
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 AGENDA 
 
 

 
COMMUNITY SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Community Safety 
Advisory Committee will be held in Manly Town Hall on 

 

THURSDAY 14 AUGUST 2025 

 

Beginning at 9:00 AM for the purpose of considering matters included 
in this agenda. 
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Quorum 

A majority of members plus the Mayor or another Councillor. 

Committee Members 

Cr Sue Heins Frenchs Forest Ward – Mayor - Chair 
Cr Candy Bingham Manly Ward 
Cr Ruth Robins Narrabeen Ward – Deputy Mayor (alternate) 
Cr Vincent De Luca OAM Narrabeen Ward (alternate) 
Cr Rowie Dillon Pittwater Ward 
Cr Nick Beaugeard Curl Curl Ward 
Supt John Duncan Northern Beaches Police Area Command 
Aileen Ogilvie Northern Beaches Community Drug Action Team 
Vacant Northern Beaches Domestic Violence Network 
Doug Brooker Northern Beaches Liquor Accord 
Sarah Sweeney Northern Beaches Mental Health Interagency 
Sam King Northern Beaches Youth Interagency 
Michele Bell Northern Sydney Community Network (Seniors sector) 
Sarah Kingsbeer Northern Sydney Housing and Homelessness Interagency 
Melissa Palermo Northern Sydney Local Health District 
Eugene McGarrell Northern Sydney Health Network | Northern Sydney PHN 
Vacant Community Representative – Curl Curl Ward 
Libby Paulsen Community Representative – Frenchs Forest Ward 
Lucy Band Community Representative – Manly Ward 
Mary Brearton Community Representative – Narrabeen Ward 
Kylie Ferguson Community Representative – Pittwater Ward 
Dr Sophie Scamps Federal Member for Mackellar  
Zali Steggall OAM MP Federal Member for Warringah 
Matt Cross MP State Member for Davidson 
James Griffin MP State Member for Manly 
Jacqui Scruby MP State Member for Pittwater 
Michael Regan MP State Member for Wakehurst 

Council Officer Contacts 

Scott Phillips Chief Executive Officer 
David Kerr Director Community and Recreation 
Kylie Walshe Executive Manager Community, Arts and Culture 
Azmeena Kelly Executive Manager Environmental Compliance 
Jeremy Smith Executive Manager Parks & Open Space 
Will Wrathall Manager Community Development 
Kath Young Community Safety Coordinator 
Helen Askew Program Support Officer Community Development 
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Agenda for a meeting of the Community Safety Advisory Committee  
to be held on Thursday 14 August 2025 in Manly Town Hall 
Commencing at 9:00 AM 
 

1.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY .................................................................... 4 

2.0 APOLOGIES .............................................................................................................. 4 

3.0 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST ................................................................................. 4 

4.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING   

4.1 Minutes of the Community Safety Advisory Committee Meeting held on 8 May 
2025 ........................................................................................................................... 4    

5.0 ACTIONS UPDATE .................................................................................................... 5 

5.1 Actions Update ........................................................................................................... 5  

6.0 AGENDA ITEMS ........................................................................................................ 6 

6.1 Police Report - Superintendent John Duncan - 30 minutes ....................................... 6 

6.2 Environmental Compliance Report - 15 minutes ........................................................ 8 

6.3 Legal Graffiti Walls - 15 minutes................................................................................. 9 

6.4 Review of Community Safety Plan - 15 minutes ...................................................... 11 

6.5 Community Safety Update - 5 minutes ..................................................................... 13  

7.0 GENERAL BUSINESS 

Nil  

  
NEXT MEETING Thursday 13 November 2025 
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1.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

As a sign of respect, Northern Beaches Council acknowledges the traditional custodians of these 
lands on which we gather and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 

 

2.0 APOLOGIES 

All members are expected to attend the Community Safety Advisory Committee meetings or 
tender their apologies to the Chair or Committee liaison person. If members are unable to 
attend they may delegate their position to another member of their organisation, with the 
approval of the Chair. 

 

3.0 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 

Members should disclose any "pecuniary" or "non-pecuniary" interests in matters included in 
the agenda. The Northern Beaches Council Code of Conduct (the Code) provides guidance on 
managing conflicts of interests.   

A pecuniary interest is defined in Section 4 of the Code as: 

A pecuniary interest is an interest that you have in a matter because of a reasonable 
likelihood or expectation of appreciable financial gain or loss to you or a person referred to 
in clause 4.3.  

A non-pecuniary conflict of interest is defined in Section 5 of the Code as: 

A non-pecuniary conflict of interest exists where a reasonable and informed person would 
perceive that you could be influenced by a private interest when carrying out your official 
functions in relation to a matter. 

If you required further information or guidance about disclosing an interest please contact 
Governance at councilmeetings@northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au. 

 

4.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

4.1 MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON 8 MAY 2025 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the minutes of the Community Safety Advisory Committee Meeting held on 8 May 2025, 
copies of which were previously circulated to all members, be confirmed as a true and correct 
record of the proceedings of that meeting. 

   
 

https://files.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/policies-register/code-conduct/code-conduct-policy/northernbeachescodeofconduct.pdf
mailto:councilmeetings@northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au
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5.0 ACTIONS UPDATE 

 

ITEM 5.1 ACTIONS UPDATE 

 

ISSUE 
To update the Committee on actions arising from previous meetings. 

BACKGROUND 
 
MEETING OF 8 MAY 2025 
 

ITEM 
NO. ACTION RESPONSIBLE 

OFFICER PROGRESS 

5 Report on outcomes of the survey of young people 
on legal graffiti walls.  

Sam King 

Will Wrathall 

Report will be 
provided at 
Agenda Item 6.3 

6.3  Provide an update on the development of a Good 
Neighbour Guideline. 

Azmeena Kelly   Report will be 
provided at May 
2026 meeting. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the Committee: 

1. Receive and note the information. 

2. Confirm the draft May 2025 Minutes as a true and correct record of the proceedings of that 
meeting. 

 
 
Reporting officer  Manager, Community Development  
TRIM file ref 2025/433497 
Attachments Nil 

 
  



ITEM 6.1 COMMUNITY SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING - 14 AUGUST 2025 

6 

6.0 AGENDA ITEMS 

 

ITEM 6.1 POLICE REPORT - SUPERINTENDENT JOHN DUNCAN - 30 MINUTES 

 

ISSUE 
This is a standing item on the agenda. The Commander, Northern Beaches Police Area Command 
will brief the Committee on relevant crime and safety issues. 

BACKGROUND 
The Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research (BOCSAR) publish recorded crime statistics for NSW 
each quarter. Recorded crime statistics for selected major offence categories over the period 
October 2019 to September 2024 for the Northern Beaches Local Government Area and NSW are 
attached for the information of Committee members. 

The Executive Director of BOCSAR provided the following advice in her related media release on 
11 June 2025 which is relevant to the Northern Beaches: 

“Of the three major offences trending upwards, the increase in domestic violence-related 
assault is the most geographically widespread. Most of Regional NSW and several Sydney 
locations are showing increases. We’re also seeing sharper rises in family violence (up 
7.3%) compared to intimate partner assaults (up 4.9%), along with a 9.5% increase in child 
victims of domestic assault coming to police attention. It’s possible that greater community 
awareness and proactive policing are encouraging more victims to come forward. 

Since the introduction of the Sexual Assault Reporting Option (SARO) in January 2023, 
online reporting has surged, making up 22.8% of all sexual assault reports in the year to 
March 2025 and driving 40.5% of the total increase over the past decade. These figures 
highlight the growing willingness of victims to speak out, supported by more accessible and 
confidential reporting pathways.” 

The media release also notes that the theft of alcohol was involved in 24% shoplifting incidents 
across NSW over the 12 months to March 2025. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the information be received and noted. 

 
 
Reporting officer  Manager, Community Development  
TRIM file ref 2025/433335 
Attachments 1 Recorded Crime Statistics - April 2020 – March 2025 - Northern 

Beaches LGA  
 
  

https://bocsar.nsw.gov.au/media/2025/mr-nsw-recorded-crime-statistics-quarterly-update-mar-2025.html
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ITEM 6.2 ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE REPORT - 15 MINUTES 

 

ISSUE 
This is a standing item on the Committee agenda. The Executive Manager, Environmental 
Compliance will brief the Committee on relevant compliance and regulatory issues. 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the information be received and noted. 

 
 
Reporting officer  Manager, Community Development  
TRIM file ref 2025/433419 
Attachments Nil 
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ITEM 6.3 LEGAL GRAFFITI WALLS - 15 MINUTES 

 

ISSUE 
To brief the Committee on the outcomes of a survey of young people on the issue of legal graffiti 
walls. 

BACKGROUND 
At the November 2024 Council meeting, following consideration of a report on graffiti management, 
Council resolved (291/24) to request that the Community Safety Advisory Committee include 
graffiti related issues as a standing item on their Agenda.  
 
At the 13 February 2025 Community Safety Advisory Committee meeting, information was 
provided on the nature of graffiti and the incidence across the Northern Beaches to support 
Committee consideration of matters raised in the Council report. Following that presentation, it was 
agreed that the Committee will continue to include graffiti on the agenda over the short term to 
consider the matter of legal graffiti walls across the Northern Beaches.  
 
At that meeting it was also determined at Action Item 6.4 that the Northern Beaches Youth 
Interagency (NBYI) would lead the consideration of the need to establish more legal graffiti walls 
across the Northern Beaches and would return advice to the Committee to assist further discussion 
on this matter.   
 
Council is unique in having five legal graffiti walls on the Northern Beaches including Wyatt 
Reserve soccer wall in Belrose, Blandford St soccer oval in Collaroy Plateau, Allambie Rd soccer 
oval in Allambie, Millers Reserve, Campbell Pde in Manly Vale and Passmore Reserve in Manly 
Vale.  
 
There are only two other councils in metropolitan Sydney with legal graffiti walls. Inner West 
Council has three dedicated legal graffiti walls, requiring bookings to paint on their designated 
walls through an online booking system.  
 
Waverley Council manages the Bondi Beach Sea Wall, open to artists of all calibres through an 
online application form open year-round and with assessment panels convened to review 
applications every six months for painting permits allocated for a six-month period. 
 
Whilst there is some evidence-based research on the effectiveness of legal graffiti walls as a 
strategy to reduce illegal graffiti, the findings are mixed and context-dependent.   
 
This issue was discussed at the May 2025 Northern Beaches Youth Interagency Meeting and a 
survey was undertaken from May to July 2025 to seek input from young people and youth services 
on this matter. There were 59 survey responses, with 47 from young people themselves and 12 
from local youth services.  
 
The Chair Northern Beaches Youth Interagency will provide an overview of survey findings to 
support the Committee’s consideration of legal graffiti walls. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the Committee: 

1. Receive and note the presentation. 
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Reporting officer  Manager, Community Development  
TRIM file ref 2025/433514 
Attachments Nil 
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ITEM 6.4 REVIEW OF COMMUNITY SAFETY PLAN - 15 MINUTES 

 

ISSUE 
Council staff will deliver a presentation to the Committee on the review of the Northern Beaches 
Community Safety Plan 2021-2026. 

BACKGROUND 
On 30 June 2026 the following strategic documents and plans are due for review by Council:  

• Better Together 2040 Social Sustainability Strategy 
• Community Safety Plan  
• Disability Inclusion Action Plan (DIAP). 

The Northern Beaches Community Safety Plan 2021-2026 was endorsed in September 2021 by 
Council.  

The Community Safety Plan is an important tool to help realise Northern Beaches Council’s Vision 
of a safe, diverse, inclusive and connected community that lives in balance with our extraordinary 
coastal and bushland environment. 

The Community Safety Plan supports the achievement of outcomes under the ‘Safe’ Strategic 
Direction of Better Together 2040 which outlines Council’s long-term commitment to building a 
socially sustainable Northern Beaches.   

The Community Safety Plan provides a five-year roadmap for Council and the community to 
sustain and increase safety for all residents of the Northern Beaches. It outlines the coordinated 
actions that Council, service partners and the community will take to support Council’s work with 
the community and stakeholders to achieve the core outcomes of safe places and safe people.  

The upcoming review of the Community Safety Plan will be undertaken in alignment with the 
reviews of Better Together 2040 and Disability Inclusion Action Plan (DIAP), ensuring a 
coordinated approach to community wellbeing and safety planning for the next five years. 

Now entering its final year, implementation of the current Community Safety Plan is ongoing. 
Council staff have commenced a program of evaluation and engagement to inform the 
development of a revised Community Safety Plan for the period 2026–2031. 

Key achievements to date under the current Community Safety Plan include: 

• Introducing the It Takes a Village neighbourhood program to reduce social isolation  
• Business support programs, particularly in response to COVID-19 
• Increased community awareness of elder abuse and online safety 
• Collaborative projects regarding alcohol and other drug use 
• Launch of strategic plans including Youth Voice Action Plan, Community Wellbeing 

Framework, Resilience Strategy and Community Centres Strategy 
• Collaborating with stakeholders to address sexual assault, safer public transport and youth 

outreach 
• Established CCTV Committee and ongoing Police Council Operational Meetings 
• Review of Alcohol Free Zones (AFZs) including reduction from 19 to 11 zones 
• Community Safety consultation on Night Time Economy (NTE) and Special Entertainment 

Precinct. 

The presentation will share preliminary insights from recent engagement activities including results 
from a recent survey completed by Committee members, before detailing the proposed 
engagement activities and timeline to develop the revised Community Safety Plan 2026–2031. 

https://www.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/media/14926?1753141268
https://www.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/community/better-together-2040
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RECOMMENDATION 
That the Committee: 

1. Receive and note the presentation. 
2. Identify community safety priorities impacting the community from the perspective of their 

networks and opportunities for engagement. 
 

 
Reporting officer  Manager, Community Development  
TRIM file ref 2025/433511 
Attachments Nil 
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ITEM 6.5 COMMUNITY SAFETY UPDATE - 5 MINUTES 

 

ISSUE 
This is a standing item on the agenda for the Community Safety Coordinator to provide an update. 

BACKGROUND 
Alcohol Free Zone Review 

This item relates to the following Community Safety Plan action:  

Conduct a full review of alcohol restricted zoning (Priority area 1: Safe Open Spaces). 

The outcomes of community engagement on the proposal to establish and re-establish Alcohol 
Free Zones (AFZs) across the Northern Beaches were considered by Council at the 15 July 2025 
meeting. Council noted the divergent views of the community on this issue and the Police advice. 

Council resolved to re-establish AFZs in: 

• Brookvale 

• Church Point 

• Dee Why  

• Freshwater A 

• Manly 

• Narrabeen 
Council resolved to establish AFZs in the following areas with amended boundaries: 

• Avalon 

• Collaroy 

• Mona Vale 

• Newport (Zones A and B) 
The following AFZs will cease to operate: 

• From 1 September 2025: Belrose, Cromer and Forestville 

• From 1 December 2025:  Freshwater B and Palm Beach 

The AFZs will commence on 1 September 2025 and be in place until 31 August 2029. Information 
on the endorsed AFZs and changes to the AFZ program are attached for the information of the 
Committee. A signage program and communications will be undertaken in late August/early 
September. 

Police and Council Operational meeting 

A meeting was held on 5 June 2025 with the following key topics of discussion: 

• Upcoming events 
• Discussed locations including: 

o Don’t Jump Rock, Curl Curl 
o Forestville Seniors Centre 
o Balgowlah Oval 
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• E-bike operations 
• Reporting of incidents to Police 
• Alcohol Free Zone review 
• General matters 

A further meeting was held on 7 August 2025, with key topics of discussion shared at the meeting. 
 

Suicide Prevention Working Group Update   

The Northern Beaches Suicide Prevention Working Group met on 13 May 2025.  

An update was provided on Northern Sydney regional developments, particularly the Northern 
Sydney Suicide Prevention Collaborative Monitoring, Evaluation & Learning Framework (MEL) and 
the newly developed Northern Sydney Wellbeing Collaborative, established by the SNHN 
operating as a region wide initiative with local collaboratives in the Northern Beaches, Ryde and 
Hornsby areas to deliver integrated community driven health and wellbeing solutions.  

The Collaborative includes a Steering Committee, a Backbone Support function provided by SNHN 
and a network of established Working Groups. The Wellbeing Collaborative officially launched on 
19 June 2025 and have since held co-design meetings with members.  

The Northern Beaches Suicide Prevention Working Group has been proposed to join this collective 
as one of the first established formal Working Groups. It was agreed the Group would continue to 
monitor these developments, noting that SNHN would provide backbone support to working groups 
including coordination of meeting invitations, minutes and agendas. 

An overview of high-risk public locations on the Northern Beaches and various means restriction 
mitigation strategies was presented by Carmen Betteridge (NSLHD).  

A brief discussion was facilitated to review priorities and actions for the Working Group, which will 
be progressed in the next meeting in September 2025.  
 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the Committee receive and note this information. 

 
 
Reporting officer  Manager, Community Development  
TRIM file ref 2025/433445 
Attachments 1 Maps of Alcohol Free Zones from 1 September 2025  

 
  

https://sydneynorthhealthnetwork.org.au/northern-sydney-wellbeing-collaborative/
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