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MINUTES OF COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE 

17 OCTOBER 2019 

 

Minutes of the Community Safety Committee 
held on Thursday 17 October 2019 
in the Manly Town Hall Council Chambers 
Commencing at 8:00 - 10:00 AM 

 
ATTENDANCE: 

Committee Members 

Cr Michael Regan Mayor – Chairperson  
Cr Candy Bingham Deputy Mayor 
Cr Sue Heins  
Cr Kylie Ferguson  
Cr Stuart Sprott  
Supt David Darcy Northern Beaches Police Area Command 
Inspector Jill Walters Northern Beaches Police Area Command 
Michelle Comito Catholic Care 
John Kelly Community Northern Beaches 
Michelle Povah Community Representative 
Ray Mathieson Community Representative 
Michelle Erofeyeff Department of Communities and Justice (DCJ) 
Trish Bramble Manly Warringah Women’s Resource Centre  
Belinda Volkov Sydney Drug Education & Counselling Centre (SDECC)  

Council Officer Contacts 

Kylie Walshe Executive Manager Community, Arts and Culture 
Azmeena Kelly Executive Manager Environmental Compliance 
Will Wrathall Team Leader, Community Development 
Leanne Martin Community Safety Coordinator 
Emma Marshall Community Development Officer 

Visitors 

Peta Garrett Representing Zali Steggall MP Federal Member for Manly 
Daniel Rubenach  Representing James Griffin MP State Member for Manly 
Bruce McLean Representing Northern Beaches Liquor Accord  
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17 OCTOBER 2019 

1.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Mayor acknowledged the traditional custodians of the land on which the meeting gathered, 
and paid respect to Elders past and present. 

2.0 APOLOGIES  

Apologies were received from: 

Roberta Conroy Community Representative 
Paul Klarenaar NASLHD Health Promotion 
Steve McInnes Surf Lifesaving Sydney Northern Beaches 
Kara Hillier State Transit Authority Northern Region 
James Griffin MP State Member for Manly 
Zali Steggall OAM MP Federal Member for Manly 
Doug Brooker Northern Beaches Liquor Accord 

Not in attendance: 

Harry Coates Community Representative  
Christina Franze Manly Chamber of Commerce 
Drew Johnson Manly Chamber of Commerce 

Ryan Turner, the Community Representative from the Manly Ward has resigned for personal 
reasons. 

The Committee agreed to advertise for another Community Representative from the wider 
Northern Beaches community and not limited to the Manly Ward. 

Michelle Comito is the new Youth Representative from Catholic Care. 

3.0 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of pecuniary or non-pecuniary conflicts of interest.  

4.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS  

4.1 MINUTES OF COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 15 AUGUST 2019 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the Community Safety Committee meeting held 15 August 2019, copies of 
which were previously circulated to all Members, are hereby confirmed as a true and correct record 
of the proceedings of that meeting, subject to the following inclusion to Item 4.2, subheading - 
“NSW Parliamentary Inquiry – Northern Beaches Hospital”: 

Concern and disappointment was expressed about the decision by Council not to submit a 
joint submission. There was no joint submission put into the Northern Beaches Hospital 
Parliamentary Inquiry, as directed by the Chief Executive Officer, not Council. 
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 5.0 AGENDA ITEMS 

5.1 ACTIONS UPDATE 

DISCUSSION 

Northern Beaches Suicide Response: 

The members of the Community Safety Committee were invited to the signing of the National 
Communications Charter.  

Northern Beaches Hospital Parliamentary Inquiry: 

A response from Brad Hazzard MP has been received by Council in response to a letter sent 
regarding the Northern Beaches Hospital. A copy of the letter is attached to the minutes as 
Attachment 1. 

RECOMMENDATION OF COORDINATOR, COMMUNITY SAFETY  

That the information be received and noted 

 
 

5.2 POLICE REPORT 

DISCUSSION 

Superintendent David Darcy, Northern Beaches Police Area Command, reported that he is 
currently seconded to a role working in North West Sydney and Inspector Walters is Acting 
Commander in his absence.  

Superintendent Darcy has been in contact with Brad Hazzard MP and James Griffin MP regarding 
ongoing concerns with Northern Beaches Hospital. He encouraged others in the Community Safety 
Committee to continue highlighting shortcomings in the system. 

An update of the operations strategy for summer was provided. 

Superintendent Darcy reported on the Newport ‘Portside’ Space, to be discussed later in the 
meeting. It was noted that this is a place of expression for young people, however there have been 
some complaints by local residents. The Police’s position is that they will continue to support the 
space, and have acknowledged some issues with the roof. 

Inspector Walters reported that feedback from last year’s October long weekend operations was 
that there weren’t enough resources and that police attendance was required around 
East Esplanade, Manly. Resources will be increased for summer operations this year, with 
monitoring of the situation at East Esplanade by Police. 

School holiday outbreaks of violence were discussed, with young people arriving by ferry into 
Manly identified as an issue. Rangers have been monitoring the area through winter and will 
continue their presence into summer. 

RECOMMENDATION  

That the information be received and noted. 
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5.3 COMPLIANCE REPORT 

DISCUSSION 

The Executive Manager Environmental Compliance provided an update on the monitoring of East 
Esplanade. Ranger patrols at Shelley Beach have been occurring throughout the year and in 
summer are doubled to two rangers. 

A compliance report was also presented to the Committee, a copy of which are attached to the 
minutes as Attachment 2. 

The management strategy regarding dog attacks was discussed. It was reported that a successful 
prosecution occurred the previous day relating to a dog attack. Another suspected prosecution will 
likely commence later this year, relating to a different case. The Compliance team are looking for 
education opportunities with other agencies.  

There is now a new dedicated team of Companion Animal Officers. 

RECOMMENDATION OF EXECUTIVE MANAGER ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE  

That the information be received and noted.  

 
 

5.4 LOCAL DRUG ACTION TEAM BRIEFING 

DISCUSSION 

The Community Safety Coordinator reported that the Local Drug Action Team (LDAT) was initiated 
last year in an effort to secure grant funding to address local drug and alcohol related suicides. 
Funding was received through Australian Drug Foundation (ADF). The team consists of Council, 
Sydney Drug Education & Counselling Centre (SDECC) and Lifeline, with the Sydney North Health 
Network (SNHN) about to join the team. The first stage has been to establish baseline data 
through surveys conducted with young people. 

SDECC acknowledged the positive collaboration with Council and presented a report of the results 
from the survey conducted with young people. It was prefaced that the reporting of statistics needs 
to be mindful that it is not a research study, with no ethics approval. The survey which was sent out 
to service providers was specifically trying to target a cohort that are at risk, which is a small 
snapshot. 

665 young people and 47 service providers responded to the survey. 

The statistics related to suicide and drug, alcohol and issues with service delivery were shared. 

There is an increase in the trend of pharmaceutical misuse. The group discussed the methods of 
obtaining drugs. 

It was reported that training has been undertaken in a local high school with 70 teachers and that 
SNHN are funding some capacity building in education. 

The Chair expressed concerns regarding the rhetoric about Council getting involved in social 
issues, and that they should instead focus on core local government responsibilities. SDECC 
representative noted that Council’s work as a neutral party, the mandates it can put in place and 
ability to build capacity is crucial for the community. 

The Committee are invited to a dinner briefing on 23 October along with service providers to review 
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the statistics and report. 

An update was provided on Catholic Care’s Drug and Alcohol Youth Support Service (DAYSS) 
program. The service is complimentary to clinical and home visit service providers.  

The Committee agreed that at the next meeting, service providers be asked to provide an update 
on their services. 

It was noted that this initial work done by the Local Drug Action Team is to identify risk factors. The 
next stage is anticipated to include primary prevention programs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the agenda for the 28 November meeting includes - “Updates from Service Providers”. 

 

5.5 COMMUNITY SAFETY PLAN 

DISCUSSION 

Consultant Patrick Shepherdson presented the current status of the Northern Beaches Community 
Safety Plan to the Committee. A copy of the presentation is attached to the minutes as Attachment 
3. 

The following emerging themes were highlighted in the presentation: 

• Alcohol and other drugs 
• Domestic and family violence 
• Rough sleeping / homelessness 
• Fraud/scams 
• Elder abuse 

Issues within the community that were raised by the Committee included; safety for young people 
socialising in less visible areas, worsening social issues in the northern end of the Northern 
Beaches and the loss of Youth Centres which have been repurposed for other community needs.  

The Community Safety Survey is open until 3 November and requested that Committee members 
distribute throughout their networks.  

The Executive Manager Community, Arts and Culture noted that engagement will shortly begin for 
the Social Plan, which will identify priority social issues for the Northern Beaches. 

RECOMMENDATION OF COORDINATOR, COMMUNITY SAFETY  

That the information is received and noted. 
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5.6 NEWPORT 'PORTSIDE' SPACE 

DISCUSSION 

Ray Brownlee, CEO reported that a structural assessment was undertaken at the Newport 
‘Portside’ space. It has been confirmed that it is structurally sound and will have some beams 
installed for further stability. The space will be retained as a community led activity. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the information be noted by the Committee.  

 

6.0 GENERAL BUSINESS  

• In response to a question by John Kelly, Council CEO Ray Brownlee noted that the DA 
notification period closed last week for the change of use to community purposes of 52 Raglan 
Street, Manly. The Executive Manager Community, Arts and Culture reported that in May 2019 
the Community Development and Services Policy was adopted. This policy identified the role of 
Council in supporting and providing facilities for community services hubs. The Council 
managed space at 52 Raglan Street, Manly was identified as the location of the first 
Community Services Hub, and Community Northern Beaches (CNB) identified as a core user 
of this space, along with other community service organisations. The large area includes office 
space, meeting rooms and counselling rooms. It is anticipated that CNB and associated 
services will be moving into the space early next year.  
 

• The Committee discussed an issue regarding a new youth service emerging unexpectedly. The 
service generally have not engaged with other youth services or Council. Council’s Youth team 
are currently trying to engage with the new service. 

 
• Trip hazards caused by utility companies was raised as an issue, the damage needs to be 

reported so it can be fixed. Ray Brownlee explained that Council can not undertake this work, 
and that is has to be repaired by the utility provider. 

7.0 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 

28 November 2019 – “Updates from Service Providers”. 

 

The meeting concluded at 9.52am 

 

This is the final page of the Minutes comprising 7 pages  
numbered 1 to 7 of the Community Safety Committee meeting  

held on Thursday 17 October 2019 and confirmed on Thursday 28 November 2019 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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