
 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 20 July 2015. Page 105    ATTACHMENT 1  NATIONAL FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE 20-22 MAY, BRISBANE  I attended the Floodplain Management Conference on 20th - 22nd May in Brisbane as the Councillor delegate for Pittwater Council. This conference had 380 delegates representing 165 organizations from across Australia and overseas. The theme for this year’s conference was 'Striving to Build a Flood Resilient Australia'.  The Hon Michael Keenan, Federal Minister for Justice spoke to the conference via video. He made reference to the Productivity Commission and the National Audit Office which highlighted that 97% of disaster recovery and only 3% on mitigation. Minister Keenan indicated that as a result of the two reports he would be discussing the recommendations with state and territory governments and while the funding imbalance needs to be addressed he is not proposing any severe cuts to recovery funding. He also made the point that replacing like for like flood damaged infrastructure is a waste of money and leads to the erosion of the asset base.  It is important to note that the Productivity Commission report recommends increased funding for flood mitigation it also recommends shifting the financial burden onto states and ultimately councils.   There were a number of keynote speakers John Curtain (UK Environment Agency) and Professor Bas Jonkman from Technical University, Delft, Netherlands. These speakers gave comprehensive case studies providing an international perspective to flood risk management. These case studies showed that both the UK and Netherlands Governments invest significantly higher in flood mitigation than in flood recovery.  In NSW Local Government is the major manager of flood management. The Insurance Council said 'Local Government is the organisation that best understands flood risk and can be an advocate for reasonableness with flood risk. It is suggested that the insurance companies should liaise with Local Government to understand real risk.'  Unfortunately NSW has no benchmarks for climate change. The NSW Government has funded $16.3 grants for flood studies to 33 councils. However, the average flood damage bill in NSW is $240 per annum. SEPP developments have resulted in properties being built in inappropriate flood locations, as private certifiers approve development under exempt and complying development which only requires flood assessments if the development is location in either high hazard, floodway, flood storage, flow path and/or high risk area, if not then the development does not require a flood assessment -particularly in rural areas.  The insurance industry was well represented at the conference. It was stated that where flood studies have been done disclosure of flood risk usually leads to a discount in premiums of an average of 4%. There is no evidence of property values falling after disclosure. New Zealand studies indicated that property values actually go up after declaration probably due to clarity of risk.  The conference had a number of professional workshops in the use of rainfall data. It was agreed that there is a need to develop a national standard for flood measurement and rainfall data.  There was a wide variety of information sessions including case studies, technical application of data, emergency flood planning, early warning systems, flood aps, flood forecasting, levee management, detention basins and many more.  Dr Melanie Schwecke from Pittwater Council presented a case study 'Risk to Life – To Shelter or to Flee' based on development in the North Narrabeen floodplain.     



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 20 July 2015. Page 106  Some of the things that I learned:-  • Pittwater Council is considered a model council because of the quality and currency of its flood studies.   • Pittwater is in the top 50 LGAs in Australia for flood risk according to NRMA.   • No evidence that climate change is responsible for increasing the frequency or financial cost associated with natural disasters.  • Climate extremes are normal.   • Deaths due to natural disaster on a per capita basis have slightly fallen in Australia.  • Key thing influencing cost of natural disasters is intensification of development in inappropriate locations and increased exposure.  • When doing flood studies it is important to note-  • People tend to discount low probability flood risk.  • People tend to be over confident in ability to cope with disasters   • People will discount flood risk if getting benefits from living close to bush, rivers or coasts.  • Death is something that happens to other people.          Ian White COUNCILLOR      
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 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 20 July 2015. Page 108    C12.1 N0444/14 - 213 Whale Beach Road Whale Beach - Demolition of existing dwelling and construction of new single dwelling, garage and pool    Meeting: Sustainable Towns & Villages Committee  Date: 20 July 2015   COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN STRATEGY: Land Use & Development  COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN OBJECTIVE: - To deliver a comprehensive suite of development controls that improve the liveability of the area  DELIVERY PROGRAM ACTION: - To provide an effective development assessment and determination process   1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  1.1 SUMMARY  The Development Unit at its meeting held on 9 July 2015 considered the Assessing Officer’s report (refer Attachment 1) for determination of Development Application N0444/14 for the demolition of an existing dwelling and construction of a new single dwelling, garage and pool at 213 Whale Beach Road, Whale Beach NSW 2107.  1.2 This application has been called to Council by Cr Grace.  1.3 Two (2) objectors and three (3) owners / applicants were present at the meeting. The Development Unit considered the issues raised by the objectors and the applicant’s representatives as well as the issues addressed in the Assessing Officer’s report and supported the Officer’s recommendation for approval subject to the conditions contained in the draft consent.    2.0 RECOMMENDATION  That the Development Officer’s recommendation be endorsed and Development Application N0444/14 - 213 Whale Beach Road, Whale Beach NSW 2107 for the demolition of the existing dwelling and construction of new single dwelling, garage and pool be granted development consent in accordance with the conditions contained in the draft conditions of consent.      3.0 BACKGROUND  3.1 PURPOSE  To seek endorsement of the Development Unit’s recommendation following consideration of Development Application N0444/14 for the demolition of an existing dwelling and construction of a new single dwelling, garage and pool at 213 Whale Beach Road, Whale Beach NSW 2107.      



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 20 July 2015. Page 109  3.2 BACKGROUND  The Development Unit at its meeting held on 9 July 2015 considered the Development Officer’s report (refer Attachment 1) for determination of Development Application N0444/14.  The Unit was addressed by the objectors and by the applicant’s representatives and after consideration of all the issues raised resolved to support the Assessing Officer’s recommendation to the Unit for approval.  3.3 POLICY IMPLICATIONS   Cr Grace has called the matter to Council in accordance with Council Policy.  3.4 RELATED LEGISLATION   Council is the consent authority pursuant to Section 80 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.  3.5 FINANCIAL ISSUES  3.5.1 Budget No implications unless Council’s decision is challenged in the Land and Environment Court.  3.5.2 Resources Implications No implications.  4.0 KEY ISSUES  − All the key issues are addressed in the assessing officer’s report     5.0 ATTACHMENTS / TABLED DOCUMENTS   Attachment 1: Assessing Officer’s report to the Development Unit meeting of 9 July 2015.    6.0 SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT  The relevant sustainability assessments have been addressed in the attached assessing officer’s report.     Report prepared by   Warwick Lawrence MANAGER, ADMINISTRATION & GOVERNANCE   



 Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 20 July 2015. Page 110   ATTACHMENT 1  SUBJECT: N0444/14 - 213 Whale Beach Road, Whale Beach NSW 2107 - Demolition of existing dwelling and construction of new single dwelling, garage and pool  Meeting: Development Unit Date: 9 July 2015   SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATION  Consent with Conditions   REPORT PREPARED BY: Cheryl Williamson  APPLICATION SUBMITTED ON: 5/12/2014  APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY: HEATHER BUTTROSE ASSOCIATES  OWNER(S): TARA MACKAY   RECOMMENDATION OF DEVELOPMENT OFFICER / PLANNER  That Council as the consent authority pursuant to Section 80 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 grant consent to Development Application N0444/14 for demolition of existing dwelling and construction of new single dwelling, garage and pool at 213 Whale Beach Road, Whale Beach NSW 2107 subject to the draft conditions of consent attached.   Report prepared by Cheryl Williamson, Senior Planner    Andrew Pigott MANAGER, PLANNING & ASSESSMENT   
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