
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
AGENDA  
 
 

 
COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 
 
 

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Community Safety 
Committee will be held in the Guringai Room, Civic Centre, Dee Why 
on 

 

THURSDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2019 

 

Beginning at 8:00 - 10:00 AM for the purpose of considering matters 
included in this agenda. 
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Committee Members 

Cr Michael Regan Mayor – Chairperson  
Cr Sue Heins Deputy Mayor 
Cr Candy Bingham  
Cr Kylie Ferguson  
Cr Stuart Sprott  
Supt David Darcy Northern Beaches Police Area Command 
Karrah McCann Catholic Care Diocese of Broken Bay 
John Kelly Community Northern Beaches 
Ray Mathieson Community Representative 
Ryan Turner Community Representative 
Roberta Conroy Community Representative 
Harry Coates Community Representative  
Michelle Povah Community Representative 
Michelle Erofeyeff Family & Community Services (FACS) 
Drew Johnson Manly Chamber of Commerce 
Christina Franze Manly Chamber of Commerce 
Trish Bramble Manly Warringah Women’s Resource Centre  
James Griffin MP Member for Manly 
Melissa Palermo NASLHD Health Promotion 
Doug Brooker Northern Beaches Liquor Accord 
Steve McInnes Surf Lifesaving Sydney Northern Beaches 
Belinda Volkov Sydney Drug Education & Counselling Centre (SDECC)  
Wayne Potter Transport NSW Brookvale bus depot  
Kara Hillier Transport NSW Brookvale bus depot 

Council Officer Contacts 

Kylie Walshe Executive Manager Community, Arts and Culture 
Neil Williamson Executive Manager Environmental Compliance 
Will Wrathall Team Leader, Community Development 
Leanne Martin Community Safety Coordinator 
Helen Askew Program Support Officer, Community Development 
 

Quorum 

A majority of members plus the Mayor or another Councillor. 
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Agenda for a meeting of the Community Safety Committee   

to be held on Thursday 14 February 2019 

in the Guringai Room, Civic Centre, Dee Why 

Commencing at 8:00 - 10:00 AM 
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2.0 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST ...................... 4 

3.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING   

3.1 Minutes of Community Safety Committee meeting held 6 December 2018 ............... 4    

4.0 AGENDA ITEMS ...................................................................................................... 5 

4.1 Police Report ............................................................................................................ 5 

4.2 Compliance Report ................................................................................................... 6 

4.3 Presentation by Sydney Buses Transport for NSW  .................................................. 7 

4.4 Special Commission of Inquiry into the Drug 'Ice' ...................................................... 8 

4.5 Nitrous Oxide availability  ........................................................................................ 17 

4.6 Committee Priorities for 2019 .................................................................................. 23    

5.0 GENERAL BUSINESS 

  
NEXT MEETING Thursday 11 April 2019 
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1.0 APOLOGIES 

All members are expected to attend the Community Safety Committee meetings or tender their 
apologies to the Chair or Committee liaison person. If members are unable to attend they may 
delegate their position to another member of their organisation, with the approval of the Chair. 

 

2.0 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

Members are advised of the following definitions of a "pecuniary" or "conflict" of interest for their 
assistance: 

Section 442 of the Local Government Act, 1993 states that a "pecuniary" interest is as follows: 

"(1) [Pecuniary interest] A Pecuniary interest is an interest that a person has in a 
matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable financial 
gain or loss to the person or another person with whom the person is associated. 

(2) [Remoteness] A person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the 
interest is so remote or insignificant that it could not reasonably be regarded as 
likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to the matter." 

Members should reference the Local Government Act, 1993 for detailed provisions relating to 
pecuniary interests. 

Council's Code of Conduct states that a "conflict of interest" exists when you could be influenced, 
or a reasonable person would perceive that you could be influenced by a personal interest when 
carrying out your public duty. 

 

3.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

3.1 MINUTES OF COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 6 DECEMBER 
2018 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the Community Safety Committee meeting held 6 December 2018, copies of 
which were previously circulated to all Members, be confirmed as a true and correct record of the 
proceedings of that meeting. 
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4.0 AGENDA ITEMS 
 

ITEM 4.1 POLICE REPORT  

REPORTING OFFICER  COORDINATOR, COMMUNITY SAFETY  

TRIM FILE REF 2019/016366  

ATTACHMENTS NIL 
 

ISSUE 

To brief the Committee on crime and safety issues on the Northern Beaches by Superintendent 
David Darcy, Northern Beaches Police Commander. 

BACKGROUND 

Standing Agenda Item 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF COORDINATOR, COMMUNITY SAFETY  

That the information be received and noted.  
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ITEM 4.2 COMPLIANCE REPORT  

REPORTING OFFICER  EXECUTIVE MANAGER ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE  

TRIM FILE REF 2019/016478  

ATTACHMENTS NIL 
 

ISSUE 

To brief the Committee on current and topical Compliance issues related to community safety. 

BACKGROUND 

Standing Agenda Item 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF EXECUTIVE MANAGER ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE  

That the information is received and noted. 
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ITEM 4.3 PRESENTATION BY SYDNEY BUSES TRANSPORT FOR NSW   

REPORTING OFFICER  COORDINATOR, COMMUNITY SAFETY  

TRIM FILE REF 2019/016583  

ATTACHMENTS NIL 
 

ISSUE 

To inform the Committee about issues of safety and concern around public buses on the Northern 
Beaches. 

BACKGROUND 

Each meeting it is intended that a different representative from the wide range of agencies on the 
Committee be given an opportunity to address the Committee with the objective of educating the 
group on issues that concern their respective areas.  

DISCUSSION 

At this meeting Kara Hillier, Health & Safety Officer / Northern Region, State Transit Authority, 
based at Brookvale Bus depot, will deliver a 10 minute presentation, with an opportunity for 
discussion following if required.  

 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF COORDINATOR, COMMUNITY SAFETY  

That the information is received and noted. 

 



 

REPORT TO COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 

ITEM NO. 4.4 - 14 FEBRUARY 2019 

 

8 

 

ITEM 4.4 SPECIAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO THE DRUG 'ICE'  

REPORTING OFFICER  COORDINATOR, COMMUNITY SAFETY  

TRIM FILE REF 2019/020524  

ATTACHMENTS 1 Enquiry Into Drug 'Ice' ToR 

2 Enquiry Into Drug 'Ice' ToR Response  
 

ISSUE 

Special Commission of Inquiry into the Drug ‘Ice’ – limited preliminary consultation under the terms 
of reference – invitation to respond. Attachment 1. 

BACKGROUND 

Correspondence has been received advising Council about the pending Special Commission of 
Inquiry into the Drug ‘Ice’ and to consider and comment on the draft Terms of Reference, asking 
for a written response:  

 Nominating the identity of any particular topic, subject matter or issue falling within the terms of 
reference, with a brief explanation, that you would like to be considered for possible inclusion in 
the scope of the inquiry. 

 Commenting upon the draft proposal for the conduct of the Inquiry.  

DISCUSSION 

The response was due back to the Commission by 31 January 2019. Accordingly, a brief response 
(Attachment 2) was sent with a view to preparing a further submission once an Issues Paper is 
developed and public submissions invited for the enquiry proper.  At that stage the Committee will 
be asked for their additional feedback and ideas.  

 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF COORDINATOR, COMMUNITY SAFETY  

That the information be received and noted. 
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ITEM 4.5 NITROUS OXIDE AVAILABILITY   

REPORTING OFFICER  COORDINATOR, COMMUNITY SAFETY  

TRIM FILE REF 2019/027108  

ATTACHMENTS 1 ADF Nitrous Oxide Fact Sheet 

2 ABC News - Nitrous Oxide Article - 13 December 2018  
 

ISSUE 

Nitrous Oxide is an easily accessible product. It is a potentially harmful gas that can be used as an 
inhalant.  

This report discusses the need for strengthened legislation regarding stricter controls of access. 

BACKGROUND 

Nitrous Oxide is more commonly known as laughing gas, or it’s street names; ‘Nangs’ or ‘Bulbs’. 

Inhalants are substances that are sniffed to give the user an immediate 'high'. These substances 
are easily absorbed through the lungs and carried to the brain, where they act to slow down the 
central nervous system, this means they are depressants.  

Anecdotal evidence of used bulbs indicates that usage by young people has become relatively 
common in many parks and reserves across the Northern Beaches area. It is cheap, accessible 
and legally sold over the counter at supermarkets and convenience stores for the preparation of 
food and used for whipped cream chargers. 

They were recently on sale in a popular supermarket and are readily available online for as little, or 
less, than $1 each. Home delivery of cartons is also available in Sydney. 

Dr Nadine Ezard, a clinical director at St Vincent's Hospital states, “Nitrous oxide is a low-risk 
recreational drug. The main problem is you can get permanent nerve damage if you use it at a 
really high dose." In extreme cases, users may develop an addiction, suffer a heart attack or 
overdose. (See Attachment 1 - ADF Fact Sheet) 

DISCUSSION 

Across Australia, the sale of nitrous oxide canisters to whip cream is legal. However, some States 
and Territories, including NSW, Victoria, South Australia and the Northern Territory, have made it 
an offence to supply them to anyone who they believe intends to misuse them. 

Knowingly or recklessly supplying nitrous oxide as a party drug has been illegal in NSW since 
2013. There is a significant degree of ambiguity in the law whereby the current laws are very 
difficult to police.  

ABC News article (Attachment 2) provides a useful summary of the challenges of legislation 
together with the responsibility of retailers to help restrict their sale for misuse.  

 

RECOMMENDATION OF COORDINATOR, COMMUNITY SAFETY  

That the Community Safety Committee make representations to the State Government, to Local 
MPs and the Attorney General requesting that the laws around access to nitrous oxide be 
reviewed to reduce the possibility that they are used for illicit purposes, particularly amongst 
young people.  
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ITEM 4.6 COMMITTEE PRIORITIES FOR 2019  

REPORTING OFFICER  TEAM LEADER, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

TRIM FILE REF 2019/052290  

ATTACHMENTS NIL 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

ISSUE 

To determine safety priorities as identified by members of the Community Safety Committee to 
provide strategic direction for meetings in 2019.  

BACKGROUND 

As a Committee with a large and diverse membership, it is important to provide opportunities for 
group discussion to ensure all voices are heard, to build a consultative and collaborative approach 
to Committee meetings and to determine strategic direction for future meetings.  

DISCUSSION 

As it is the first meeting for 2019, it is proposed that each Committee member present community 
safety issues that are a priority for their organisation or community for the information of the 
Committee.  

Committee members are invited to prepare and share these priorities with the group at the 
meeting, up to 5 minutes per Committee member. These priorities will be documented and inform 
future agenda items and presentations to the Committee. 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF TEAM LEADER, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

That the identified priorities be collated and used to inform future Committee Agendas. 

 

     


