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Council Policy 

Affordable Housing 

2017/054781 
Purpose of Policy 

Council is committed to increasing the range and supply of affordable housing in the Northern 
Beaches to meet the growing and changing needs of its community and particularly, key workers. 
The purpose of this policy is to outline Council’s position and approach to the provision of 
affordable housing in the Northern Beaches.   

The policy comprises principles and policy statements that together will guide Council’s actions to 
support affordable housing.  

Principles 

a) Establishing clear targets for the provision of affordable housing in the Northern Beaches. 

b) Leading change by example. 

c) Embedding affordable housing in Council’s strategies, plans and policies. 

d) Partnering with the State and Commonwealth Government, other local councils, industry 
experts, the private sector, stakeholders and community housing providers to deliver 
affordable rental housing. 

e) Advocating for change to support affordable housing in the Northern Beaches. 

Policy Statements 

a) Council is committed to a 10% affordable rental housing target for all strategic plans and 
planning proposals for urban renewal or greenfield development. Higher rates of provision 
will be sought where feasible.  

b) Targets for the provision affordable rental housing in other parts of the Council area will be 
established through feasibility analysis as part of Council’s new local housing strategy. 

c) Mechanisms to deliver more affordable market-based or private housing will be investigated 
and implemented through Council’s new local housing strategy. 

d) Council will enter into relationships with community housing providers to manage and deliver 
affordable rental housing in the Northern Beaches.  

e) Council will undertake an expression of interest to determine the best model for relationships 
with community housing providers to deliver affordable rental housing. 

f) Council will use the expression of interest process to determine whether to transfer title of 
affordable rental housing delivered to Council through the planning approval process to 
community housing providers. 

g) When selecting tenants, Council will give priority to persons who are employed in identified 
key worker occupations in the Northern Beaches Council area, persons with a disability, long 
term local residents, and persons with a social or economic association with the Council 
area. 

Responsible Officers 

Executive Manager Community, Arts & Culture and Executive Manager Strategic & Place Planning 
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Related Council Policies 

a) Property Acquisition Reserve Fund – P100 (Former Manly Council) 

b) Property Management Policy – No 200 (Former Pittwater Council) 

c) Allocation of funds obtained from the Sale of Council Real Property Policy – GOV PL 915 
(Former Warringah Council) 

d) Asset Management Policy – PL 550 (Former Warringah Council) 

e) Voluntary Planning Agreements – PL 600 VPA (Former Warringah Council) 

Legislation and references 

a) Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

b) Local Government Act 1993 

c) State Environmental Planning Policy No 70 – Affordable Housing (Revised Schemes) 

d) State Environmental Planning Policy (Affordable Rental Housing) 2009 

Definitions 

Affordable housing: Is defined by the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 as: 
“affordable housing means housing for very low income households, low income households or 
moderate income households, being such households as are prescribed by the regulations or as 
are provided for in an environmental planning instrument”. 

Affordable rental housing: Affordable housing managed by a community housing provider and 
rented to very low, low, or moderate income level households. 

Community housing provider: A not-for-profit organisation which provides affordable rental and 
social housing for very low, low, to moderate income and is registered under the National 
Regulatory System for Community Housing. 

Housing affordability: Relates to the general affordability of both rental and purchase housing on 
the open market, and is not limited to those on low to moderate incomes. A common benchmark of 
affordability is housing that does not absorb more than 30% of the gross income of very low, low, 
or moderate income households. 

Key worker occupations: Workers on very low to moderate incomes critical to the economic and 
social development of the Northern Beaches, including but not limited to occupations such as 
school teachers, carers, midwifery and nursing professionals, hospitality and retail workers, 
personal carers and assistants, child carers, fire fighters, police, carers and aides, automobile, bus 
and rail drivers, cleaners and laundry workers. 

Review Date 

1 August 2021 

Revision History 

Revision Date Change TRIM Ref 

1 28/3/2017 Draft Affordable Housing Policy  2017/054781 

2 5/6/2017 Affordable Housing Policy authorised by CEO, under delegation as per 

Council resolution 110/17 on 30/5/2017, incorporating formatting changes. 

2017/176253 

3 28/8/2018 Policy reviewed with no changes recommended. Minor amendments to 

reflect changes to titles and update review date. 
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