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 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 2 March 2015. Page 216   C10.3 Minutes of the McCarrs Creek, Mona Vale & Bayview Flood Study Community Working Group held on 12.2.15   Meeting: Natural Environment Committee Date: 2 March 2015   COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN STRATEGY: Disaster, Emergency & Risk Management  COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN OBJECTIVE:  − To promote a well-informed community and that the Council knows how to effectively respond to disaster and emergency situations before during and after − To effectively respond to disasters, emergency situations and provide effective relief measures − To work effectively with all emergency and utility agencies to improve emergency response − To adhere to best practice risk management principles to facilitate more effective decision-making − To manage public liability and risks associated with public infrastructure  − To increase community awareness on effective risk management  − To incorporate risk management in all business activities  − To plan for risks due to natural and manmade hazards  − To provide for business continuity in the event of a major disruption to the Council   DELIVERY PROGRAM ACTION:  − Develop and implement programs to increase resilience to flood and coastal storms − Develop, review and implement flood and coastal storm risk studies and plans in accordance with NSW Government guidelines   1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  1.1 SUMMARY  1. The working Group has been formed to provide advice in the preparation of the McCarrs Creek, Mona Vale & Bayview Flood Study. 2. The Draft Working Papers 1 and 2 have been completed for the Flood Study     2.0 RECOMMENDATION  That the information provided in the report be noted.    3.0 BACKGROUND  3.1 PURPOSE  To consider the draft minutes of the McCarrs Creek, Mona Vale & Bayview Flood Study Community Working Group meeting held at the conference room, Mona Vale Customer Service on 12 February 2015 (refer Attachment 1).     



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 2 March 2015. Page 217 3.2 BACKGROUND  − The McCarrs Creek, Mona Vale & Bayview Flood Study Community Working Group is a forum that assists Pittwater Council in the preparation, development and implementation of floodplain management plans for all flood prone properties in the suburbs of Mona Vale, Bayview, Church Point and parts of Ingleside.  The Working Group is administered by Pittwater Council.  − The formation of the Floodplain Working group by Council is the first formal step in the Floodplain Management Process, as outlines in the NSW Governments Floodplain Development Manual. − The primary function of this working group is to be an advisory body to Council on matters concerning the development, implementation and review of the McCarrs Creek, Mona Vale & Bayview Flood Study. The working group meetings provide a forum for the discussions between Council staff, local residents, interested groups and government authorities on technical, social, economic, environmental and cultural issues.  3.3 POLICY IMPLICATIONS  • Nil  3.4 RELATED LEGISLATION   NSW Government Flood Prone Land Policy and Floodplain Development Manual (2005)  3.5 FINANCIAL ISSUES  3.5.1 Budget • Nil  3.5.2 Resources Implications • Nil  4.0 KEY ISSUES  Pittwater Council is commencing the first stages of the Floodplain Management Process with the McCarrs Creek, Mona Vale & Bayview Flood Study to identify possible flood risks and hazards for the study area.  Royal HaskoningDHV, an independent company specializing in flooding and floodplain risk management, is currently undertaking the study.  Under the NSW Government Flood Prone Land Policy, management of flood prone land is primarily the responsibility of councils. The Floodplain Management Process that councils follow in order to identify, understand and manage flood risk is outlined below: • The Flood Study (current stage) defines the nature and extent of the flood problem. • The Floodplain Risk Management Study assesses management options with respect to existing and proposed development. • The Floodplain Risk management Plan provides Council with a management plan for the floodplain, and is often undertaken in conjunction with the Floodplain Risk Management Study. • Implementation of the Plan involves enacting the recommendations of the Floodplain Risk Management Plan to mitigate flood risks to life and property.   



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 2 March 2015. Page 218 Community consultation is an important component of the McCarrs Creek, Mona Vale & Bayview Flood Study. The local knowledge of residents and business operators personal experiences of flooding are an important source of information. There are a number of ways Council is engaging with the owners of flood prone land in the study area: • Through an online questionnaire. The questionnaire greatly assists in collating people’s knowledge and experience about previous flooding history and existing flood problem areas.  • A Community Working Group has been formed from self-nominated community representations. • A webpage has been established to keep the community informed on the study progress.   McCarrs Creek, Mona Vale & Bayview Flood Study Update – A verbal update by Pittwater Council and Royal HaskoningDHV was provided on the progress of the flood study.     5.0 ATTACHMENTS  Attachment 1: Draft minutes of the McCarrs Creek, Mona Vale & Bayview Flood Study Community Working Group Meeting on 12 February 2015     6.0 SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT  A sustainability assessment is not required for Minutes of Meetings.   Report prepared by Melanie Schwecke, A/Principal Officer – Floodplain Management   Jennifer Pang MANAGER, CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT & CLIMATE CHANGE           
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 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 2 March 2015. Page 246   C10.4 Minutes of the Natural Environment Reference Group Meeting held on 11 February 2015   Meeting: Natural Environment Committee          Date:    2 March 2015   COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN STRATEGY: Corporate Management  COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN OBJECTIVE:  − To provide leadership through ethical, accountable and legislative decision-making processes − To ensure local democratic representation  − To engage proactively with the community in a way that is consistent, appropriate and effective  DELIVERY PROGRAM ACTION:  Maintain and Service Council’s Range of Committees   1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  1.1 SUMMARY  The 11 February 2015 Meeting considered the following discussion topics:  • Place Management & Enliven Pittwater Update • ANZAC Centenary Tree Planting – consideration of tree planting at the Village Park Memorial space • Local Government Reform Update • Review of Reference Groups – Survey Results presented and discussed • Review of Natural Environment Reference Group Reference Points – to be considered as part of Delivery Plan process.    2.0 RECOMMENDATION  1. That Council note the Minutes of the Natural Environment Reference Group Meeting held on 11 February 2015 that relate to the discussion on:  • Place Management & Enliven Pittwater Update • ANZAC Centenary Tree Planting • Local Government Reform Update • Review of Reference Groups • Review of Natural Environment Reference Group Reference Points    



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 2 March 2015. Page 247  2. That Council note the following reference points from that meeting:  2.1 ANZAC Centenary Tree  Planting  � That this matter be brought to the next meeting of the Natural Environment Reference Group with a view to framing a request to Council that the RMS be approached with a formal representation concerning the style of planting as part of the roadworks associated with the Mona Vale Road upgrade and that any planting be in keeping with the current Pittwater Council practice of planting indigenous species.  � That the RSL sub-branches be consulted and that we seek support for the planting of a lone pine in Village Park.  � Mona Vale Residents Association to take the lead in investigating the signage (plaque) for the Mona Vale Victory Tree including its heritage status and reference to the Uniting Church, and that they liaise with Mr Lawler in this regard.    � Mr Hunt to investigate ownership of the site where the Mona Vale Victory Tree and to open up a line of communication with the owners.  � Mr Hunt to liaise with Place Management and the State Government re the possible relocation of the bus stop to Village Park and the significant replanting which may result from this relocation.  2.2 Review of Reference Groups   � The Natural Environment Reference Group: • Notes the summary of results provided. • Supports the renewal of the Community Reference Groups for a new two-year term commencing in May 2015. • Acknowledges a new Expression of Interest process will be undertaken and that existing members are encouraged to reapply.    3.0 BACKGROUND  3.1 PURPOSE  To present to Council for consideration, Minutes of the Natural Environment Reference Group Meeting held on 11 February 2015 (refer Attachment 1).  3.2 BACKGROUND   The Natural Environment Reference Group has a primary role of assisting the Pittwater 2025 Strategic Plan by critically analysing and reviewing the Strategic Goals aligned to the Pittwater Natural Environment and providing Reference Points for further consideration by Council.         



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 2 March 2015. Page 248  The Natural Environment Reference Group has a specific focus on Key Direction 2 – Valuing and caring for our Natural Environment with the primary aims to: • Reduce our ecological footprint • Protect our bushland and biodiversity • Improve the health of our beaches and waterways. As per the Charter of the Natural Environment Reference Group (Reporting Procedures):  Minutes of meetings to be reported to the Natural Environment Committee of Council for consideration.  3.3 POLICY IMPLICATIONS  Nil.  3.4 RELATED LEGISLATION   Nil  3.5 FINANCIAL ISSUES  Budget & Resources Implications  Reference points arising from Reference Groups are considered by Council as part of the Delivery Plan process  4.0 KEY ISSUES  • Place Management & Enliven Pittwater Update • ANZAC Centenary Tree Planting • Local Government Reform Update • Review of Reference Groups • Review of Natural Environment Reference Group Reference Points   5.0 ATTACHMENTS / TABLED DOCUMENTS  • Attachment 1 – Minutes of the Natural Environment Reference Group Meeting held on 11 February 2015. • Nil tabled documents    6.0 SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT  A sustainability assessment is not required for Minutes of Meetings.   Report prepared by   Chris Hunt DIRECTOR, URBAN & ENVIRONMENTAL ASSETS   



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 2 March 2015. Page 249 ATTACHMENT 1                    MINUTES   Natural Environment Reference       Group Meeting held at the Coastal Environment Centre,  Lake Park Road, North Narrabeen on     11 February 2015   Commencing at 4.05pm    



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 2 March 2015. Page 250 Attendance:  Cr Alex McTaggart, Chairperson   And the following Community Representatives:  Ms Wendy Attrill, Clareville and Bilgola Plateau Residents Association Ms Gloria Carroll, Manly Warringah and Pittwater Historical Society Ms Roberta Conroy, Bayview–Church Point Residents Association Ms Lynne Czinner, Warriewood Residents Association Ms Frances Holdaway, Careel Bay, Pittwater Protection Association Ms Susie Kennedy, Palm Beach & Whale Beach Association Ms Sharon Kinnison, Scotland Island Residents Association Ms Karen Lambert, West Pittwater Community Association Ms Margaret Makin, Pittwater Resident Representative Mr Dave Murray, Mona Vale Residents Association Mr Martin Porter, Surfrider Foundation Mr William Thomson, Newport Residents Association Mr Roger Treagus, Pittwater Resident Representative   And the following Council Advisors  Mr Chris Hunt, Director, Urban & Environmental Assets Mr Steve Lawler, Principal Officer Reserves Ms Melinda Hewitt, Manager, Place Management Mr David Bremner, Community Engagement Officer Ms Pamela Tasker, Minute Secretary / Administration Officer   



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 2 March 2015. Page 251    Natural Environment Reference Group Meeting   TABLE OF CONTENTS   Item No Item  Page No     1.0 Apologies   2.0 Declarations of Pecuniary Interest / Non-Pecuniary Conflict of Interest   3.0 Confirmation of Minutes   4.0 Discussion Topics   NE4.1 Place Management & Enliven Pittwater Update   NE4.2 ANZAC Centenary Tree Planting   NE4.3 Local Government Reform Update   NE4.4 Review of Reference Groups   NE4.5 Review of Natural Environment Reference Group Reference Points   5.0 Emerging Business   6.0 Next Meeting                  



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 2 March 2015. Page 252      1.0 Apologies   Notes:  1. Nil apologies.  2. Mr Stuart Taylor, Palm Beach & Whale Beach Association, has tendered his resignation and has asked that his best wishes by conveyed to the Chair, the members and staff associated with the Natural Environment Reference Group.  Ms Susie Kennedy has been nominated as the new delegate representing the Palm Beach & Whale Beach Association.  3. The Chair welcomed Ms Kennedy, the members of the Natural Environment Reference Group and Pittwater Council staff to the meeting.       2.0 Declarations of Pecuniary Interest / Non-Pecuniary Conflict of Interest    Nil.         3.0  Confirmation of Minutes  Note:  The Minutes of the Natural Environment Reference Group Meeting held on 12 November 2014 were accepted by members as a true and accurate record of that meeting.            4.0 Discussion Topics        



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 2 March 2015. Page 253     NE4.1 Place Management & Enliven Pittwater Update   Ms Melinda Hewitt, Manager - Place Management, addressed the Reference Group and explained the new Mona Vale Place Plan (formerly known as a Masterplan) as an example of Place Management.   The Mona Vale Place Planning website is now up and running and can be accessed via the link below:  http://places.pittwater.nsw.gov.au/   Discussion Points:  Place Management is a multidisciplinary approach to the planning, designing and management of public places, town and villages. The aim is the integration of social, cultural and economic goals, programs and infrastructure.    Q:  How do environmental factors fit into Place Plans? A:   Environmental factors and sustainability underpin a Place Plan.    • This is the community’s opportunity to drive the vision for the town centre.   • The unique environment of Pittwater is highly valued by our community and is what attracts visitors and new residents.  All the layers such as social, environmental, building design, infrastructure - they all have to be considered in terms of maintaining our existing character and liveability whilst continuing to grow to meet the needs of our communities.  • Sustainability is considered at every stage via checklists, assessments etc. as part of Council’s processes.   • Place Planning will be almost entirely done in-house.  We will only use consultants for specific expertise not available in Council.  • A number of community engagement events are being planned around the Mona Vale Place Plan.  The first, People & Destinations talks and workshops, are being held 19 – 21 February.  The panel of speakers will include the Mayors of Pittwater and Canada Bay, the Planning Director of Marrickville Council and the CEO of Super Sydney, a voluntary community project that invites Sydneysiders to share their thoughts and ideas about what they consider to be important for future planning.   Notes:  1. The members noted the Place Management update. 2. The Chair thanked Ms Hewitt for her very interesting presentation.    



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 2 March 2015. Page 254     NE4.2 ANZAC Centenary Tree Planting   The Chair addressed the meeting, providing some background to this initiative and advising that grants through the RSL sub branches may be available to cover the costs of ANZAC Centenary Commemorative tree plantings.  Ms Conroy expressed her disappointment that Grevillea caleyi was not considered acceptable, especially as it is an endangered species and unique to Pittwater.  Mr Lawler advised that the problem was that it might not grow anywhere else as it is specific to conditions on the Ingleside/Terrey Hills escarpment.    Ms Conroy and Ms Makin also advised of an existing Victory Tree (Quercus ilex, Holme Oak) in Mona Vale.  They suggested a plaque and perhaps some sympathetic planting around this tree which would serve as a commemoration of the ANZAC Centenary and at the same time would screen an ugly utility box adjacent.  Mr Lawler advised that this tree is on private property so access might be limited.      Mr Lawler further advised that a number of Victory Trees were planted in Pittwater in the 1920s and a few still survive to this day.  Council is only aware of three Holme Oaks in the Pittwater LGA – Mona Vale, Lakeview Road, Warriewood and the Bible Garden, Palm Beach.     Lone Pine:  Pittwater Council has ordered a tree cultivated from the seeds of the original Gallipoli Lone Pine.    This could be planted in Village Park where annual ANZAC ceremonies are held.     REFERENCE POINTS:  � That this matter be brought to the next meeting of the Natural Environment Reference Group with a view to framing a request to Council that the RMS be approached with a formal representation concerning the style of planting as part of the roadworks associated with the Mona Vale Road upgrade and that any planting be in keeping with the current Pittwater Council practice of planting indigenous species.  � That the RSL sub-branches be consulted and that we seek support for the planting of a lone pine in Village Park.  � Mona Vale Residents Association to take the lead in investigating the signage  for the Mona Vale Victory Tree including its heritage status and reference to the Uniting Church, and that they liaise with Mr Lawler in this regard.    � Mr Hunt to investigate ownership of the site of the Mona Vale Victory Tree and to open up a line of communication with the owners.  � Mr Hunt to liaise with Place Management and the State Government re the possible relocation of the bus stop to Village Park and the significant replanting which may result from this relocation.        



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 2 March 2015. Page 255   NE4.3 Local Government Reform Update   Mr Chris Hunt, Director Urban & Environmental Assets, addressed the meeting on this item.  Timeline:  - State election March 2015. - Submissions have to be in by 30 June 2015. - July-October 2015 independent panel to consider submissions. - Minister to announce changes by October-November 2015. - Local Government elections September 2016 based on new Council boundaries.   Discussion Points:  The Chair advised that the Mayor and Councillors at the end of the day will not make the decision concerning amalgamation with our neighbouring Councils.  This is a decision for the community.  We will gather all the information.  Our stated position (see Council resolution below) may not be viable.  If following the assessment a better position emerges and the community chooses this, we will stand by the community decision.  Council Resolution 13 October 2014:  - Council remains committed to a strong independent Pittwater Council providing local representation and delivering local services to the people of Pittwater. - Council is opposed to any proposed merger of Manly, Warringah and Pittwater into one Council.         NE4.4 Review of Reference Groups   Mr David Bremner, Community Engagement Officer, addressed the meeting on this item.  A copy of the PowerPoint presentation on this topic is attached to these Minutes at Appendix 1.   REFERENCE POINTS:  � The Natural Environment Reference Group: • Notes the summary of results provided. • Supports the renewal of the Community Reference Groups for a new two-year term commencing in May 2015. • Acknowledges a new Expression of Interest process will be undertaken and that existing members are encouraged to reapply.   



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 2 March 2015. Page 256  Ms     NE4.5 Review of Natural Environment Reference Group Reference Points   Mr David Bremner, Community Engagement Officer, addressed the meeting on this item.  The Chair advised members that either he or Cr White always spoke to the Minutes of the Natural Environment Reference Group Meetings when they were reported to Council for endorsement.  Any reference points contained in the Minutes were reiterated during this address and any points requiring further action where agreed were referred to the appropriate Council Officers.   Notes:  1. Mr Martin Porter expressed his appreciation of the level of community involvement possible through Pittwater Council.  He advised that most of the Surfrider Foundation members lived in Warringah and that it was much harder for them to have any input with Council or have their concerns addressed.  He advised that he felt very lucky to be living in Pittwater and seeing such a positive response to community input.  2. The members of the Natural Environment Reference Group extended their appreciation to the Chair for all his efforts to promote their concerns.  3. The Chair thanked the members for their contribution and expressed his hope that all members would seek re-nomination to the Reference Group for the new term.       5.0 Emerging Business   NE5.1   Inclusion of Aboriginal Names for Streets, Parks and Reserves.   The Chair advised that this issue is currently under discussion at Council.  His understanding was that there are differing opinions within the aboriginal community as to how appropriate this is and that Council had referred the issue back to that community to advise us on their preferred practice.          6.0 Next Meeting   The next meeting of the Natural Environment Reference Group will be held at 4.00pm on Wednesday 13 May 2015 at the Coastal Environment Centre.      There being no further business the meeting of the Natural Environment Reference Group closed at 6.08pm On Wednesday, 11 February 2015.  
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