Manly Council

Attachments

Ordinary Meeting

Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of
Council will be held at Council Chambers,
1 Belgrave Street, Manly, on:

Monday 10 March 2014

Commencing at 7.30pm for the purpose of considering
items included on the Agenda.

Persons in the gallery are advised that the proceedings of the meeting
are being taped. However, under the Local Government Act 1993, no
other tape recording is permitted without the authority of the Council or
Committee. Tape recording includes a video camera and any electronic
device capable of recording speech.

Copies of business papers are available at the Customer Service
Counters at Manly Council, Manly Library and Seaforth Library and are
available on Council’s website:
www.manly.nsw.gov.au



http://www.manly.nsw.gov.au/
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ATTACHMENT 1

General Managers Division Report No. 3.DOC - Local Government Acts Taskforce review
submission

Manly Council Submission to the Independent Local Government Review Panel and Local
Government Acts Taskforce

Manly Council Submission, Office of Local Government, Department of Premier & Cabinet
re: Independent Local Government Review Panel & Local Government Acts Taskforce

Introduction

Manly Council welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Final Report of the NSW
Independent Local Government Review Panel titled ‘Revitalising Local Government' containing a
comprehensive review and the majority of its recommendations to position NSW Local
Government for a sustainable future.

Manly Council has also considered the recommendations of the Local Government Acts
Taskforce, Final Report - A New Local Government Act for New South Wales and Review of the
City of Sydney Act 1988. Council supports the majority of this report and welcomes the
introduction of a simpler, less prescriptive Local Government Act that imbeds the integrated
planning and reporting framework as its the central plank with enhanced community engagement
principles.

The review and the thoroughness of these final reports and their recommendations are (in the
majority) considered worthwhile and needed to ensure the long term sustainability of the local
government sector. Council's comments on the various recommendations are contained in
separate Matrix to this report.

Summary
Manly Council’s responses and comments to the principle recommendations are provided in a
separate Matrix to this report.

On the whole, Manly Council agrees with the Independent Review Panel and its general
recommendations addressing the financial sustainability of local government as a sector,
particularly the need to strengthen the existing revenue base, the difficulties in meeting
infrastructure needs, and the need for improved accountability and methods to benchmark
performance across the local government sector.

However, Manly Council believes that it has proved itself to be in a strong and sustainable
financial position in the last ten years and is well situated to respond to the continuing social,
economic and environmental needs of the Manly community as documented in its ten year rolling
Community Strategic Plan with continuing good, prudent governance and leadership.

It therefore rejects the need to amalgamate with other Northern Beaches councils or Northern
Sydney areas now and in the future.

It considers that as an important commercial and visitor centre now and in the future, it should be
given special consideration and legislation to protect it and its unique place in Sydney's economy
and history, and in the same way as the City of Sydney has its own local government legislation
similar consideration should be given to it to maintain its independence.

Manly Council does consider and intend to pursue regional collaboration with its Northern
Beaches neighbours and has done so for years through the highly successful SHORQOC network.
Future endeavours will likely encompass more collaboration and strategic planning on regional
issues of concern and in negotiations with state agencies regarding roads and transport,
infrastructure and health issues. It is expected that this will be via some new form of regional
organisation to be further developed, or via existing structures and will continue to be a key
priority for the Northern Beaches and Northern Sydney area in the immediate future. It therefore
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welcomes further local and regional consideration of these areas of the report with the NSW
government.

To this end, Council will work closely and collaborate with its neighbouring areas to ensure that
high priority concerns regarding health, transport and infrastructure planning are carefully
considered planned and accommodated in the future. Future collaboration and agreements with
state agencies regarding these priorities on a regional and local level is considered important,
and further progress with reducing cost-shifting from state agencies to local councils should be a
priority action.

Manly Council has also considered the recommendations of the Local Government Acts
Taskforce that proposes a new Local Government Act for NSW and reviews the City of Sydney
Act 1988. Council supports this report and welcomes the introduction of a simpler, less
prescriptive Local Government Act that imbeds the integrated planning and reporting framework
as its the central plank with enhanced community engagement principles.

Manly’s Position

It was the unanimous opinion of all Councillors that Manly Council provide very positive feedback
to the Minister on all the proposals contained in the Independent Panel report which will elevate
the standing of local government, make it more efficient and allow it to improve its governance
and performance.

The major concern that Council has is in relation to the proposal contained in the Panel Report
that Manly should merge with Pittwater and Warringah Councils. The position adopted by Manly
was as follows:

« Manly has proved it has the capacity to enjoy a long term financial sustainability and on
that basis it should be left to govern its own area.

s The proof of this long term financial sustainability has already been provided to the DLG
as part of TCorp's reviews and assessments undertaken to date of Council’s finances,
and its previous submissions and responses to the Independent Panel.

» Manly has earned the right to maintain its autonomy and has long term evidence provided
by its community of satisfaction with the quality of services offered across the quadruple
bottom line spanning social, economic, environmental and leadership to its community.

+ That in response to the Independent Panel's alternative case of merger (with other
Northern Sydney Councils such as Pittwater and Warringah) the cost of harmonizing
services across the 3 local government areas do not justify the merger.

« In relation to the alternative approach offered by the Review Panel, that of a Joint
Organisation, it be submitted that the loss of control on service levels across three areas
including will not be acceptable to Manly. However, Council is willing to consider
alternative arrangements and improvements to regional collaboration.

= Manly seeks special legislation to be retained as a local government entity having regard
for its special place in Sydney and its international reputation.
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