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 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 3 November 2014. Page 356   C10.6 Minutes of the Warringah Pittwater Bush Fire Management Committee Meeting held on 3 June 2014    Meeting: Natural Environment Committee Meeting Date: 3 November 2014   STRATEGY: Disaster, Emergency & Risk Management Strategy  ACTION: To work effectively with all emergency and utility agencies to improve emergency response   PURPOSE OF REPORT  To report to Council the minutes of the Warringah Pittwater Bush Fire Management Committee meeting held on 3 June 2014. The minutes are given in Attachment 1.   1.0 BACKGROUND  1.1 The Warringah Pittwater Bush Fire Management Committee (BFMC) coordinates bushfire management in the Pittwater and Warringah local government areas. The BFMC comprises representatives from; Warringah Pittwater District Rural Fire Service, NSW Fire and Rescue, Pittwater Council, Warringah Council, Office of Environment and Heritage, NSW Nature Conservation Council, Land and Property Management Authority, Roads and Maritime Service and Ausgrid. The BFMC is responsible for preparing, implementing and reviewing the Warringah Pittwater Bushfire Risk Management Plan (BFRMP).  1.2 The Warringah Pittwater Bush Fire Management Committee meets quarterly to plan for and discuss issues such as; the progress of annual hazard reduction programs, APZ and fire trial maintenance, fire mitigation funding etc.  2.0 ISSUES  Issues relevant to the Pittwater LGA;  2.1 Final update on the 2013-14 Hazard Reduction Program    20 hazard reduction burns were completed covering 267.9 of the planned 839 hectares across the Warringah Pittwater district. 7 hazard reduction burns occurred in Pittwater’s bushland reserves including; Deep Creek Reserve, Attunga Reserve, McKay Reserve, Annie Wyatt Reserve, Sunrise Reserve, Woodlands Reserve and Stapleton Park.  2.2 2014-15 Hazard Reduction Program  At this meeting the final 2014-15 Hazard Reduction Plan was tabled for adoption.  15 hazard reduction burns are proposed to occur in Pittwater’s bushland reserves and will be undertaken by the Rural Fire Service or Fire and Rescue NSW.     



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 3 November 2014. Page 357  All proposed hazard reduction works have been entered into BRIMS (Bushfire Risk Information Management System). A systematic approach will be taken to undertake environmental assessment in preparation for burning. Hazard reduction Certificates (HRCs) will be issued for reserves with ongoing manual hazard reduction works. These certificates will be valid for 3 years. HRCs issued for hazard reduction burns will be issued for 12 months.  Update 14 October 2014: Two of the proposed hazard reduction burns have been completed. An area burn was undertaken at Rocky Point on 9 August 2014 and approximately 30 ecological pile burns were undertaken in the south-western part of Ingleside Chase Reserve on 27 September 2014. The ecological piles burns were undertaken to reduce fuel in the Asset Protection Zone as well as promote habitat regeneration for the endangered Eastern Pygmy-possum while retaining stands of mature heath vegetation.  2.3 Mitigation Funding 2014-15  An application for Fire Mitigation and Resilience Grant funding was submitted to the RFS to undertake manual Asset Protection works behind properties at South Mackerel Beach. Burning is not possible due to geotechnical issues.  2.4 Risk Management Plan   All hazard reduction works and inspections are to be entered into BRIMS on a regular basis for reporting purposes.   2.5 10/50 Legislation   The Minutes record that as at the 3 June meeting, the 10/50 “legislation had not been passed as yet”. Since this meeting:  • the legislation has been gazette by the NSW Government,  • subsequently the legislation has been partially modified for Category 2 Bushfire Prone Reserves, and • a re-assessment of Category 1 Bushfire Prone Reserves is currently being carried out.    3.0 SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT  Sustainability Assessment is not required     4.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 4.1 The BFMC met on the 3 June 2014.  The above issues relevant to Pittwater LGA were discussed.  The minutes are given in Attachment 1.    



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 3 November 2014. Page 358    RECOMMENDATION  1. That the Minutes of the Warringah Pittwater Bush Fire Management Committee Meeting held on 3 June 2014 be noted.  2. That Pittwater Council continue to seek appropriate changes to the 10/50 legislation and regularly update Council on any such changes.       Report prepared by Kim Macqueen - Biodiversity Officer – Natural Environment & Education   Mark Beharrell MANAGER – NATURAL ENVIRONMENT & EDUCATION   
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 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 3 November 2014. Page 364       Council Meeting       11.0 Adoption of Connecting Communities Committee Recommendations      12.0 Adoption of Natural Environment Committee Recommendations    


