
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
AGENDA  
 
 

 
EXTRAORDINARY ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC 
REFERENCE GROUP  MEETING 
STRATEGIC REFERENCE GROUP 
 
 
 

Notice is hereby given that an Extraordinary meeting of the 
Environment Strategic Reference Group  will be held in the Guringai 
Room, Civic Centre, Dee Why on 

 

THURSDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2019 

 

Beginning at 6:00pm for the purpose of considering matters included 
in this agenda. 
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Committee Members 

Cr Alex McTaggart (Chair)  

Cr Natalie Warren  

Cr Pat Daley  

Cr Stuart Sprott  

Sophie Scott  

Roberta Conroy Bayview Church Point Residents Association 

Alan Jones  

Tom Hazell  

David Tribe  

Anthony Petrolo  

Nigel Howard  

Viktorija McDonnell Curl Curl Lagoon Committee 

Marita Macrae Pittwater Natural Heritage Association 

Jacqueline Marlow Friends of Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment 

Billy Bragg  

Scott Markich  

Council Officer Contacts 

Todd Dickinson Director Environment and Sustainability 

Yianni Mentis  Executive Manager Environment and Climate Change 

Ximena Von Oven Governance Officer 

 

Quorum 

A majority of members including the Chair or one of the elected Councillors. 
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Agenda for Extraordinary Environment Strategic Reference Group 
Meeting  

Strategic Reference Group Meeting 

to be held on Thursday 28 November 2019 

in the Guringai Room, Civic Centre, Dee Why 

Commencing at 6:00pm 

1.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY ....................................................................  

2.0 APOLOGIES ..............................................................................................................  

3.0 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST ..........  

4.0 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM LAST MEETING 

Nil 

5.0 AGENDA ITEMS ...................................................................................................... 4 

5.1 Review of Public Exhibition for the draft Protect Create Live - Environment and 
Climate Change Strategy .......................................................................................... 4 

5.2 Draft Protection of Waterways and Riparian Land Policy ........................................ 28 

6.0 GENERAL BUSINESS 

NEXT MEETING Thursday 20 February 2020 
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5.0 AGENDA ITEMS 
 

ITEM 5.1 REVIEW OF PUBLIC EXHIBITION FOR THE DRAFT PROTECT 
CREATE LIVE - ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE 
STRATEGY  

REPORTING OFFICER  SENIOR SUSTAINABILITY OFFICER  

TRIM FILE REF 2019/673110  

ATTACHMENTS 1 ⇩Summary of Key Themes - Submissions Protect Create 
Live Environment and Climate Change Strategy Draft  

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

PURPOSE 

To provide the Environment Strategic Reference Group with an overview of the outcomes of the 
public exhibition of the draft Protect. Create. Live. – Environment and Climate Change Strategy 
2040 (the Strategy).  

REPORT 

Council resolved at the 24 September 2019 meeting to place the draft Strategy on public 
exhibition. Exhibition of the Strategy commenced on Friday 27 September 2019 and closed on 
Sunday 10 November 2019, resulting in the Strategy being on exhibition for six weeks. During the 
public exhibition, the following tools were used and activities were undertaken to promote 
awareness of the Strategy: 

 Have Your Say Project Page – with interactive document and submission form 

 Email – to various interest groups, Council contact lists and community engagement register, 
including local schools  

 Social media posts on Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn – including promotion of a short 
video 

 Drop In Sessions – Council staff participated in the 5 Local Strategic Planning Statement 
drop in sessions 

 Promotion at Events – Council staff attended 4 other events to promote the Strategy 

Council received 348 contributions on the Strategy from 181 different contributors. 134 were 
written submissions sent via email or using the project page feedback form. A further 214 
comments were placed on the interactive document from 47 different people. The majority of 
submissions were in support of the Strategy directly, or for recommending actions to implement the 
Strategy.  

The key themes in the submissions were:  

• Bushland protection and wildlife corridors 

• Action on climate change/climate change emergency 

• Aboriginal heritage 

• Waste and single use plastics 

• Population growth 
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• Air quality and other similar pollution  

• Greener neighbourhoods 

• Public transport and active travel infrastructure 

The attached document, for discussion during the meeting, presents a more detailed summary of 
the key themes and includes proposed responses. 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF SENIOR SUSTAINABILITY OFFICER  

That the Environment Strategic Reference Group support the proposed amendments being made 
to the draft Protect. Create. Live. – Environment and Climate Change Strategy 2040 and the 
revised version being forwarded to Council for adoption.  
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ITEM 5.2 DRAFT PROTECTION OF WATERWAYS AND RIPARIAN LAND 
POLICY  

REPORTING OFFICER  SENIOR ENVIRONMENT OFFICER - CATCHMENTS  

TRIM FILE REF 2019/671896  

ATTACHMENTS 1 ⇩Draft Protection of Waterways and Riparian Land Policy  

 

ISSUE 

A comprehensive policy review project is underway to ensure a concise and consistent approach 
on all policy matters across the Northern Beaches. As part of this project, a draft policy has been 
created that combines a number of existing policies relating to waterways and riparian areas.   

BACKGROUND 

Prior to amalgamation, the former Pittwater, Manly and Warringah councils approached the 
protection of waterways and riparian areas with the same intent but using different methods. 
Provisions were variously contained in Local Environmental Plans (LEPs), Development Control 
Plans (DCPs) or policies, depending on the individual council. Council intends to harmonise these 
inconsistencies by incorporating waterway and riparian protection into the new LEP and DCP in a 
consistent manner throughout the entire Local Government Area (LGA). In the meantime, the 
principles and general intent of the existing policies will be carried forward into a single new policy. 
However, there are no policy position changes. 

The policies relating to protection of waterways and riparian areas that are being combined are: 

 Pittwater Policy No 67 – Watercourse Preservation 

 Warringah Policy No PL740 – Protection of Waterways and Riparian Land 

The new Draft Protection of Waterways and Riparian Land Policy (the Policy) contains essentially 
the same provisions relating to waterway and riparian land protection as the above two policies. 
Any changes are simply to align with the new Policy format. 

DISCUSSION 

Council is currently investigating ways to improve protection of waterways and riparian land 
through the new LEP and DCP process. Principles in the draft Local Strategic Planning Statement 
(LSPS) in Priority 1 relating to healthy and valued waterways set the direction for the LEP and 
DCP. The intention is to incorporate provisions into the LEP and DCP rather than having them 
contained in a policy. The LEP and DCP will afford a stronger level of protection than a policy 
would. For this reason, the draft Policy carries forward the principles and general intent of the 
previous documents it replaces. 

The outcome of this work will be reported and discussed next year with the SRG as part of the LEP 
and DCP consultation process. 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF SENIOR ENVIRONMENT OFFICER - CATCHMENTS  

That the Environment Strategic Reference Group notes the draft Protection of Waterways and 
Riparian Land Policy. 
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