
 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 15 September 2014. Page 153    REFERENCE POINT  1. That the verbal update by Melinda Hewitt, Manager - Place Management be noted.  2. That Council be commended on the Enliven program and a further update on the Mona Vale case study be included at the November meeting.  (Ms Kim Jones / Ms Jacqui Marlow)     STV4.4 Pittwater Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2014  Proceedings in Brief  Ms Anne-Maree Newbery, Principal Planner (Strategic) addressed the meeting on this item.   The Sustainable Towns and Villages Reference Group were provided with an update on the Pittwater Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2014 and amended Pittwater 21 Development Control Plan (DCP) (to be consistent with the provisions and terminology of the Pittwater LEP 2014) which came into effect on 27 June 2014. It is evident that a number of changes have been made by Planning and Infrastructure NSW since Council adopted the draft Pittwater LEP on 20 December 2013. Council has been working with the Department to resolve outstanding issues. The Department advised that a letter to Council regarding the changes made to the Pittwater LEP 2014 had been drafted and was awaiting sign-off.  Discussion Points: Q: What sort of issues did Council have with the Departments amendments? A: The Council had issues with changes to the following: • Clause 7.8 Limited development on foreshore area,  • Removal of labels, buffer area and creek line corridor from the Urban Release Area Map, • Changes to Zone objectives, zones and removal of some land uses from zones,  • Changes to the Lot Size Map   Q: Limited development on foreshore area, what changes have been made and have they   been adopted? A: Council had proposed changes to Clause 7.8 Limited development on foreshore area which excluded extension and alterations to existing dwelling. The draft Local Environmental Plan was tabled to the Department for endorsement, however prior to the finalisation and adoption of the draft Local Environmental Plan, the Department amended the clause to reflect the Standard Planning Instrument model clause.   Q: Can the reference group members and associations write to our local member to assist with removing clauses? A: Yes.  Q: What were the changes to the Ingleside Land Release? A: Minor changes were made to the Urban Release Area (URA) Map which removed labels to the specific sectors, removal of the buffer zone and creekline corridor. The changes to the URA Map significantly impacted workability of clause 6.1 Warriewood Valley Release Area. Council have instigated a section73a amendment to address the issue. The s73a Amendment was instigated shortly after the Pittwater LEP 2014 was endorsed and gazetted. The section 73a Amendment is still progressing.    



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 15 September 2014. Page 154   REFERENCE  POINT  3. That the verbal update by Anne-Maree Newbery and Andrew Pigott be noted.  4. That this committee express its concerns regarding the actions taken by the Department unilaterally in regards to the amendments made without consulting Pittwater Council.   (Mr Peter Mayman / Mr Geoff Sheppard)      STV4.5 1200sqm minimum subdivision standard project    Proceedings in Brief  Ms Anne-Maree Newbery, Principal Planner (Strategic) and Mr Andrew Pigott, Manager Planning and Assessment addressed the meeting on this item.  The Sustainable Towns and Village Reference Group were provided an update on the 1200sq metre minimum subdivision project and advised that the commencement of the community consultation process is scheduled to start in late September 2014. The focus of the Project is to undertake additional specific and detailed investigation and community consultation on the appropriateness of the 1200sq metre minimum subdivision lot size standard contained in Pittwater 21 DCP. The project will be centred on a comprehensive 6 week exhibition and community engagement process which is scheduled to commence in late September 2014. The process seeks to obtain the views and aspirations of impacted stakeholders and the wider Pittwater Community.  Matters arising from the discussion  Q: Why is Council reviewing this Policy and what affect will it have if it is removed from the DCP and place into the LEP? A: A number of submissions regarding the 1200sq metre subdivision standard were raised by the community during the exhibition of the draft Local Environmental Plan.  Council at its Council Meeting of the 5 August, 2013 resolved the following:    “That Council undertake further investigation and consultation on the appropriateness of  the 1,200m² minimum subdivision lot size standard, including consultation with affected  property owners and the wider Pittwater community, commencing in the first half of 2014,  following the finalisation of the Pittwater LEP 2013.  The placement of the 1200sq metre subdivision standard into the Local Environmental Plan provides for greater certainty, consistency and reduces complexity as all the subdivision standards will be located in the LEP, rather than being located in multiple documents. By placing the 1200sq metre subdivision standard in the LEP also reduces the flexibility in regards to its application.  Q: Can you please further explain 2.2, The LEP 2014 outlines minimum subdivision sizes for land zoned R2 Low Density Residential and E4 Environmental Living, being: • North of Mona Vale Road (700 square metres) • South of Mona Vale Road (550 square metres).  A: The LEP has minimum land sizes available for subdivision for land zoned R2 Low Density Residential and E4 Environmental Living. Different requirements will apply in regards to these lots depending were the land is situated either north of Mona Vale Road which is 700sqm or south of Mona Vale Road is 550sqm.   It is a historical control, based on established character and overview of the lot sizes existing in Pittwater. 



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 15 September 2014. Page 155 Q: How was the initial 1200sqm established?  A: The 1200sq metre subdivision standard was established through the Barrenjoey Peninsula – Sensitive Areas Study which was undertaken by Warringah Council prior to Pittwater succeeding.     REFERENCE POINT  That the verbal update by Andrew Pigott be updated (Ms Jennifer Knox / Mr Ray Mills)     STV4.6 Draft Pittwater Community Based Heritage Study Review update    Proceedings in Brief  Ms Anne-Maree Newbery, Principal Planner (Strategic) and Mr Andrew Pigott, Manager Planning and Assessment addressed the meeting on this item.  The Sustainable Towns and Villages Reference Group received an update on the status of the Pittwater Community Based Heritage Study Review (2014) and were advised that the Pittwater Local Environment Plan (LEP) 2014 currently lists 130 individual items of local heritage significance and six heritage conservation areas within the Pittwater Local Government Area (LGA). Following the recent public exhibition, City Plan Heritage will consider all submissions and make any necessary amendments to the draft Pittwater Community Based Heritage Study Review.  The outcomes of the public exhibition and the final Pittwater Community Based Heritage Study Review will be reported back to Council for consideration. Should Council adopt the draft Pittwater Community Based Heritage Study Review, the statutory process for amending the Pittwater LEP 2014 and heritage controls, and Appendix 2 (Heritage Conservation), in the Pittwater 21 DCP, will be commenced.  Matters arising from the discussion  Q: Out of the 53 new nominations in which 20 have objected, what options does an objector have to be excluded from the listing? A: The objector has the opportunity to prepare a submission outlining why the nominated item should not be considered for listing. The submission could outline additional information or provide documentation that requires further consideration prior to being listed. The submissions received are assessed and considered by the Heritage Consultant who will consider the submission and additional information prior to making a final recommendation. Opportunities will also be available to attend the Council meeting to object to the item. An additional planning proposal will go on public exhibition raising further issues.  Q: Why are objectors concerned if their property is included with the Heritage study? A: Objectors concerns are based on the uncertainty Heritage listing places on the future of their property and limiting the options available regarding future alterations and additions. Residents will be unable to use fast tracked approval process, such as exempt and complying provisions and will be required to provide additional information and studies to Council when submitting applications for works.    REFERENCE POINT  That the verbal update by Andrew Pigott be updated  (Ms Kim Jones / Mr Geoff Sheppard) 



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 15 September 2014. Page 156     STV4.7 Steps to a Sustainable Home Update  Proceedings in Brief:  Mr Greg Roberts, Scotland Island Residents Association addressed the reference group on this item. Mr Roberts presented to the group a marketing strategy for the “Steps to a Sustainable Home” which is attached to the minutes at Attachment 6.   REFERENCE POINT   1. That the verbal update by Mr Roberts be noted.  2. The Reference Group commend the dedication and commitment by the Steps to a Sustainable Home work group led by Mr Roberts.   3. That the Reference Group members review the marketing strategy distributed at the meeting for the “Steps to a Sustainable Home” and provide feedback and forward an email to Mr Roberts.   (Mr Ray Mills / Ms Jennifer Knox)     5.0 Emerging Business                STV5.1 Northern Beaches Health Services Redevelopment Roadworks - Environmental Considerations   REFERENCE POINT  That the Reference Group members encourage their associations to write to Roads and Maritime Services and provide comment regarding the Wakehurst Parkway and wildlife connectivity between Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment and Garrigal National Park prior to 28 August 2014.  (Ms Jacqui Marlow / Ms Kim Jones)      6.0 Next Meeting  The next meeting of the Sustainable Towns and Villages Reference Group meeting will be held on 19 November 2014 in the Conference Room, Level 3, 5 Vuko Place, Warriewood commencing at 4.00pm.   THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CONCLUDED AT 6.04PM WEDNESDAY, 20 AUGUST 2014. 
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 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 15 September 2014. Page 164  ATTACHMENT 3 Sustainable Towns and Villages Minutes  SUBJECT: Submission on the proposed 10/50 Vegetation Clearing Code of practice  Meeting: Natural Environment Committee Date: 4 August 2014   STRATEGY: Flora & Fauna  ACTION: To sustainably manage urban forest tree canopy and native bushland   PURPOSE OF REPORT  To present for the consideration of Council a submission in response to the proposed 10/50 Vegetation Clearing Code of Practice, prepared by the NSW Rural Fire Service (refer Appendix 1).  1.0 BACKGROUND  1.1 The draft 10/50 vegetation Clearing Code of Practice is in response to property loss associated with the bushfire in the Blue Mountains in 2013.    1.2 The code was on exhibition for four weeks with comments being received up until 21 July 2014.  Council staff have forwarded a submission (refer Appendix 2) regarding concerns to the Manager Community Planning, NSW Rural Fire Service.   1.3 The Code allows for the removal of trees for 10m and any vegetation less than 3m for 50m from any residential structure.    1.4 Compliance with the code supersedes all other “clearing legislation” for example Council’s tree preservation order.   2.0 ISSUES 2.1 The actual locations of 10/50 Vegetation Clearing Entitlement Areas have not yet been provided to Council.  The impacts cannot then be fully understood. 2.2 Depending on the location and uptake by property owners there are potentially numerous impacts, these include: • Loss of scenic amenity and change to the character of Pittwater • Impacts on flora and fauna, • Geotechnical problems.  3.0 SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT   3.1 Supporting & Connecting our Community (Social)   The submission on the 10/50 vegetation Clearing Code is an opportunity for Council and the community to provide comment on the legislation that may significantly affect the aesthetic significance of our sense of identity, culture and place.   



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 15 September 2014. Page 165  3.2 Valuing & Caring for our Natural Environment (Environmental)   The review of the 10/50 vegetation Clearing Code is an opportunity for Council to advocate for our desired environmental outcomes and express concerns regarding environmental conservation and management that may be affected by implementation of the code.   3.3 Enhancing our Working & Learning (Economic)   The review of the 10/50 vegetation Clearing Code will have minimal impact on the local economy, employment or educational opportunities.   3.4 Leading an Effective & Collaborative Council (Governance)   The review provides an opportunity for Council to be proactive and clearly outline the issues and concerns we foresee before the state wide implications are imminent and certain.  3.5 Integrating our Built Environment (Infrastructure)   The review of the 10/50 vegetation Clearing Code provides Council an opportunity to raise concerns with the NSW Rural Fire Service regarding the recommendations and deficiencies in the code.   4.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  4.1 The Code allows for the removal of trees for 10m and any vegetation less than 3m for 50m from any residential structure.  The draft code is provided as attachment 1.  Council staff has forwarded a submission (provided as attachment 2) regarding concerns to the Manager Community Planning.  4.2 Depending on the location and uptake by property owners there are potentially numerous impacts, these include: • Loss of scenic amenity and change to the character of Pittwater. • Impacts on flora and fauna. • Geotechnical problems.  4.3 The actual location where 10/50 Vegetation Clearing Entitlement Area have not yet been provided to Council.  The impacts cannot then be fully understood.   RECOMMENDATION  1. That the information provided in the report be noted. 2. That the submission outlined in Attachment 2 to the Manager Community Planning, NSW Rural Fire Service, be endorsed by Council. 3. That Council make representations to Minister of Environment and the Minister for Emergency Services on the potential impacts of the draft code.    Report prepared by   Mark Beharrell MANAGER, NATURAL ENVIRONMENT & EDUCATION  
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