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 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 15 September 2014. Page 123  ATTACHMENT 8 Leading and Learning Minutes  SUBJECT: Submission on the proposed 10/50 Vegetation Clearing Code of practice  Meeting: Natural Environment Committee Date: 4 August 2014   STRATEGY: Flora & Fauna  ACTION: To sustainably manage urban forest tree canopy and native bushland   PURPOSE OF REPORT  To present for the consideration of Council a submission in response to the proposed 10/50 Vegetation Clearing Code of Practice, prepared by the NSW Rural Fire Service (refer Attachment 1).  1.0 BACKGROUND  1.1 The draft 10/50 vegetation Clearing Code of Practice is in response to property loss associated with the bushfire in the Blue Mountains in 2013.    1.2 The code was on exhibition for four weeks with comments being received up until 21 July 2014.  Council staff have forwarded a submission (refer Attachment 2) regarding concerns to the Manager Community Planning, NSW Rural Fire Service.   1.3 The Code allows for the removal of trees for 10m and any vegetation less than 3m for 50m from any residential structure.    1.4 Compliance with the code supersedes all other “clearing legislation” for example Council’s tree preservation order.   2.0 ISSUES 2.1 The actual locations of 10/50 Vegetation Clearing Entitlement Areas have not yet been provided to Council.  The impacts cannot then be fully understood. 2.2 Depending on the location and uptake by property owners there are potentially numerous impacts, these include: • Loss of scenic amenity and change to the character of Pittwater • Impacts on flora and fauna, • Geotechnical problems.  3.0 SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT   3.1 Supporting & Connecting our Community (Social)   The submission on the 10/50 vegetation Clearing Code is an opportunity for Council and the community to provide comment on the legislation that may significantly affect the aesthetic significance of our sense of identity, culture and place.   



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 15 September 2014. Page 124  3.2 Valuing & Caring for our Natural Environment (Environmental)   The review of the 10/50 vegetation Clearing Code is an opportunity for Council to advocate for our desired environmental outcomes and express concerns regarding environmental conservation and management that may be affected by implementation of the code.   3.3 Enhancing our Working & Learning (Economic)   The review of the 10/50 vegetation Clearing Code will have minimal impact on the local economy, employment or educational opportunities.   3.4 Leading an Effective & Collaborative Council (Governance)   The review provides an opportunity for Council to be proactive and clearly outline the issues and concerns we foresee before the state wide implications are imminent and certain.  3.5 Integrating our Built Environment (Infrastructure)   The review of the 10/50 vegetation Clearing Code provides Council an opportunity to raise concerns with the NSW Rural Fire Service regarding the recommendations and deficiencies in the code.   4.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  4.1 The Code allows for the removal of trees for 10m and any vegetation less than 3m for 50m from any residential structure.  The draft code is provided as Appendix 1.  Council staff has forwarded a submission (provided as Appendix 2) regarding concerns to the Manager Community Planning.  4.2 Depending on the location and uptake by property owners there are potentially numerous impacts, these include: • Loss of scenic amenity and change to the character of Pittwater. • Impacts on flora and fauna. • Geotechnical problems.  4.3 The actual location where 10/50 Vegetation Clearing Entitlement Area have not yet been provided to Council.  The impacts cannot then be fully understood.   RECOMMENDATION  1. That the information provided in the report be noted. 2. That the submission outlined in Attachment 2 to the Manager Community Planning, NSW Rural Fire Service, be endorsed by Council. 3. That Council make representations to Minister of Environment and the Minister for Emergency Services on the potential impacts of the draft code.    Report prepared by   Mark Beharrell MANAGER, NATURAL ENVIRONMENT & EDUCATION  
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