
 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 7 April 2015. Page 171   C10.3 Minutes of the Avalon to Palm Beach Floodplain Risk Management Study & Plan Community Working Group held on 5 March 2015   Meeting: Natural Environment Committee Date: 07 April 2015   COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN STRATEGY: Disaster, Emergency & Risk Management  COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN OBJECTIVE:  − To promote a well-informed community and that the Council knows how to effectively respond to disaster and emergency situations before during and after − To effectively respond to disasters, emergency situations and provide effective relief measures − To work effectively with all emergency and utility agencies to improve emergency response  − To increase community awareness on effective risk management  − To plan for risks due to natural and manmade hazards   DELIVERY PROGRAM ACTION:  − Develop and implement programs to increase resilience to flood and coastal storms − Develop, review and implement flood and coastal storm risk studies and plans in accordance with NSW Government guidelines   1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  1.1 SUMMARY  1. The flood Working Group provides advice in the preparation of the Avalon to Palm Beach Floodplain Risk Management Study & Plan. 2. Minutes of the 2nd meeting of the working group incorporating an update of the flood model review, community flood survey findings, and preliminary findings from the flood damaged assessment.   2.0 RECOMMENDATION  That the information provided in the report on the Minutes of the 2nd meeting of the Avalon to Palm Beach Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan Working Group be noted.    3.0 BACKGROUND  3.1 PURPOSE  To consider the draft minutes of the Avalon to Palm Beach Floodplain Risk Management Study & Plan (FRMS&P) Working Group meeting held at the Avalon Annexe on 5 March 2015 (refer Attachment 1).        



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 7 April 2015. Page 172  3.2 BACKGROUND − The Avalon to Palm Beach Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan (FRMS&P) Working Group is a forum that assists Pittwater Council in the preparation, development and implementation of floodplain management plans for all flood prone properties between Bilgola Beach to the South to Palm Beach in the North.  The Working Group is administered by Pittwater Council.  − The formation of the Floodplain Working group by Council is the first formal step in the Floodplain Management Process, as outlines in the NSW Government’s Floodplain Development Manual. − The primary function of this working group is to be an advisory body to Council on matters concerning the development, implementation and review of the Avalon to Palm Beach Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan. The working group meetings provide a forum for the discussions between Council staff, local residents, interested groups and government authorities on technical, social, economic, environmental and cultural issues.  3.3 POLICY IMPLICATIONS • Nil  3.4 RELATED LEGISLATION   NSW Government Flood Prone Land Policy and Floodplain Development Manual (2005)  3.5 FINANCIAL ISSUES  3.5.1 Budget • Nil  3.5.2 Resources Implications • Nil  4.0 KEY ISSUES Pittwater Council is continuing the next stages of the Floodplain Management Process with the Avalon to Palm Beach Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan to identify possible flood mitigation and management options for the study area. The study area covers the suburbs of Bilgola Beach, Bilgola Plateau, Clareville, Avalon Beach, Whale Beach and Palm Beach. This floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan follows on from the 2013 Careel Creek Catchment Flood Study (WMA Water) and the 2013 Overland Flow Mapping and Flood Study (Cardno) for the study area. NSW Public Works (Manly Hydraulics Laboratory), a company specialising in flooding and floodplain risk management, is currently undertaking the study. Under the NSW Government Flood Prone Land Policy, management of flood prone land is primarily the responsibility of councils. The Floodplain Management Process that councils follow in order to identify, understand and manage flood risk is outlined below: − The Flood Study (completed) defines the nature and extent of the flood problem. − The Floodplain Risk Management Study (current stage) assesses management options with respect to existing and proposed development. − The Floodplain Risk management Plan (current stage) provides Council with a management plan for the floodplain, and is often undertaken in conjunction with the Floodplain Risk Management Study. − Implementation of the Plan involves enacting the recommendations of the Floodplain Risk Management Plan to mitigate flood risks to life and property. 



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 7 April 2015. Page 173 Community consultation is an important component of the Avalon to Palm Beach Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan. The local knowledge of residents’ and business operators’ personal experiences of flooding are an important source of information. There are a number of ways Council is engaging with the owners of flood prone land in the study area: − Through an online questionnaire. The questionnaire greatly assists in collating people’s knowledge and experience about previous flooding history and existing flood problem areas.  − A Community Working Group has been formed from self-nominated community representations. − A website has been established to keep the community informed on the study progress.  Avalon to Palm Beach FRMS&P Update – A verbal update by MHL (NSW Public Works) was provided on the progress of the Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan.     5.0 ATTACHMENTS  • ATTACHMENT 1: Draft minutes of the Avalon to Palm Beach Floodplain Risk Management Study & Plan Working Group Meeting on 05 March 2015     6.0 SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT  A sustainability assessment is not required for Minutes of Meetings.   Report prepared by Melanie Schwecke, A/Principal Officer – Floodplain Management   Jennifer Pang MANAGER, CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT & CLIMATE CHANGE           
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 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 7 April 2015. Page 205      Council Meeting      11.0 Adoption of Connecting Communities Committee Recommendations    12.0 Adoption of Natural Environment Committee Recommendations      


