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MONDAY 1 FEBRUARY 2021 
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Minutes of the Manly Warringah War Memorial State Park Advisory 
Committee meeting held on Monday 1 February 2021 online commencing at 
5:00pm. 
 

ATTENDANCE: 

Committee Members 

Mayor Cr Michael Regan  Northern Beaches Council 

David Beharrell    Environment Representative (Community member) 

Geraldine Hall    Recreational Representative (Community member) 

Ann Collins     Community Representative (Community member) 

Mel Hall  Senior Conservation Planning Officer, NSW 

National Parks and Wildlife Service Office of 

Environment and Heritage 

Stan Rees  NSW Crown Lands 

Council Officers 

Steven Lawler    Executive Manager Parks and Recreation 

Damian Ham    Manager Open Space and Recreation Planning 

Chris Munro    Manager Bushland and Biodiversity 

Jessica Currie    Coordinator, Recreation Planning 

Jodie Crawford    Manager, Coast and Catchments 

Chris Buckley    Coordinator Parks Manly Dam 

Robin Anderson    Senior Ranger Manly Dam 

Guest Speakers 

Stephen Hancock   Mountain Biking Representative  

Doug Pariss     Transport NSW    

Jack McGovern    Transport NSW    

Alex Major     Transport NSW    

Tony Stante    Transport NSW    

David Bohm    Transport NSW    

Gemma Poppett    Transport NSW    

Linda Armstrong    Transport NSW    
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1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

2. APOLOGIES 

- Cr Stuart Sprott Northern Beaches Council 
- Peter Bergman Ranger Team Leader, Sydney North Area, Greater Sydney 

Branch, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service 

3. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 

- There were no declarations of pecuniary or non-pecuniary conflicts of interest. 

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

- Minutes of the meeting held on 9 November 2020 were adopted. 

5. UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

- The Actions were not reviewed. 

6. AGENDA ITEMS 

6.1 Manly Dam Mountain Bike Presentation 

- Stephen Hancock joined the meeting to deliver his “Manly Dam Mountain Bike 
Track Trail Update 2021” presentation to the Advisory Committee (presentation 
attached). 

- Stephen provided an overview of his connection with the State Park being a 
paddleboarder, mountain bike rider and using the State Park for a variety of 
other recreational activities. He noted that he was presenting on a personal 
basis and not on behalf of the mountain biking clubs that he is a member of. 

- In his view the mountain bike trail is maintained poorly; construction has been 
inadequate; investment from Council is inadequate; the action items from the 
2014 Plan of Management have not been completed; there has been an 
increase in rider usage since COVID-19 and the construction of the Beaches 
Link will impact the State Park bike trails during and after construction. 

- Stephen offered his vision for the State Park mountain bike track (page 19 of 
attached presentation) including his proposal for immediate actions for 
maintenance, park management, trail audit and budget. 

- Steve Lawler advised that Council cannot commit to funding via the Advisory 
Committee and there are competing priorities, but he is advocating for further 
funding for the State Park. 

- Ann Collins thanked Stephen for his presentation.  She also noted that there 
have been outstanding actions from the 2014 Plan of Management and the 
previous one, in all areas not just Mountain Bike issues. 

- Steve confirmed that due to the ongoing COVID-19 Public Health Orders there 
have been restrictions on Council volunteers however he is happy to explore 
this further. 

- Stephen requested rider representation on the Advisory Committee. 
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ACTION 
- That the Advisory Committee note the presentation by Mr Hancock. 
- Staff to prepare an estimate for the cost of 8 signs in the location identified by 

the biking community presented by Stephen Hancock. 
- Council to follow up volunteering at the State Park and the Public Health Orders. 
- That Mr Hancock’s request for rider representation on the Advisory Committee 

be investigated. 

7. Overview of the Beaches Link Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)  

- Doug Pariss joined the meeting along with six of his colleagues from Transport 
NSW to provide an overview of the Beaches Link Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) in relation to the State Park.  

- The overview included an extensive discussion where many questions and 
concerns were raised by the Advisory Committee and answered or noted by 
Transport NSW. 

- The key discussion points were focussed around: 
o the community feedback process 
o working to minimise the environmental footprint and impact of this project 
o research on environmental impacts and the management measures in place 

including the request from the Advisory Committee for written 
acknowledgment from Transport NSW that their works will have no impact of 
water quality on the State Park 

o an overview of the design and operational phases including timelines   
o biobanking opportunities and acquiring lands ahead of projects was discussed 

- Linda Armstrong provided details for the upcoming Transport NSW Air Quality 
Information Session scheduled for Tuesday 9 February 6:00pm – 7:30pm  

- The Advisory Committee were requested to provide feedback on the EIS by 
Friday 12 February 2021. 

ACTION 
- Transport NSW to provide Council with the contact details regarding biobanking 

and acquiring land. 
- The Advisory Committee to provide feedback on the EIS by Friday 12 February 

2021. 
- Chris Munro to discuss biobanking options at the State Park with Dave 

Beharrell.  
- Damian Ham to contact Linda regarding other stakeholders for the bike Trail 

user meeting. 
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8. Water-skiing 

- Due to the time constraints it was agreed that this item would not be discussed 
in this meeting and a separate meeting would be arranged for 6 weeks’ time.  

ACTION 
- Water-skiing meeting to be arranged for 6 weeks’ time. Paul Fletcher, President 

of the Manly Warringah Water Ski Club to be invited. 
- Damian to circulate the water-skiing discussion paper to the Advisory 

Committee prior to the meeting. 

9. GENERAL BUSINESS 

- It was confirmed that Council already monitors the water for algae and bacteria 
and no current concerns have been raised. A request was put forward to review 
the data and water monitoring related actions in the Plan of Management and 
for the Advisory Committee to be updated annually on the water quality 
reporting. 

- Comment was made on the low allocation of capital funds for the State Park 
and agreed on the action for track counters as this information will feed into a 
business case for more allocation of Council funds for the State Park. 

- Council is working to include Aquatic Reserve in the National Heritage 
nomination. 

- It was noted that the Advisory Committee had not been advised of the Water 
Management for Development Policy that went to Council in the August 2020 
meeting.  It was agreed that Council would rectify the mapping to include the 
State Park and Curl Curl Creek into the Water Management Development 
Policy. 

- There is currently an internal service review being conducted for the 
consideration of Councillors including funding for recreational facilities. 

- An appeal has been filed with the Land and Environment Court for the 181 
Allambie Road, Allambie Heights Development Application. 

- Council was successful in receiving a Crown Lands grant of $128,000 to 
upgrade the Roosevelt to Nyrang Pathway. 

ACTION 
- The Advisory Committee requests that the Aquatic Reserve be included as part 

of the Manly Warringah War Memorial State Park National Heritage listing 
nomination. 

- The Advisory Committee to write to the Executive Manager, Environment and 
Climate Change seeking an update on the timeline for the inclusion of the State 
Park and Curl Curl Creek into the Water Management Development Policy. 

- Council to review the water monitoring actions in the Plan of Management and 
to provide an annual update. 

- Next Meeting to be held Monday 17 May 2021.  
 

The meeting concluded at 8.19pm  
This is the final page of the Minutes comprising 5 pages 

of the Manly Warringah War Memorial State Park Advisory Committee  
meeting held on Monday 1 February 2021. 



MANLY DAM MOUNTAIN BIKE TRACK 
TRAIL UPDATE 2021
MANLY WARRINGAH WAR MEMORIAL STATE PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
PRESENTED BY STEPHEN HANCOCK 
1ST FEBRUARY 2021



WHY HAS SYDNEY’S BUSIEST MOUNTAIN 
TRACK BEEN LEFT TO FALL INTO DISREPAIR BY  

NORTHERN BEACHES COUNCIL?



RIDER NUMBERS ARE BOOMING, BUT SYDNEY'S MOST POPULAR TRAIL IS 
SUFFERING FROM POOR MANAGEMENT, LACK OF MAINTENANCE,  

HISTORICALLY POOR CONSTRUCTION & MINIMAL INVESTMENT FROM 
COUNCIL.

MANLY DAM MOUNTAIN BIKE TRACK IS BEING  
IRREVOCABLY DAMAGED BY MISMANAGEMENT



THE CURRENT CONDITION OF THE MOUNTAIN BIKE TRACK IS  
CAUSING UNNECESSARY DAMAGE TO THE ENVIRONMENT &  

IS DANGEROUS TO ITS KEY USER GROUP OF INTERMEDIATE RIDERS



THE CURRENT CONDITION OF THE MOUNTAIN BIKE TRACK 
IS NOT IN KEEPING WITH ITS 2014 PLAN OF MANAGEMENT



HIGH PRIORITY ITEMS ON 2014 PLAN OF MANAGEMENT  
ARE STILL NOT FUNDED OR ACTIONED 7 YEARS ON.



MANLY DAM MOUNTAIN BIKE TRACK 
COUNCIL PERCEPTION 
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“Manly Dam Mountain Bike track is one of 
Sydney's best and is enjoyed by beginners to 

advanced riders.”
www.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au



MANLY DAM MOUNTAIN BIKE TRACK 
COUNCIL PERCEPTION 



MANLY DAM MOUNTAIN BIKE TRACK  
RIDER PERCEPTION



MANLY DAM MOUNTAIN BIKE TRACK  
RIDER PERCEPTION



MANLY DAM MOUNTAIN BIKE TRACK  
DISREPAIR OVER ENTIRE TRAIL



BEST PRACTICE TRAIL NETWORKS

Old Man’s Valley 
Hornsby Council

Wylde 
Western Sydney  
Parklands

Ourimbah 
Central Coast

Mill Creek 
Sutherland Shire

Awaba 
Central Coast

Stromlo 
Canberra

Derby 
Tasmania

Wild Mersey 
Tasmania

Dungog 
Dungog Shire Council

Port Douglas Trail  
Far North Qld

Sydney Region

Australia Wide



20022000 201520041999EARLY
1990’s

Riding is formalised on 
10km loop & riders agree to 

not ride trails by water

FORMALISED

Council reviews riding in 
park & creates bike only 

sections

REVIEW

Mountain biking starts on 
trails in the dam

BEGINNINGS

Volunteer mountain bike trail 
maintenance group is 

formed

VOLUNTEERS

Council undertakes first formal 
upgrade of sections of track, 

but no re-alignments

UPGRADES

After 1999 fires, Trig Track 
is constructed and the 

10km loop is established 

LOOP FORMED

MANLY DAM MOUNTAIN BIKING HISTORY

2020

All time record track usage 
coincides with wet winter 

and significant trail damage

COVID BOOM



RECORD MANLY DAM TRAIL USAGE IN 2020
Trig (Pedestrians) Trig (Riders)

APRIL 2019-2020

145% 
INCEASE IN USAGE



SYDNEY REGION MOUNTAIN BIKE HEAT MAP 

Trailforks Heat Map, Oct 2020

The Northern Beaches is by 
far the most popular off-road 
riding destination in the 
Sydney region. 

RIDING BENEFITS 

•Mental Health 

•Physical Health 

•Helps Local Economy  

•Employment Opportunities



LOCAL CLUBS

TWILIGHT 
SHORT TRACK  

RACING



LOCAL CLUBS

BEFORE AFTER



MOUNTAIN BIKE DISCIPLINES

MOUNTAIN BIKING IS A RECREATION, NOT A SPORT. 
(SIMILAR TO SURFING, WALKING, OCEAN SWIMMING  

& ROCK CLIMBING) 



NORTHERN BEACHES TRAIL NETWORK

Narrabeen Lagoon 
Beginner/ Families 
Recreational

Manly Dam 
Intermediate  
Cross Country

Bare Creek 
Expert 
Jumps

Terrey Hills 
Beginners 
Pump Track/ BMX

Mona Vale Downhill 
Expert 
Downhill

STILL NOT  

FORMALISED

IN DISREPAIR

RIDING SKILLS PROGRESSION 



MANLY DAM MOUNTAIN BIKE TRACK VISION

• We believe Manly Dam should be an 
intermediate grade, flowing single track loop 

• All weather 

• All off-road (Remove four road sections) 

• Environmentally sustainable 

• Increased ratio of single track 

• Protection from Beaches Link construction 

• Formalise extended loop & connections to 
Bantry Bay.
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Road sections of mountain bike track

Under threat from Beaches Link



MANLY DAM MOUNTAIN BIKE TRACK 
• Informal trails/ Manly Dam extended loop



MANLY DAM AREA MOUNTAIN BIKE HEAT MAP 

The informal trails are just as  
popular as the formal Manly Dam  
loop and should be included in  
the upcoming trail audit.

Trailforks Heat Map, Oct 2020



MANLY DAM MOUNTAIN BIKE TRACK 
• Manly Dam & informal connecting trails are under threat from 

Beaches Link Tunnel Project



PROPOSED IMMEDIATE ACTIONS 
MAINTENANCE  
(AS DISCUSSED WITH COUNCIL ON SITE VISIT 6TH NOVEMBER 2020) 
• Emergency Maintenance  

• Volunteer & Contractor actions as laid out in volunteer 
supplied maintenance audit 

• Signage 

• Maps/ Rules at main entrances  

• North Balgowlah trail realignment 

• As recommended in 2014 POM TT16 

• Manly Vale ‘pinch’ climb 

• Chase up RFS budget to fix



REFERENCE - MANLY DAM MAINTENANCE AUDIT 2020 
(CREATED BY MANLY DAM MTB VOLUNTEERS)

RECENT 

WORKS
RECENT 

WORKS

RECENT 

WORKS



REFERENCE - MANLY DAM MAINTENANCE AUDIT 2020 
(UPDATE - RECENT WORKS)



REFERENCE - MANLY DAM PROPOSED SIGNAGE  
(CREATED BY MANLY DAM MTB VOLUNTEERS)



PROPOSED ACTIONS 
MANAGEMENT 
• Park Management 

• Fresh blood and development of a service culture in council management of park. 

• Revise processes to reward action & execution rather than endless unfulfilled documentation.  

• More proactive management of trails, including swift closure of trail in wet conditions and better 
communication of this.   

• Potential for self management by riding community to successfully meet POM guidelines. 

• Trail Audit 

• Include local connected network of informal trails (Possum/ Pipeline/ Nemesis etc) in scope of upcoming Trail 
Audit. 

• Budgets 

• Separate ‘non rolled up’ line item in council finances for annual mountain bike trail maintenance budget. 

• Representation 

• Better representation of mountain biker community concerns on advisory committee & council. 

• Committee Access 

• Publicly accessible email contact for community reps and clear details online for requesting guest speakers.



RIDING COMMUNITY QUESTIONS TO COMMITTEE
• VISION 

• What is the Committee’s vision for the future of Mountain Biking within Manly Dam? 

• Will Council be increasing cap-ex and maintenance budgets for Manly Dam now its 
usage is booming and Narrabeen Lagoon is complete? 

• Can inefficient council processes be streamlined to deliver better service to 
ratepayers? 

• POM 2014 

• Why are ‘high priority’ items from 2014’s POM still not executed? 

• BEACHES LINK/ WAKEHURST PARKWAY  

• Will Trig Track and Possum survive the upcoming road expansion? 

• Does Council have plans to keep the trail operational during construction?

EIS - E
FFECTD BY 

CONSTRUCTION



THANKS FOR LISTENING 

LETS MAKE MANLY DAM MOUNTAIN BIKE TRACK  
SYDNEY’S BEST INTERMEDIATE TRAIL 

AND SUPPORT THE LOCAL RIDING COMMUNITY
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