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3.0 BACKGROUND 
 

3.1 PURPOSE 
 

To present to Council for consideration, the Minutes of Sustainable Towns and Villages 
Reference Group Meeting held on 18 November 2015 (refer Attachment 1). 
 

3.2 BACKGROUND 
 

The Sustainable Towns and Villages Reference Group was established by Council to 
consider matters involving goals and initiatives contained in the key direction of Council’s 
Strategic Plan – Integrating Our Built Environment. 
 
The strategic objectives within the associated key direction are: 

 Asset Management Coordination Strategy 

 Energy Efficiency Strategy 

 Land Use & Development Strategy 

 Town & Village Strategy 

 Transport & Traffic Strategy 
 
To fulfil its role, the Sustainable Towns and Villages Reference Group provides: 

 a link between Council and the community which enhances communication about the 
strategic direction of Council initiatives, 

 input from Council and the community (historical, social and environmental) when 
considering possible solutions, 

 consideration of implications from strategic initiatives and their likely impact on the local 
community; and feedback to Council on behalf of the community. 

 
3.3 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 

            Nil 
 
3.4 RELATED LEGISLATION  
 

            Nil 
 
3.5 FINANCIAL ISSUES 
 

3.5.1 Budget 
 

Nil 
 

KEY ISSUES 
 

 STV4.1- Mona Vale Place Plan   

 STV4.2 - Greater Sydney Commission  

 STV4.3 -Discussion Points - Survey Results   
 

 

 
 

4.0 ATTACHMENTS / TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 

Attachment 1: Minutes of the Sustainable Towns and Villages Reference Group Meeting 
held on 18 November 2015. 
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5.0 SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT 

           A sustainability assessment is not required for Minutes of Meetings. 

 
 
Report prepared by 
 
 
Melinda Hewitt,  
DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER, ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING & ASSESSMENT 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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Members of the Committee, namely 
 
Cr Grace, Chairperson 
 
And one representative from the following organisations: 
 
Roslyn Marsh - Avalon Palm Beach Business Chamber Inc 
Jacqueline Marlow - Friends of Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment     
Marcia Rackham - Mona Vale Residents Association Inc 
Selena Webber - Newport Residents Association 
Merinda Rose - Palm Beach and Whale Beach Association Inc. 
Sophie Butler - Pittwater Resident Representative 
Dale Cohen - Pittwater Resident Representative 
Billy Bragg - Pittwater Resident Representative 
 
and the following Council Advisors 
 
Andrew Pigott – Manager, Planning and Assessment  
David Bremner – Community Engagement Officer 
Anne-Maree Newbery – Principal Planner (Strategic) 
Philip Grey – Landscape Architect 
Paul William-Smith – Economic Development Coordinator (Place Management) 
Michelle Carter – Road Safety Officer 
Evy Anwar – Urban Designer (Place Management) 
Sherryn McPherson - Administration Officer/Minute Secretary 
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Sustainable Towns and Villages 
Reference Group Meeting 

 
Table of Contents 

 

Item No. Item Page No 

 

1.0 Apologies   

2.0 Declarations of Pecuniary Interest   

3.0 Confirmation of Minutes   

4.0 Discussion Topics   

STV4.1 Mona Vale Place Plan     

STV4.2 Greater Sydney Commission    

STV4.3 Discussion Points - Survey Results     

5.0 Emerging Business   

6.0 Next Meeting   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Director, Environment Planning & Community 
has approved the inclusion of 

all reports in this minutes. 
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1.0 Apologies 

 
REFERENCE GROUP RECOMMENDATION 

 
1. Apologies were received from 

 Mr Steve Evans - Director, Environmental Planning & Community 

 Ms Melinda Hewitt - Director, Environmental Planning & Community 

 Mr Ray Mills - Clareville and Bilgola Plateau Residents Association (CABPRA) 

 Ms Jennifer Knox - West Pittwater Community Association 

 Ms Linda Haefeli - Climate Action Pittwater 
 
 and leave of absence was granted from the Sustainable Towns and Villages Reference 

Group Meeting held on 19 August 2015. 
 
2. The Reference Group members accepted the apologies. 
 
3. Ms Frances (Shar) Jones from Scotland Island Residents Association (SIRA) submitted her 

 resignation. A replacement delegate from the SIRA is yet to be appointed. 
 
4. Mr Steven Koolloos submitted his resignation. A replacement Pittwater Resident 

Representative is yet to be appointed. 
 

(Ms Roslyn Marsh / Ms Jacqueline Marlow) 
 
 
 

 

2.0 Declarations of Pecuniary Interest 

 
Nil. 
 
 

 

3.0 Confirmation of Minutes 

 
REFERENCE GROUP RECOMMENDATION 

 
That the Minutes of the Sustainable Towns & Villages Reference Group Meeting held on 19 August 
2015, be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 

(Ms Roslyn Marsh / Ms Billy Bragg) 
 
 

 

4.0 Discussion Topics 
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STV4.1 Access and Linkages – Mona Vale Place Plan 

 
Procedures in Brief: 
 
Mr Paul William-Smith – Acting Manager, Place Management addressed the meeting on this item.  
The Place Management team members who spoke to the presentation were Ms Evy Anwar (Urban 
Designer), Mr Phillip Gray (Landscape Architect) and Ms Michelle Carter (Road Safety Officer).  A 
copy of the PowerPoint presented by the team is available at Appendix 1 to the Minutes. 
 
Following the presentation the meeting broke into four sub-groups to workshop suggestions for 
Wayfinder Signage in the Mona Vale precinct.  For results of the workshop sessions please see 
below: 
 
 

 
 
Mona Vale Access & Linkages 
 

 
Group discussion on Wayfinder signs for Mona Vale 
 

 Consistent messages with maps similar to Pittwater Life magazine 

 Information about parking signs 

 Easier to read parking signs 

 Better long term parking 

 Make walking seem easy 

 Public toilet at the school end of Mona Vale 

 Pictorial signs 

 QR codes on maps 

 
Additional Discussion Points: 
 

 

 There should be additional tourists signs in various locations including bus stops and 
should contain: 

 Missing Persons 

 Applications 

 Food 

 Transport 

 Accommodation 

 History 

 Walk to beach links (Park St to Golf Ave) 

 Link to public golf course 

 Distance and time to locations 

 Connectivity to dense area on East Side of Mona Vale 
 

 Council to implement whiteboards in the villages for our local businesses to use 
interactively. 
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 Cycling routes for Bayview, Warriewood, Elanora Heights and Narrabeen Lagoon with the 
option of renting E-Bikes.  

 Good connectivity for pedestrians crossing Pittwater Road, especially near Kitchener Park. 

 Increase the night time lighting. 

 Public noticeboard at the Library to be placed undercover.  

 Swipe Maps / Electronic Signs (similar to shopping centres) in the Villages 
 

 
 

 

 
REFERENCE GROUP RECOMMENDATION 

 
That a presentation and workshop regarding access and linkages and key active travel studies 
outlined within this report will occur during the meeting of the Reference Group 18 November 2015.  
 

(Ms Marcia Rackham / Ms Jacqui Marlow) 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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STV4.2 Greater Sydney Commission  

 
Proceedings in Brief 
 
Mr Andrew Pigott – Manager, Planning and Assessment addressed the reference group on this 
item.  
 
Discussion Points: 
Q:  In regards to the Commission, who will select these representatives and will there be 

Councillors on the Panel? 
 
A:  The Commission will consist of persons appointed by the Minister and 3 ex-officio members 

(being the Secretaries of the Department of Planning and Environment, the Department of 
Transport and the Treasury).  

 
 The appointed persons consist of 4 persons (referred to as Greater Sydney Commissioners) 

who will have expertise in specified areas, and those persons appointed by the Minister to 
represent the districts declared under proposed section 75AB (b) of the Planning Act in 
respect of the Greater Sydney Region (referred to as District Commissioners). One of the 
Greater Sydney Commissioners is to be appointed by the Minister as the Chief Commissioner. 
The other Greater Sydney Commissioners will have principal responsibility for the activities of 
the Commission to the extent they relate to environmental, social and economic matters. 

 
 The Commission will focus on the Government’s vision for Sydney by implementing A Plan for 

Growing Sydney. 
 
The Commission will consist of 13 appointees, including: 

 The Chair 

 Independent Environment Commissioner 

 Independent Economic Commissioner 

 Independent Social Commissioner 

 Six District Commissioners – nominated by Sydney councils to advocate their needs 

 Three key government heads from the Department of Planning and Environment, 
Transport for NSW and NSW Treasury. 

 
There will be 6 District Commissioners covering each district in Greater Sydney. The District 
Commissioners will be appointed on the basis of a nomination process led by councils and 
supported by the Department and a recruitment company. Council’s within each District will 
need to decide upon their preferred appointment. The final appointment will be a Ministerial 
appointment based on the advice of the councils. 

 
The District Commissioners will chair the Sydney Planning Panels and will be members of 
the Strategic Planning Committee, representing local government priorities at the district 
and metropolitan level. Whereas the makeup of the current JRPPs is weighted in favour of 
the government, being 3 state and 2 council nominees, the Sydney Planning Panels will be 
made up of 1 District Commissioner, which councils have a direct role in selecting and 2 
council nominees. This arguably sees a shift in power to local councils. 
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Q:  What will the role and functions of the commission be and who will make/implement final 
decisions? 

A:  The State Government has formed the group to assist with leading, advising, promoting, 
monitoring, reviewing and implementing planning policies and will make decisions. The 
decisions will no longer be made by the Ministers however the Secretary will be responsible 
for implementing the Metropolitan plan.  

 
The role and functions of the Commission are: 

 Lead the dialogue on the economic, environmental and social future of Sydney; 

 Advise on issues of district and metropolitan planning significance; 

 Promote the alignment of Government infrastructure decision-making with land use 
planning; 

 Encourage development that is resilient and takes into account natural hazards; 

 Prepare, implement, monitor and review strategic plans, including A Plan for Growing 
Sydney and the District Plans; 

 Administer grants and awards; 

 Undertake development application functions of the existing Sydney East and Sydney 
West Joint Regional Planning Panels; 

 Carry out all decision-making on planning proposals including pre-gateway reviews, 
issuing gateway determinations and making plans. 

 
Refer Attachment 1 to view a Structure and Governance arrangement of the Commission. 

 
Q:  Does the State Government have the ability to replace or amend the Environmental 

Planning and Assessment Act? 
A:  They are amending legislation to give effect to the Greater Sydney Commission has gone 

through Parliament. The commission has been implemented and will be utilized as a new 
entity in the planning of Sydney.  

 
 The principal objectives of the Commission in exercising its functions are as follows:  

(a)  to lead metropolitan planning for the Greater Sydney Region,  
(b)  to promote orderly development in the Greater Sydney Region, integrating social, 

economic and environmental considerations with regard to the principles of ecologically 
sustainable development contained in section 6 (2) of the Protection of the 
Environment Administration Act 1991,  

(c)  to promote the alignment of Government infrastructure decision-making with  
Land use planning,  

(d) to promote the supply of housing, including affordable housing,  
(e)  to encourage development that is resilient and takes into account natural hazards,  
(f)  to support ongoing improvement in productivity, liveability and environmental quality.  

 
 

 (1) The Commission has the following functions:  
(a)  to provide advice and make recommendations to the Minister on matters relating to 

planning and development in the Greater Sydney Region,  
(b)  to prepare and provide reports to the Minister on the implementation (including any 

impediments to the implementation) of any plan or proposal relating to 
development in the Greater Sydney Region,  

(c)  to provide advice and make recommendations to the Minister on any impediments 
to the implementation of any plan or proposal relating to development in the 
Greater Sydney Region,  

(d)  to provide advice to the Minister on the application of any development fund  
created under section 129 of the Planning Act in respect of land in the Greater 
Sydney Region,  

(e)  to assist local councils in the Greater Sydney Region and other government 
agencies (including an agency of the Commonwealth) on the implementation of 
any plan or proposal relating to development in the Greater Sydney Region,  
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(f)  to provide the Minister with such information, advice or reports as the Minister may 
request,  

(g)  if requested to do so by a Minister other than the Minister administering this Act 
(the other Minister), to provide the other Minister with such information, advice or 
reports as may be requested by the other Minister.  

 
Refer Attachment 2 to view a copy of the full Greater Sydney Commission Bill. 

 
Q:  Can you please describe what is meant by Affordable Housing?  
A:  There are two different concepts in this space. One is housing affordability and that relates to 

housing that is affordable in the context of the market and it is brought about by the 
provisions of different forms of housing, this can include secondary dwellings, dual 
occupancies, units etc. 

 
 Whereas affordable housing means rented housing occupied by people from very low, low 

and moderate income households at rents which do not exceed a benchmark of 30% of their 
actual household income.   

 
 

 
REFERENCE GROUP RECOMMENDATION 

 
1. The report introducing the Greater Sydney Commission and outlining its structure, role and 

function be noted. 
 

2. That the Reference Group thank Mr Andrew Pigott, Manager – Planning and Assessment for 
his presentation on this item.  

 
 

(Mr Dale Cohen / Ms Roslyn Marsh) 
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STV4.3 Discussion Points – Survey Results  

 
Procedures in Brief: 
 
Mr David Bremner, Community Engagement Officer, addressed the meeting on this item.  The 
survey to identify the Reference Group priorities across Connecting Communities three key 
strategies were as follows: 
 

Land Use Development 
 
Rating 4.6: A new planning Act and subsequent changes to planning legislation 
 
Rating 4.6: Providing an ideal balance between residential, commercial, industrial, recreational 

and open space. 
 
Rating 4.6: Utilising the increasing supply of sustainable housing choices 
 
 
Town & Village Strategy 
Rating 4.5: Maintaining the character and Unique atmosphere of our villages as well as 

encouraging vibrancy and economic activity. 
 
Rating 4.5: Providing pedestrian connectivity around villages and along main roads.  
 
 
Rating 4.5: Urban design strategies for creating neighbourhoods, streets and outdoor spaces 

that encourages a range of leisure and transport options between towns and 
villages 

 
 
Economic Development Strategy 
Rating 4.6: Connectivity for village centres both in terms of transport and access 

 
Rating 4.2: Achieving balance between tourism and its impact on the local area 

 
Rating 4.1: Providing a strategic approach to tourism recognizing its contribution to employment 

and Pittwater’s ongoing prosperity. 
 
 
 

 
REFERENCE GROUP RECOMMENDATION 

 

That the verbal update presented by Mr David Bremner on the Survey Results be noted.  

(Ms Sophie Butler /Ms Selena Webber) 
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5.0 Emerging Business 

 
REFERENCE GROUP RECOMMENDATION 

 
The Reference Group commend Ms Jacqui Marlow for her contribution to the wildlife connectivity 
issues of Mona Vale Road and Ingleside. 
 

(Ms Selena Webber / Ms Marcia Rackham) 
 

 

 

6.0 Next Meeting 

 
The proposed 2016 schedule for Sustainable Towns and Villages Reference Group Meetings was 
endorsed by members as follows: 
 

 Wednesday, 17 February 2016, commencing at 4.00pm. 

 Wednesday, 18 May 2016, commencing at 4.00pm. 

 Wednesday, 17 August 2016, commencing at 4.00pm. 

 Wednesday, 16 November 2016, commencing at 4.00pm. 
 
 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS 
THE MEETING CONCLUDED AT 6.08pm 
ON WEDNESDAY, 18 NOVEMBER 2015 
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Council Meeting 
 

 
 

 

 

13.0 Adoption of Leading and Learning Committee 
 Recommendations 
 

 

 

14.0 Adoption of Sustainable Towns and Villages Committee 
Recommendations 

 
 

 

 

Committee of the Whole 
 

 
 

 
  




