and facsimile machines installed in counciliors’ homes (including equipment and line
renfal costs and internet access costs but nof including call costs),

(i)  telephone calls made by councillors, including calls made from mobile telephones
provided by the councif and from landline telephones and facsimile services installed in
councillors’ homes,

(i)  the attendance of counciliors at conferences and seminars,
(iv)  the training of counciflors and the provision of skill development for counciflors,

(v} interstate visits underfaken during the year by councillors while representing the
council, including the cost of transport, the cost of accommodation and other out-of-
pockef traveliing expenses,

(vi) owverseas visits undertaken during the year by councilfors while representing the
council, including the cost of fransport, the cost of accommuodation and other out-of-
pockef traveliing expenses,

(vii) the expenses of any spouse, partner or ofher person who accompanied a councillor in
the perorrrmance of his or her civic functions, being expenses payable in accordance
with the Guidelines for the payment of expenses and the provision of facifities for
Mayors and Councillors for Local Councils in NSW prepared by the Director-General
from time to time,

(vii) expenses involved in the provision of care for a child of, or an immediate family
member of, a councillor, to allow the councillor to undertake his or her civic functions.

Clause 403 disallows the payment of a general expense allowance and for a vehicle to be made
available for the exclusive use of a councillor other than the mayor.

Clause 403 (Payment of expenses and provision of facilities) states:

A policy under section 252 of the Local Government Act 1993 must not include any provision
enabling a council:

(a) to pay any councillor an aliowance in the nature of a general expense allowance, or

(b)) to make a motor vehicle owned or leased by the council available for the exclusive or
primary use or disposition of a particular councillor other than a mayor.
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