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Minutes of the Extraordinary Environment Strategic Reference Group  
Meeting 

held on Thursday 28 November 2019 

in the Guringai Room, Civic Centre, Dee Why 

Commencing at 6:00pm 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

 

Committee Members 

Cr Alex McTaggart   

Cr Natalie Warren (Chair)  

Sophie Scott  

Roberta Conroy Bayview Church Point Residents Association 

Alan Jones  

Anthony Petrolo  

Marita Macrae Pittwater Natural Heritage Association 

Jacqueline Marlow (via 

conference call) 
Friends of Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment 

Billy Bragg  

Scott Markich  

Council Officers  

Todd Dickinson Director Environment and Sustainability 

Yianni Mentis  Executive Manager Environment and Climate Change 

Jacqueline Grove Manager Environment Resilience and Climate Change 

Kara Taylor Senior Sustainability Officer 

Ximena Von Oven Governance Officer 
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NOTE: Cr Warren thanked the former Chairperson of the Environment SRG, Cr Mc Taggart.  
She also thanked SRG members for their contribution and enthusiasm in the meetings. 

1.0 APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Cr Sprott, D Tribe and T Hazell. 

2.0 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of pecuniary or non-pecuniary conflicts of interest. 

3.0 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM LAST MEETING 

Nil 

5.0 AGENDA ITEMS 

5.1 REVIEW OF PUBLIC EXHIBITION FOR THE DRAFT PROTECT CREATE LIVE - 
ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY 

DISCUSSION 

T Dickinson provided a brief introduction on this topic to the group highlighting that the purpose of 
the presentation is to provide the SRG group with an overview of the outcomes of the public 
exhibition of the Draft Protect. Create. Live – Environment and Climate Change Strategy 2040.  He 
noted that submissions have been extended for 2 weeks.  Councillors will be briefed on this topic.  
Briefing will include feedback received from the Community and SRG members. 

J Grove and K Taylor provided a presentation on this topic .  The following points where 
highlighted: 

 Engagement Process 

 Statistics 

 Submission Summary 

 Key Themes in the Submissions 

o Bushland protection and wildlife corridors 

o Action on climate change/climate change emergency 

o Aboriginal Heritage  

o Waste and Single Use Plastics 

o Population Growth 

o Air Quality 

o Greener Neighbourhoods 

o Public Transport and Active Travel Infrastructure 

Next Steps 

o Report to be presented to 17 December Council Meeting  



 

MINUTES OF EXTRAORDINARY ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC 
REFERENCE GROUP  MEETING 

28 NOVEMBER 2019 

 

Page 4 of 6 

o Action Plans 

o Progress Reporting 

o Ongoing Promotion 

The group reviewed the Key Trends in Submissions to the Draft Protect. Create. Live – 
Environment and Climate Change Strategy. 

The following questions were raised during the discussion: 

Q: With large upcoming construction projects in mind, like Ingleside and Frenchs Forest 
precincts how will we not loose bushland? 

A Council aims to strive for no net loss, which relies on actions from other stakeholders, and 
therefore it has been included as an aspiration in the document 

Q The need for indicators to measure progress was discussed, noting this will come in the 
action plan stage and could include citizen science data 

A It is important to ensure the data collected is robust. There are some current examples such 
as Coastsnap and data on Atlas of Living Australia. When setting the indicators we will 
consult the Environment SRG where appropriate. 

Q Is the water commitment for Council enough? 

A With a growing population the current target says we will service more people whilst still 
achieving water savings, which is currently deemed ambitious. The action plans will consider 
opportunities for water saving such as resource sharing 

Other items discussed: 

 Staff will check the document to ensure that the importance of protecting existing bushland is 
appropriately discussed, considering planting new bushland areas is not the same as 
maintaining existing bushland 

 Requested to amend the grammar of the proposed Live description changes 

 Amend the table heading for “Aboriginal Heritage” to “Protection of Aboriginal Heritage”  

 Review using either  feral or invasive animals as a reference  

 Action plans will be discussed with the Environment SRG as they are being prepared 
(standing item) 

ACTIONS 

 A Petrolo to investigate about block chain technology and report back at the next SRG 
meeting. 

DECISION 

That the Environment Strategic Reference Group support the proposed amendments being made 
to the draft Protect. Create. Live. – Environment and Climate Change Strategy 2040 and the 
revised version being forwarded to Council for adoption.  
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5.2 DRAFT PROTECTION OF WATERWAYS AND RIPARIAN LAND POLICY 

DISCUSSION 

T Dickinson briefed the group on this topic.  The following points where highlighted: 

 A policy review is currently being undertaken to ensure a concise and consistent approach 
on all policy matters across the Northern Beaches. 

 Council is investigating ways to improve protection of waterways and riparian land through 
the LEP and DCP process. 

 Former Pittwater, Warringah and Manly Councils had their own Protection of Waterways and 
Riparian Areas Policies.  These policies have been harmonised and as a result the Draft 
Protection of Waterways and Riparian Land Policy has been drafted. 

The following question was raised: 

Q: Is there a map of riparian land included in the Policy? 

A The map has been removed from the policy however there is a consistent definition of what 
is riparian land. 

6.0 GENERAL BUSINESS  

The following topics will be presented at the next SRG meeting: 

 Connectivity – Marita Macrae and Jacqueline Marlow 

 Water Quality – Scott Markich 

The following points were raised: 

 Kimbriki Tour for Environment SRG members will be organised for early 2020 

 Alan Jones congratulated staff for their excellent work on the Protect Create Live - 
Environment And Climate Change Strategy 

 Tool library  

 Worm procurement 

 Cr Warren noted that a NoM regarding Recycling Centres will be presented at the December 
Council Meeting  

 Draft Community Gardens Policy is on Public Exhibition until 28 January 2020. SRG 
members were invited to present their submission on “Your say Northern Beaches site” 

https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/2019-policy-review/community-gardens-policy-
draft?utm_source=northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au&utm_medium=301&utm_campaign=Websit
e 

 Biodiversity Policy will be reported back to Council at the February 2020 Council meeting. 

 

  

https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/2019-policy-review/community-gardens-policy-draft?utm_source=northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au&utm_medium=301&utm_campaign=Website
https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/2019-policy-review/community-gardens-policy-draft?utm_source=northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au&utm_medium=301&utm_campaign=Website
https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/2019-policy-review/community-gardens-policy-draft?utm_source=northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au&utm_medium=301&utm_campaign=Website
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SUMMARY OF ACTIONS 

ITEM 
NO. 

ACTION RESPONSIBLE 
OFFICER 

DUE DATE 

5.1 

A Petrolo to investigate about block chain technology 
and report back at the next SRG meeting. 

A Petrolo February 
2020 

6.0 

Kimbriki Tour for Environment SRG members will be 
organised for early 2020 

N Schultz  February 
2020 

 
Attachments to the Minutes 

 Delivery of Cooling Services Information 

 Pavers Cooling 

 The Greening of Chicago Article 

The meeting concluded at 7:47pm 

This is the final page of the Minutes comprising 6 pages  
numbered 1 to 6 of the Extraordinary Environment Strategic Reference Group   

held on Thursday 28 November 2019 and confirmed on Thursday 20 February 2020 
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