
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
AGENDA  
 
 

 
PARTNERSHIP AND PARTICIPATION 
STRATEGIC REFERENCE GROUP 
 
 
 

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Partnership and 
Participation Strategic Reference Group will be held in the Guringai 
Room, Civic Centre, Dee Why on 

 

WEDNESDAY 14 AUGUST 2019 

 

Beginning at 6:00pm for the purpose of considering matters included 
in this agenda. 
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Committee Members 

Cr Sue Heins (Chair)  
Mayor Michael Regan  
Cr Kylie Ferguson  
Cr Penny Philpott  
Steve McInnes Surf Life Saving Sydney Northern Beaches Inc 
Ina Vukic Northside Enterprise 
Antony Biasi  
John Buggy Belrose Open Space Corridor Association 
Denice Smith  
Craig Susans  
Caroline Glass-Pattison First Nations 
Myriam Conrie  
Chris Fulton  
Hannah Jamieson  
 

Council Officer Contacts 

Melanie Gurney Executive Manager Library Services 
Kath McKenzie Executive Manager Community Engagement and Communications 
Theo Stephens Branch Manager Library Services 
Andrew Grocott Manager Community Engagement  
Jasmine Evans Governance Officer 

Quorum 

A majority of members including the Chair or one of the elected Councillors. 
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Agenda for Partnership and Participation  

Strategic Reference Group Meeting 

to be held on Wednesday 14 August 2019 

in the Guringai Room, Civic Centre, Dee Why 

Commencing at 6:00pm 
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2.0 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST ...................... 4 

3.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING   

3.1 Minutes of Partnership and Participation Strategic Reference Group meeting 
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4.0 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM LAST MEETING 
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5.1 'Be Connected' Digital Literacy Initiative update – Northern Beaches Library 
Service – 15 mins – Theo Stephens ......................................................................... 5 

5.2 Busking – 45 mins – Kath Mckenzie ....................................................................... 14 

5.3 Feedback of the Community Engagement Participation Plan - Making Sense 
of it – 45mins - Andrew Grocott ............................................................................... 18    

6.0 GENERAL BUSINESS 

  
NEXT MEETING Wednesday 23 October 2019 
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1.0 APOLOGIES 

All members are expected to attend the meetings or otherwise tender their apologies to the Chair 
and Governance at councilmeetings@northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au. 

 

2.0 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

Members are advised of the following definitions of a "pecuniary" or "conflict" of interest for their 
assistance: 

Section 4 of the Model Code of Conduct for Local Councils in NSW 2018 states that a pecuniary 
interest is as follows: 

“A pecuniary interest is an interest that you have in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or 
expectation of appreciable financial gain or loss to you or a person referred to in clause 4.3.   

You will not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the interest is so remote or insignificant that it 
could not reasonably be regarded as likely to influence any decision you might make in relation to 
the matter, or if the interest is of a kind specified in clause 4.6. 

For the purposes of this Part, you will have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the pecuniary interest 
is: a) your interest, or b) the interest of your spouse or de facto partner, your relative, or your 
partner or employer, or c) a company or other body of which you, or your nominee, partner or 
employer, is a shareholder or member.” 

Council's Code of Conduct states that a "conflict of interest" exists when you could be influenced, 
or a reasonable person would perceive that you could be influenced by a personal interest when 
carrying out your public duty. 

 

3.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

3.1 MINUTES OF PARTNERSHIP AND PARTICIPATION STRATEGIC REFERENCE 
GROUP MEETING HELD 15 MAY 2019 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the Partnership and Participation Strategic Reference Group meeting held 15 
May 2019, copies of which were previously circulated to all Members, be confirmed as a true and 
correct record of the proceedings of that meeting. 
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5.0 AGENDA ITEMS 
 

ITEM 5.1 'BE CONNECTED' DIGITAL LITERACY INITIATIVE UPDATE – 
NORTHERN BEACHES LIBRARY SERVICE – THEO STEPHENS 
– 15 MINS  

REPORTING OFFICER  BRANCH MANAGER LIBRARY SERVICES  

TRIM FILE REF 2019/444418  

ATTACHMENTS 1 ⇩Be Connected Digital Literacy Initiative Presentation  
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

PURPOSE 

‘Be Connected’ is a federally funded digital literacy initiative aimed at increasing the confidence, 
skills and online safety of older Australians in using digital technologies.  

As a ‘Be Connected’ partner, the Northern Beaches library service has successfully applied for 
three grants in 2019, totaling $33,000. The library service has used this funding to equip and run 
free weekly digital literacy workshops in its branches as well as special events to promote the 
initiative.  

During Get Online Week (14-20 October 2019) the library service will be presenting ‘Tech Trek: 
live Smarter with online technology’ events at all of its branches to showcase the potential of online 
technologies and encourage the community to experience it for themselves. 

REPORT 

‘Be Connected’ (formerly called Broadband for Seniors - BfS) is an Australian Government initiative 
(the Department of Social Services, in partnership with the Office of the eSafety Commissioner) 
aimed at increasing the confidence, skills and online safety of older Australians in using digital 
technologies. It is coordinated by the ‘Good Things Foundation’, a social change charity. 

The Northern Beaches library service has used funding from Good Things Foundation to support 
Be Connected in achieving its goal of getting ‘Every Australian Online’. The funding has been used 
to buy laptops and other equipment necessary to run weekly digital literacy workshops as well as 
special events to promote the initiative.  

Between Monday 14th October and Saturday 19th October, as part of Get Online Week, the library 
service will be showcasing the possibilities of current and emerging consumer technologies at all of 
its six branches. The ‘Tech Trek: live Smarter with online technology’ roadshow will visit each 
branch in turn and is comprised of five stands featuring Smartphone applications, Smart 
technologies, streaming media and VR/AR technologies. Participants engage with these 
technologies through demonstrations, talks and hands-on experience. The objective is to 
demonstrate the possibilities of current technologies, to spark interest, conversation and 
engagement as well as promoting the Be Connected initiative. 

The Northern Beaches Library Service is calling on the Partnership and Participation Strategic 
Reference Group to use its resources and networks to promote the ‘Be Connected’ workshops and 
to promote the upcoming Tech Trek events during Get Online week in October. 

RECOMMENDATION OF BRANCH MANAGER LIBRARY SERVICES  

A. That the Partnership and Participation Strategic Reference Group note this report. 

B. That the Partnership and Participation Strategic Reference Group promote through its 
networks the ‘Tech Trek: live Smarter with online technology’ events during Get Online 
week (14-20 October 2019) and the free workshops on offer across the library service. 
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ITEM 5.2 BUSKING – 45 MINS – KATH MCKENZIE   

REPORTING OFFICER  EXECUTIVE MANAGER COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS  

TRIM FILE REF 2019/445625  

ATTACHMENTS 1 ⇩Presentation - Busking on Beaches  

 

 

Kath McKenzie will provide a briefing and seek feedback from the group about busking. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF EXECUTIVE MANAGER COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS  

That the Partnership and Participation Strategic Reference Group discuss and provide feedback 
on Council’s approach to managing busking. 
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ITEM 5.3 FEEDBACK OF THE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
PARTICIPATION PLAN - MAKING SENSE OF IT – 45MINS - 
ANDREW GROCOTT  

REPORTING OFFICER  MANAGER, COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  

TRIM FILE REF 2019/445519  

ATTACHMENTS 1 ⇩Community Engagement Policy (current) 

2 ⇩Community Engagement Matrix (current) 

3 ⇩Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 No 203 

4 ⇩Department of Planning & Environment - Draft CPP 

5 ⇩Department of Planning & Environment - FAQs 

6 ⇩Presentation  

 

Under the Local Government Act 1993, Council must establish and implement a Community 
Engagement Strategy (CES) based on social justice principles. 

Northern Beaches Council’s current CES is referred to as the Community Engagement 
Framework. The framework details how we plan, implement and evaluate our engagement 
practices. The framework currently includes the following documents: 

 Community Engagement Policy – sets the policy direction for effective engagement in 
Council. (Attachment 1) 

 Community Engagement Matrix – provides staff with direction on engagement planning 
and guidance on when and how they should engage with the community for different 
situations. (Attachment 2) 

As a planning authority, Northern Beaches Council is now required to prepare a Community 
Participation Plan (CPP). The CPP is to detail how and when we will undertake community 
participation when exercising relevant planning functions under the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979. 

Community participation is an overarching term covering how we engage the community in our 
work under the EP&A Act, including legislative reform, plan making and making decisions on 
proposed development. The level and extent of community participation will vary depending on the 
community, the scope of the proposal under consideration and the potential impact of the decision.  

The community includes anyone who is affected by the planning system and includes individuals, 
indigenous communities, community groups, peak bodies, businesses, local, state and federal 
government departments and agencies. 

The EPA Act prescribes a set of obligations Council must meet in conducting public engagement 
on planning documents. These are shown in Attachment 3 

A council need not prepare a separate community participation plan if it includes all the matters 
required under this section in its plan and strategies under section 402 of the Local Government 
Act 1993. 

The Department on Planning & Environment has developed a draft CPP (Attachment 4) as part of 
their planning obligations and to provide a template for other local planning authorities. Note this 
draft is being revised based on comments received during the public exhibition in 2018. An 
enclosed FAQs document supported the exhibition (Attachment 5).  
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RECOMMENDATION OF MANAGER, COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  

That the Partnership and Participation Strategic Reference Group: 

A. Work through the current thinking around the purpose of the current community 
engagement framework and explore opportunities for improvement 

B. Review the structure of the new CES/CPP 

C. Talk through the minimum timeframes on planning and non-planning projects 

D. Explore some approaches to hard to reach audiences 

E. Discuss the proposed engagement approach for the CES/CPP 
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Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 No 203 
Current version for 15 February 2019 to date (accessed 16 April 2019 at 17:43) 
Part 2  Division 2.6  Section 2.23 
 
2.23   Community participation plans—preparation 

(1)  A planning authority to which this Division applies is required to prepare a community 
participation plan about how and when it will undertake community participation when 
exercising relevant planning functions (subject to this section). 

Note. 
Schedule 1 requires a proposed plan to be publicly exhibited for at least 28 days. 
 

(2)  A planning authority is to have regard to the following when preparing a community 
participation plan: 
(a)  The community has a right to be informed about planning matters that affect it. 
(b)  Planning authorities should encourage effective and on-going partnerships with the 

community to provide meaningful opportunities for community participation in planning. 
(c)  Planning information should be in plain language, easily accessible and in a form that 

facilitates community participation in planning. 
(d)  The community should be given opportunities to participate in strategic planning as early 

as possible to enable community views to be genuinely considered. 
(e)  Community participation should be inclusive and planning authorities should actively 

seek views that are representative of the community. 
(f)  Members of the community who are affected by proposed major development should be 

consulted by the proponent before an application for planning approval is made. 
(g)  Planning decisions should be made in an open and transparent way and the community 

should be provided with reasons for those decisions (including how community views 
have been taken into account). 

(h)  Community participation methods (and the reasons given for planning decisions) should 
be appropriate having regard to the significance and likely impact of the proposed 
development. 

 
(3)  For the purposes of this Division: 

(a)  a community participation plan prepared by the Planning Secretary applies to the 
exercise of relevant planning functions by the Minister, and 

(b)  a general community participation plan prepared by the Planning Secretary applies to the 
exercise of relevant planning functions by determining authorities under Division 5.1 
(other than councils or prescribed public authorities), and 

(c)  the regulations may provide that the community participation plan of a planning authority 
applies to the exercise of relevant planning functions by another planning authority and 
that the other planning authority is not required to prepare its own community 
participation plan. 

 
(4)  A council need not prepare a separate community participation plan if it includes all the 

matters required under this section in its plan and strategies under section 402 of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 

 

 

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/1979/203/part2?
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/1979/203/part2/div2.6?
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/1993/30
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/1993/30
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